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In life I— we skim the surface of the deep. 

To battle with our country's foes. 

In death ! — ^we sink beneath the curling wave. 

Leaving but a circling eddy 

To proclaim our resting-place, and fitte. 
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CHAPTER I. 

A Phenomenon — Islands originating in Volcanic matters-Hos- 
pitality of Mr. Read — Arrival of the Dotterel — News — ^Ar- 
rival at Portsmouth — Leave of Absence — Ordered a passage 
in the Cleopatra — Reach Lisbon and rejoin the Barfleur — 
Shooting excursions — Evening amusements— A sad Story — 
Gambling — Portuguese etiquette — Anecdote — The Author 
and his Friend are attacked by Bravoes — Frolics. 

As we approached St. MichaeFs we observed, 
to our astonishment, at a short distance &om the 
main land, a conspicuous islet, which was not laid 
down in the chart spread before us on the cap- 
stan. On anchoring in Delgada Roads, Mr. 
Read, the Consul, came off, and the fancied omis- 
sion was speedily explained. It was one of the 
first of those phenomena which have lately asto- 
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nished the world, of islands rising out of the sea. 
Mr. Read had taken different views of it from 
the commencement of its appearance to its highest 
formation : they were very interesting, and doubly 
so accompanied by his remarks. The first cir- 
cumstance that drew his attention to the spot, (one 
hundred fathoms deep,) was a column of smoke 
rising from the water: this increased rapidly in 
space and thickness, and was succeeded by flames 
rising above the surface, throwing up at the same 
time an immense quantity of black ashes and 
pumice-stones. Vast quantities of fish were 
cast on the neighboiiring shores, boiled by the 
heat of the waters. In a few days an island was 
discovered, which had risen from a depth of six 
hundred feet: every day added to its height, 
till it had attained three or four hundred feet 
above the surface of the sea, when the volcanic 
fire ceased. During the formation of the island 
the whole of St. Michael's was more or less con- 
vulsed. 

The Captain of His Majesty's ship Sabrina, 
cruising off St. Michael's, was the first person who 
landed upon it ; he hoisted the English ensign, 
.and named it Sabrina Island, — an act which much 
displeased the Portuguese authorities. In this 
state we saw it en passant^ but had no opportu- 
nity of visiting it. It remained stationary for 
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some time, but finally, like most islands of the 
same nature, gradually disappeared. 

This was not the first phenomenon of that de- 
scription at St. Michael's, for in the year 1638, 
after an agitation of several weeks, an island, six 
miles round in extent, arose under similar circum- 
stances fix>m the depth of one hundred and twenty 
feet, and was again swallowed up. Another in- 
stsuice occurred in 1691, and caused much danu^e 
to the inunediate neighbourhood of St. MichaePs. 
Other submarine eruptions in the same locality 
took place in 1720 and 1757, accompanied by 
terrible earthquakes. 

There can be no doubt that the whole of this 
group of islands derive their origin from volcanic 
matter. At St. Michael's a crust of lava from six 
to twelve inches thick forms the upper surface 
of the earth, under which is found a rich black 
mould. This coating serves the purpose of build- 
ing walls round the ground brought into culti- 
vation : if the quantity is too great, a large hole 
is dug, the soil from which is scattered around, 
and the surplus lava buried. 

The attention and hospitality of Mr. Read 
have been experienced by every officer who has 
been at St. Michael's ; it would therefore be a 
work of supererogation to dwell upon his kindness. 
It sprang spontaneously from a warm heart, and 
b2 
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made his guests feel they were at home, and they 
enjoyed themselves accordingly. The Captain^ 
and as many of the officers as could be spared 
from the duty of the ship, visited his country- 
house ; the surrounding scenery was truly beau- 
tiful, and the domain of the Consul a Jittle paradise. 

It is impossible that any class of men can enjoy 
the beauties of nature to such an exquisite degree 
of perfection as sailors, who are so frequently and 
flo long debarred from them. After a long spell 
at sea, we see points of interest, and search out 
subjects of delight, quite unintelligible to the sati- 
ated eyes and senses of landsmen. Seldom have I 
passed a more agreeable day than this inland trip 
afforded me at St. MichaePs. 

The arrival of the Dotterel, one of the Lisbon 
squadron, gave us a budget of news. Among 
other intelligence we learned that his Majesty'*s 
ship Myrtle was given up as lost, and that the 
Admiral had reported us missing : this was not to 
be wondered at, for Captain S— d had no oppor- 
tunity of communicating with Lisbon or England 
to inform him of our movements. 

We quitted St. MichaeFs in company with the 
brig for Lisbon. Sailing two feet to our one, she 
was in a few hours out of sight, and reached her 
port long before we got off the rock, when it blew 
so heavy a gale of wind that we could not attempt 
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4,0 take the bar. The weather continued so bad 
that, after having split and lost our sails, and 
shipped several heavy seas, we were finally obliged 
to bear up for England. We fell in with an 
enemy'^s privateer in the Channel, but, from want 
of sails and stores, were in such a state that she 
laughed at us ; all we could do was to drive her 
over towards the French coast. On our arrival at 
Portsmouth we learned with unfeigned pleasure 
the promotion of our commander to post rank, and 
that he was to keep the Myrtle, she having at . 
the same time received a step in the ladder of 
promotion, viz. from a sloop of war to a sixth 
rate. 

Having refitted at Spithead, I obtained a week's 
leave of absence, and, landing with my black boy 
iind parrot, set off for the interior. The depar- 
ture of Poll drew upon me the heavy displeasure of 
-the whole gun-room mess ; they severally felt not 
A little inclined to quarrel with me upon the 
•occasion. She was a source of never-fiiiling amuse- 
ment. Had the matter been put to the vote, I 
think I should not have found one out of the whole 
ship'^s company in favour of her abduction from 
the ship. Boatswain and Poll were rivals in the 
affections of all on board. It was not altogether 
fair on my part ; for when once an animal or bird 
becomes a general favourite and pet, it is (as it 
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has been justly observed) looted upon as public 
property, and any act of the legal proprietor indi- 
cating personal right, is regarded as little less than 
a gross injustice and an illegal assumption. 

We started off by the night coach, occupying 
a seat behind. My negro boy lost his wits from 
fear and astonishment at all he saw ; but, as we 
passed through the archway under the ramparts, 
and over the drawbridge, he could contain him^^ 
self no longer; he screamed with fright, and 
grasped hold of me as if he feared being hurled 
into the lower regions : he was only to be re- 
assured and quieted as we emerged from the dark 



I arrived at my friend'^s house late at night. 
When I descended the following morning, I 
found Poll perched upon the sill of the window, 
clucking inimitably to a young brood of chickens 
that Were chirping below her. The anxious mo- 
ther was dismayed at this usurpation of her rights, 
and vainly essayed to entice her fascinated pro- 
geny away from the neighbourhood of the impostor. 
In the course of the day a visitor called upon the 
lady, accompanied by a favourite lap-dog. Poll 
had mounted the cornice of the window-curtains, 
where she lay perdue. The visitor called her 
favourite *' Bijou, Bijou '^ the call was immediate- 
ly repeated by Polk die looked round and fancied 
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she must have been mistaken, but a repetition 
of her words when she again addressed the dog, 
left no doubt upon her mind that some person 
was in the room mocking her ; she was only 
undeceived by the bird discovering herself as she 
fluttered her wings laughing most heartily. I 
left dear Polly here, and never saw her afterwards. 
On returning to Portsmouth I had the mortifi- 
cation to find that my ship had been suddenly or- 
dered off, and I adrift. I was not long allowed 
to kick my heels in that most delectable of all 
sea-port towns ; I was promptly ordered a passage 
in the Cleopatra, then collecting a convoy for 
Portugal, at Spithead. The ship was full of 
passengers, comprising red and blue coats. The 
friendly welcome of most naval messes, notwith- 
standing the inconvenience attendant on the ad- 
mission of strangers, is universally known and ac- 
knowledged ; that of the Cleopatra was not be- 
hindhand in the duties of hospitality. 

I there had the pleasure of being introduced 
to my gallant fnend P-lk-g-e, who was first 
Lieutenant of the ship : we afterwards served 
together against the enemy in America. I shall 
have occasion to speak of this officer hereafter, 
and the neglect of his claims to promotion: it 
will serve as evidence, that intrinsic merit may 
be passed over, merely from a proper display of 
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that modest feeling vrbick ought to actuate every 
commander when he gives his official account of 
the success of an expedition under his orders : 
"whilst trifling affairs frequently secure dispropor- 
tionate rewards from the bombastic manner in 
which they are detailed. It is really wonderfiil 
how much a good share of brass will accomplish, 
even with persons of presumed penetration and 
sound judgment. How frequently do we find 
that characters jminua claims of any description 
oust the man of service: the talents, gallantry, 
and worth of the latter arc drowned in the inces- 
sant clatter of some busy, meddling political Flap* 
permaul, who by his amazing impudence succeeds 
in carrying off the prize from the more able candi- 
dates, in favour of his, (x of his friend'^s protegS. 

Contrary winds sent us into Torbay. After a 
tedious passage, which must always be the case with 
a convoy, we at length reached Lisbon, when I 
again took up my comfortable old quarters on board 
the Barfleur, the Myrtle having a few days before 
sailed for England. The disappointment I expe- 
rienced was compensated by the enjoyment I felt 
in the society of the members composing the 
Barfleur'^s mess. The amusements were as multi- 
farious and variable as the most sickly fancy could 
well desire : horse-racing, shooting, fishing, opera, 
balls and parties, cum multis aliu. All the 
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roses of the service were to be collected here 
without any of its thorns, — not a very frequent 
occurrence in His Majesty'*s naval service during 
the last war. 

My friend B- — n was a capital shot ; I fre- 
quently accompanied him -on his shooting excur- 
sions on the south side of the Tagus, in the Kinta 
belonging to the Royal family. Here were to be 
found lots of snipes, some woodcocks, and red- 
legged partridges : the former game contributed 
principally to our sport, at which B— was a 
dead hand. Our dogs were good, but the sandy 
dry soil of the Kinta did away with all scent, ana 
consequently few partridges decked the board; 
we were indemnified, however, by signal success 
against the snipes, which abounded in the syrampy 
grounds surrounding the royal precincts. 

If our game failed in the anticipated quantity, 
a visit to the fish-ponds in the Prince'^s enclosure 
made up the deficiency. I did not quite compre- 
hend B— 's remarks, when he said " Well, if we 
cannot sport fowl to-day, we shall be sure of 
shooting some fish."*** The mystery was explained 
on arriving at the reservoirs of water well stocked 
with the finny tribe. These reservoirs seldom 
exceeded two or three feet in depth ; some of the 
fish were always to be seen near the surface. By 
firing more or less on one side of them, according 
b5 



Digitized 



by Google 



10 RECOLLECTIONS OF 

to their depth below the surfece, the shot after 
striking the water took a diagonal direction up- 
wards, and entering their bodies from underneath 
turned them over at once; to have aimed directly 
down upon them would have ensured a failure. 
A Portuguese boy theil waded in for them, and in 
a few hours the product of our morning's spbrt 
smoked upon the ward-room table. 

After the French retreated from Santarem, the 
islands in the Tagus above that place were visited 
by the sporting part of the mess : the quantity 
of game sent on board after one of these excur- 
sions might literally be termed boat-loads ; com- 
prising partridges, quails, woodcocks, snipes, hares, 
and rabbits: it was the slaughter of a regular 
battue. 

The evening's amusements were sometimes not 
so conducive to the health of either body or mind 
as our morning exercises. Among the most no- 
torious of the gambling-houses was one situa- 
ted in the Rua de la PaillaT there daily and 
nightly might be seen several of our countrymen 
amidst a motley crew of foreigners ; Signer Paolo 
presiding, assisted by his whiteheaded coadjutor 
the dealer of the cards, whose keen imperturbable 
countenance appeared incapable of expresi^ng any 
other feeling than that of an acute observation of 
the cards, as he deliberately turned up the pack, 
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right and left. Our visits to this h-11 were too 
frequent. Sometimes a run of good luck, more 
frequently bad, attended us, till we were all pret- 
ty well cleared out of our loose cash. A young 
English merchant often accompanied us, and, when 
in want of a few dollars to endeavour to recover 
our losseis, was ever good-humouredly inclined to 
assist us. Fortunately, we saw the folly of perseve- 
ring in this ignoble, heartless track. The majority 
of us abandoned the fatal table altogether, and the 
remainder had sufficient prudence to visit it but 
seldom, and then under certain limitations. One 
alone exceeded this sage resolve^ and he, unhappy 
young man ! suffered himself to be carried away 
by the delusions of this blighting evil untU he 
]^ayed a conspicuous part in a terrible drama. 

It is a sad story, fraught with misery and in- 
femy to the subject of it, but it presents a warning 
too impressive, and too awful, to be disregarded 
by those who would wish to inculcate upon the 
youthful mind the dangers that must ever attend 
a gaming-table. A young officer, hitherto worthy 
of esteem in every respect, had first from curi- 
osity, and afterwards from passion, acquired the 
constant habit of visiting Signor Paolo'*s establish- 
ment. At starting he played for trifling sums ; 
but each succeeding visit only increased his appe- 
tite for gambling, and his stakes became greater. 
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He was on intimate tenns with the young mer^ 
chant I have before mentioned. One fatal night, 
having lost all he possessed, and afterwards fer 
more than he had the means of paying at the 
moment, he left the gambling-honse in frenzied 
agony, and repaired to his firiend'^s residence for 
the purpose of procuring more money, with which 
he intended again to try his fortune. It so hap- 
pened that the young merchant was absent. 
Knowing where the money was kept, he went 
to the desk for the purpose of taking the sum 
he required : he had no intention to defraud his 
friend, for he could have commanded double the 
amount had he been at home. I believe he 
had obtained possession of the cash, when the 
Portuguese servant, entering the room, inter- 
fered, and would not allow him to depart un- 
less he replaced the money in the desk. The 
young officer became desperate. Maddened by 
his previous losses and the impediment now thrown 
in his way, foreseeing the opprobrium that was 
likely to attach to him for this last rash act, he 
lost all power of control over the impetuous 
feelings raging in his bosom : he struggled with 
the faithftd domestic for freedom, the fever of his 
blood increased, and, reckless of consequences, he 
drew one of his pocket-pistols and shot the man 
dead upon the spot. All Lisbon appeared to join 
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in the cry of vengeance upon the unhappy mur- 
derer. He was given up to the Portuguese au- 
thorities, tried, condemned, and ignominiously 
executed. 

Those who were stationed there at the time 
must well remember the deep sensation this un- 
happy affair created. Poor was a young 

offender, and, taking into consideration the fren- 
zied state of his mind at the time of the deed, and 
the total absence of all malice prepense, together 
with the circumstance of so many British officers 
having fallen victims to the knives of Portuguese 
assassins, whose manes were yet unappeased, it was 
thought that no great violation of the rights of 
humanity would have been committed, had he 
been suffered to escape, and the ignominious shed- 
ding of English blood been prevented. The action 
would have carried its own bitter punishment with 

it into the breast of the unhappy , who was 

formed in a mould susceptible of embodying all 
the finer feelings of human nature. 

The love of gambling paves the way to a laby- 
rinth of error, vice, and crime. It is a passion, 
when carried to excess, that absorbs all other feel- 
ings : it becomes the parent of drunkenness, de- 
bauchery, murder, and suicide ; it severs the tie 
of kindred and affection ; it leads to the abandon- 
ment of every honourable principle, to the rob- 
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bery and sacrifice of the property of wives, chil- 
dren, and parents ; it degrades and brutifies the 
very nature of man — ^his heart is turned into stone, 
his blood into gall. He stalks forth from his den 
of infamy a debased, dishonoured being, his senses 
stultified, the bounty of his Creator insulted ; a 
curse to himself, his family, and friends. 

The professed and hardened gambler, who 
thrives upon the ruin and gloats upon the agony 
and pangs of his inexperienced victim, is a cha- 
racter to be avoided as a walking pestilence. 
There is poison in his breath, and pollution in 
his touch ; he should be abhorred and rejected of 
men. A day of reckoning will surely come, when 
virtue and vice shall not be confounded together ; 
when the virtuous and the vicious shall find their 
accounts scrupulously balanced by the hands of 
an all-righteous, all-seeing Judge. 

The Portuguese evening parties presented a 
striking contrast to our own more sociable arrange- 
ments. The ladies generally presented a compact 
semicircle at one end of the room ; and the gen- 
tlemen, with an inexcusable want of gallantry, 
arrayed themselves on the opposite side. This 
state of afiairs was not according to our taste, 
and we adopted the manoeuvre so successfully 
carried into execution by our naval conmianders- 
in-chief, viz. breaking the line, whenever we could 
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discover a glance of recognition firom amidst the 
formidable phalanx of ladies^ eyes. I suspect 
the invasion of Portuguese etiquette was by no 
means disagreeable or inopportune, for we en- 
countered no other missiles but bright glances 
and winning smiles. 

These parties, but more frequently those of the 
Opera and Rua de la PaQla, detained us to a late 
hour : at such times, if the wind blew fresh from 
the westward, it required force to induce the lazy 
loons of watermen to take us off to our ships. 
These fellows sleep in their boats ; aware of our 
late hours, and of our coercive measures, they 
cunningly moored at a trijBing distance fix)m the 
quay. Our tactics now changed, and we were 
obliged to enter into a parley with them : this 
generally failing, a regular bombardment of peb- 
bles brought them to a due sense of their interest. 
Sometimes our stony arguments were so heavy and 
skilfully directed that they speedily brought the 
indolent sleepy rogues to terms. In consequence 
of the packs of hungry curs that infest the streets 
of Lisbon, we found side-arms to be an absolute 
necessary appendage to our walking costume, and, 
as bravoes were by no means uncommon, a brace 
of pocket-pistols completed our warlike attire. 

One blowing night my friend B — and his 
companion, after much diflSculty, were fortunate 
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enough' to Secure a boat with two men to take 
them off to the Barfleur. When they reached 
the middle of the stream, the spray that flew over 
the boat, and the increased exertion of the oars, 
so disheartened the boatmen, that, after grumbling 
and growling for some time, they at length lay on 
their oars, and flatly refused to proceed to their 
destination. Threats were imavailing ; they 
stoutly resisted all commands, and even attempted 
to put back to the shore. Here wns a dilenmna. 
As a last resource before coming to blows with 
the refractory rogues, B— drew forth one of his 
pocket-pistols, with the intention of frightening 
them into compliance, and, levelling it at the most 
obstreperous of the two, swore he would shoot him 
if he persevered in his disobedience. To the 
horror of the friends, the pistol snapped ; fortu- 
nately it only burnt priming. The alarmed 
wretches no longer doubted the determination of 
the young men ; their vociferous defiance instantly 
dropped to the whining tones of supplication, and 
they pulled away quiet as lambs, too much occu- 
pied with their own fears to heed the agitated 
state of their passengers. The friends reached 
their ship in silence, when poor B— gave way to 
the feelings of horror, regret, and gratitude, that 
by turns rushed tumultuously through his mind. 
Those who have known B — will bear testimony 
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out of range, in perfect safety from a bombard- 
ment. It was one o'^clock; no lodging could 
be obtained, and the friends were fairly adrift. 
There was nothing to be done but to walk to 
Buenos Ayres ; they were too fagged to attempt 
the promenade, and had the pleasing prospect of 
being quartered in the streets for the night. Sud- 
denly T — ^p, (who went by the name of Tommy,) 
observed an hidalgo^s carriage at an open door 
waiting for its owner. The postilion was snugly 
ensconced within the por^e-cocA^re, snoring his soul 
away. T— p having reconnoitred the premises, 
rejoined his friends in full glee, stating that he 
had got a carriage for them. They suspected the 
real state of the case, and hesitated to follow his 
advice of ^' Come, step in, there is no time to 
lose.'^ An offer on his part to ride postilion deci- 
ded the business, and they seated their weary selves 
in his lordship'^s comfortable vehicle : but, as mules 
occasionally require the powerful stimulus of a 
good thong. Tommy cautiously approached the 
sleeping coachee, and gently disengaged the whip 
from his unresisting hand ; he then vaulted into 
the high peaked saddle, cracked his whip, and off 
they sped. The clatter of the animals' hoofs and 
the rumbling of the wheels awoke the despoiled 
charioteer; as the carriage turned the comer of 
the street they plainly heard the uproarious out- 
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cries of the bewildered man ; an additional share 
of whipcord was bestowed upon the haunches of the 
poor beasts in consequence. The intruders could 
scarcely maintain their seats, being absolutely con- 
vulsed with laughter, in witnessing the dexterity of 
the driver, and at the idea of the utter discomfi- 
ture which both master and man would experi- 
ence at their freak. T — ^p performed his part to 
admiration. Their merriment was speedily cut 
short by the clatter of horses' hoofs behind them ; 
the moimted gens-cTarmes were in pursuit. The 
sparks of fire that flew from the feet of their 
chargers caused additional exertions on the part of 
the indefatigable driver. The poor mules must 
have been sorely perplexed at the cause of this 
unwonted hurry : the faster the gens^'armes rode, 
the heavier and quicker fell Tommy's blows. 
Up hill and down hill they scudded, ventre d 
terre^ at the risk of demolishing the hidalgo's 
carriage, and breaking their own necks into thfe 
bargain. The goal, viz. the packet stairs, thanks 
to the capital Yorkshire jockeyship of T — p, waB 
won, and, pulling up, they jumped out. Tommy 
leaped from off the saddle, and, giving his nags a 
parting salute, set them off at a smart trot again, 
having thrown his staff of ofiice into the carriage. 
They slipped down the passage leading to the 
water side just in time to escape the Argus eyes of 
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their pursuers, half a score of whom swept swiftly 
by, while the performers of this trick were chuck- 
ling at the successful result of their operations, 
which, had they been caught in flagranti delicto^ 
would have proved any thing but a joke. They 
never heard a word on the subject. The poor 
brutes, whose hides had been so unmerciftJly be- 
laboured, doubtless gained the credit of having 
run away from being tired of waiting for his lord- 
ship; and the napping coachman's having heard 
the well-known crack of his own whip as the car- 
riage receded from his view, could only be consi- 
dered as the chimera of a sleepy brain. They 
wisely kept their secret until the proper time for 
declaring the matter of fact to the astonished 
natives. 

Another night, two sparks who shall be name- 
less, one belonging to the marines, the other a 
wild lieutenant in his Majesty's navy, took it into 
their heads that an attempt to escalade the win- 
dows of two laughter-loving dames would not be 
repulsed by the fair occupants of the apartments. 
When threatened with such an attack, it is quite 
certain that the arch smiles of the ladies added 
fuel to the fire that was raging in the hearts of 
these men of war. How prone we poor mortals 
are to deceive ourselves when a favourite object is 
in view ! Those beams of intelligence that shot 
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from the wicked eyes of the beauties as they 
listened to the daring intrusion to be made that 
night upon their repose, originated in their incrc^ 
dulity, and conscious security against the mad 
scheme contemplated by their enamoured swains. 
These Spanish houries dwelt two stories high ; but 
what obstacles will not love and passion conquer ? 
The swaddy and his companion departed in high 
glee, determined upon the attack when the still 
hour of midnight should favour their designs. 

At the back of the habitation to be thus carried 
by storm, an outhouse rose within six or seven feet 
of the small iron balconies outside the rooms that 
contained the objects of their adoration, but sepa- 
rated four or five feet from the main buildings 
This had been carefully noted, and not a doubt 
remained on the mind of the blue jacket that the 
lodgement might be successfully executed from 
this point, which to a sailor was of easy ascent. 
These gallant sons of Mars and Neptune having 
obtained this first post in Love'*s assault, an iron 
hook attached to the end of a line was thrown 
over the balcony and hooked on to the iron work. 
Thus secured, the sailor, with rope in hand, leaped 
from the outhouse, and, with his feet against 
the wall of the house, hauled himself up hand 
over hand to the balcony, but not without having 
startled the sleeping 4tmiates from their slumbers. 
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An attempt on his part to open the window caused 
a duetto pitched in so high a key as astonished 
both soldier and sailor : the latter endeavoured to 
still the uproar by addressing the fair in their 
own language. " Quita il impedimento que hay 
parar entrar. Chiton ! silencio Sefiorita, caiissima 
Sefiorita silencio por Tamor de Dios !'' uttered 
in a dulcet tone, only increased the uproar, 
which had now evidently extended to the interior 
of the mansion. The clacking, banging of doors, 
hurry and bustle, convinced the intruders that 
they had no time to lose in making their escape. 
Down slipped the lieutenant by the aid of the 
rope, and stood in safety on terra firma ; but the 
marine was not quite so alert in descending from 
his elevated post : his companion had mounted 
to assist him down, when the windows of the fair 
donnas opened, and out stalked one of the mascu- 
line gender, who, in no very mild tone, demanded 
"Who was there?*" accompanied by the agree- 
able information that if they moved he would 
shoot them. This polite warning was unheeded 
by the foiled lovers, and just as the marine reached 
the ground, the Don let fly, and knocked off the 
fourth finger of the poor soldier'^s left hand. Be- 
fore he had time to repeat his salute, the discom- 
fited pair made their escape, leaving the hook and 
line as a trophy in the hands of their opponent. 
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from which he could extract no fiirther evidence 
than that which the tell-tale broad arrow impressed 
upon the hook declared, and thence it was inferred 
that the delinquents were English. 

The ladies of the family might perhaps have 
supplied a clue that would have led to their dis- 
covery, but, as one of the adventurers had al- 
ready bled in their service, they compassionately 
retained their suspicions, and I believe would ra- 
ther have submitted to any inconvenience than 
that the joke should have ended so unfavourably 
to one of them. The truth is, they considered the 
threat of an escalade on the part of their admirers 
as mere rhodomontade, and were in a soimd re- 
pose when the hook thrown over the balcony 
startled the fair sleepers, and prevented them from 
recollecting the conversation of the preceding 
day : fear overpowered them ; the attempt to 
unclose the window completed their dismay, and 
they opened out an animated chorus of cries for 
assistance, which were alone exceeded by the loud 
shriek that escaped them at the report of their 
guardian'*s fire. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Racing at Lisbon^^An unlucky purch<i86 — Excursion to Cintra 
— Achievements of our army — Resume my duties on board 
the Myrtle —The ship on fire — Trip to Cadiz— Arrival of 
Coromodore C. in the Grampus — Join the Commodore — A 
jesting order literally obeyed — Its consequences — Flotilla of 
gun-boats — Study of the Spanish language. 

OuB numerous military friends were always 
ready to supply lis with horses, and a ride to 
Campo Grande, to witness the racing, served not 
a little to vary the pleasures of Lisbon. So ena- 
moured were some of His Majesty's naval officers 
with this amusement, that many of them set up 
their stud, and these engoues might be frequently 
seen rigged out on the ground in silk caps and 
jackets, top-boots, &c. whipping and spurring 
their highflyers as they approached the winning 
post in such jockey-like style, as to elicit the 
applause, and occasionally contribute to the 
amusement of their military companions. 

VOL. III. c 
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I was myself infected by this mania for horse- 
flesh, and a proposal of making a tour roimd the 
lines of Torres Vedras, with three or four com- 
rades, almost determined me to purchase a nag for 
the occasion. An acquaintance, who was on the 
point of quitting for England, strengthened my 
inclination this way, by urging me to purchase 
his own, which he assured me was a superior 
animal in every point of view; saying that I 
should deem it a fortunate bargain ; that the 
journey I contemplated would only tend to im- 
prove his condition, and he would be worth at 
least fifty per cent, more on my return. All this 
sounded so very specious that I took my acquaint- 
ance at his word, and the affair was settled by re- 
questing he would order his servant to take the 
nag to the stables of a military friend. As the 
vendor was to embark that night, I of course 
settled with him immediately. The next morn- 
ing, while sitting at the breakfast-table in the Bar- 
fleur^s ward-room, a note was delivered to me 
from the proprietor of the stables in which my 
nag was housed : it ran as follows. 

"My dear S;' 
" Your horse arrived here last night. I have 
only just seen him, and my advice is, that you 
send him inunediately to the slaughter-house, by 
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which you will probably save the expense of having 
him carried there. 

" Youths very truly .'" 

I could scarcely believe my eyesight, nor could 
I be thoroughly convinced of the fact till I had 
visited my unlucky purchase. The friend who 
had been so anxious to accommodate me, was, 
however, wind-bound between Belem and St. 
Julian'^s Castle. I despatched a note requesting 
an explanation of this extraordinary affair, and no 
notice being taken of it, accompanied by my 
fn^d B — , I sought the Yorkshireman. He sus- 
pected a visit, and one of no pleasant nature, for 
on perceiving a boat approaching the ship, he 
with the aid of a telescope reconnoitred its occu- 
pants, and succeeded in procuring a cobble to 
land him on the south side, and we missed him. 
A message was then left with the commanding 
officer of his detachment (to whom the affair 
was explained), that, unless he came forward, 
measures would be adopted to prevent his receiv- 
ing the amount of the bill given him. He did 
not appear ; but in justice I must add, he never 
presented the bill, nor have I ever heard further 
of it. A veterinary surgeon belonging to one 
of the regiments kindly took charge of the horse, 
and after six months'* physicking and coddling, 
c2 
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during which period I had the use of him about 
ten days, I succeeded in selling him for one 
hundred dollars. The expenses (the veterinary 
surgeon having given his own attention gratis, and 
the medicines at prime cost) did not exceed one 
hundred and fifty dollars, s6 that I got off remark- 
ably cheap, and better than my folly deserved. 

The expedition to Cintra and the lines of 
Torres Vedras was not to be abandoned on 
this account. We had obtained permission of 
our own Commander-in-chief, but it was neces- 
sary likewise to obtain that of the military Com- 
mandant of Lisbon, General P — . We waited 
upon the latter, who gave us the trouble of call- 
ing several times, when we at length received 
a positive refusal. We were mightily indignant 
at this unexpected rebuff, and determined to 
pursue our excursion without his concurrence. 
I imagine his reftisal originated in some mistake. 

B — ^n, C-ll-y, our friend the young English 
merchant, and myself, all properly mounted, ac- 
companied by a sumpter-horse in charge of a 
sharp-witted Portuguese boy, well loaded with all 
the good things necessary to the comfort of the 
inward man, set off one fine morning on the 
road to Cintra, full of life and spirits. In 
the evening we reached that paradise on earth ; 
for certainly, of all the countries I have visited 
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during many years'* pilgrimage, whether it be 
to the North, South, East, or West, I know 
of none that, in romantic scenery, or variegated 
charms, can equal that most beautiful of all beau- 
tiful spots. To attempt the description of a 
place immortalized by the pen of the greatest 
poet of the age, would be to expose myself to 
the charge of presumption, and betray my want 
of language to do it justice ; nor will I now 
describe the course of our adventures in that 
delightful expedition. Our steeds being well 
provided for, we resigned ourselves to the goodly 
care of Mrs. — , a worthy Hibernian dame, who 
kept the inn there. 

We rose with the lark, our spirits as elastic 
as the breezes that swept the mountain-tops, 
and feasted our bewildered senses with the en- 
chanting prospect that everywhere presented it- 
self to our dazzled vision. The Palace of Ma- 
tialva, where the famed treaty was signed that 
robbed our brethren and their able leader of the 
laurels they had so nobly won, was one of the 
first places visited. There stood the table upon 
which the treaty was placed to receive the sig- 
nature of the parties; the blotch caused by 
the upsetting of the inkstand on that occasion 
still* remained on the floor. 

Many were the brilliant feats of arms achieved 
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by our counUTmen since the ratification of that 
untoward treaty. The charm thrown araund the 
French arms had been broken by British valour 
and discipline, and had inspired those nations 
who looked upon the soldiers of Napoleon as 
invincible, with fresh enwgy to throw off his 
victorious yoke; British exertion finally led to 
thrir emancipation, and the ov^throw of the most 
mighty conqueror that has ever graced the annals 
of history. And must not every Englishman's 
heart warm within him, when he recalls the deeds 
of compatriots, which raised the military prowess 
and achievements of his country to a pinnacle 
of fame and foreign estimation it had never be- 
fore attained? But vile passions, under the 
garb of liberal feeling, are, by a portion, allowed 
to intervene and darken the glories of her best 
sons : their services are forgotten, and degenerate 
men seek to decry them as a means of hereafter 
pursuing unmolested their own selfish schemes of 
ambition. But let us hope the time is not fer 
distant when common sense will point out the 
political adventurers of the present day in their 
native deformity. 

While we were running down the lines of 
Torres Vedras, our army, under the talented 
man who led it on from one scene of glory to 
anoth^, was investing the stronghold of Bada- 
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joz: before we returned, it had fallen to his 
conquering arms under circumstances redounding 
largely to the renown of England's military 
charact^. The list of killed and wounded waff 
frightful, and plainly showed the obstacles to be 
surmounted by the assailants,— obstacles which 
might haye awed other troops than those famed 
for their courage and sterling worth in the hour 
of arduous enterprise. John Bull, when guided 
by intrepid, decisive officers, will accomplish any 
undertaking within the sphere of practicability and 
possibility. 

The success attending their efforts was hailed 
by the large naval force then in the Tagus, with 
as pure a feeling of pride as if they themselves 
had participated in the glory of the affair. If any 
d^ee of jealousy formerly existed between the 
two services, the seeds of it have long since been 
eradicated. During my career no trace of it was 
visible; on the contrary, there existed a perfect 
unanimity of good and kindly feeling between the 
two professions,, such as should ever reign among 
men who, though nominally divided into two bo^ 
dies, and destined to act separately, should yet be 
one and indivisible in spirit and desire for their 
country's weal. The demand for reinforcements 
on the part of Marshal Beresford was so urgent, 
and the success attendant upon Lord Wellington's 
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operations had so much influenee on the members 
of the Portuguese Regency, that they promul- 
gated an order to the effect that the young men 
who had taken shelter in the cloisters for the pur- 
pose of embracing the clerical profession, were, 
after a certain antecedent date, to be regarded as 
liable to bear arms. 

In a bigoted coimtry like Portugal, such an 
order speaks volumes for the opinion which the 
heads of the government entertained of their al- 
lies. The suggestion, I believe, originated in 
English councils. The consequences were, that a 
vast number of fine stout young fellows, who were 
performing the part of drones, were brought for- 
ward as usefdl subjects, and sent off to recruit the 
thinned ranks of their army. I witnessed a con- 
voy of these recruits marched off, under the title 
of voluntarios, tied together two and two, and 
again made fast to a rope that passed between 
them leading from van to rear, thus binding 
them altogether like a gang of galley-slaves. In 
this state, however, they good-humouredly called 
to the guard at Black-horse square, in passing, 
to turn out and salute the voluntarios. 

I had scarcely been reinstated in my snug 
cabin on board the Barfleur, after our inland 
cruise, when the return of the Myrtle from 
England, i(where she had remained much longer 
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than had been contemplated,) obliged me to re- 
nounce parties, balls, operas, nightly rencontres, 
and the long list of agreeable et-ceteras that fol- 
lowed in the train of our evening visitations to the 
shore. The duties of my office were to be re- 
sumed on board the Myrtle, from which I had 
been exempted four months. 

Captain S— d was one of those officers who 
could readily distinguish betwe^i premeditated 
wrong and accidental trespass ; and though he had 
been put to much inconvenience by my absence, 
expressions of regret on my account alone passed 
his lips, and a friendly welcome greeted my re-ap- 
pearance. He had during my absence kept watch, 
preferring to do so rather than put the second 
lieutenant and master in watch and watch. On 
our passage from Africa he did the same thing. 
It was a pleasure to anticipate the wishes of such 
a commanding officer. If I were to say . I did 
not regret the society of the friends with whom 
I had spent so many agreeable hours on board 
the Barfleur, I am sure I should meet with 
the credit hazarded by such an assertion. I did 
sincerely regret them, but men on the service of 
their country must put aside private feelings, and 
embark with devotion in the duties of their pro- 
fession: 

A few days after my return, sitting at the gun- 
c 5 
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room table taking our wine after dinner, one of 
those unaccountable automatical beings we occa- 
sionally meet with, (whose placidity of manner 
and countenance, under circumstMices the most 
dangerous and distressing, is never ruffled, leav- 
ing us in doubt whether it arises from stupidity or 
want of proper feeling,) entered the gun-room, and, 
with the greatest indiflference, reported most lei- 
surely — "The ship is — on— fire — ^forward — sir.'' 
'* What !^'— "The ship is on— fire— forward— sir/' 
I believe I upset him in my exit, and running for- 
ward, perceived a volume of smoke issuing from 
the gunner's store-room. The door was instantly 
closed, the boatswain piped to quarters, and in a 
very few minutes the firemen had their buckets 
filled. The fire was immediately over the maga- 
zine, and the smell of powder was so strong that 
it was evident some had been burned. In the 
short time that elapsed before all was ready, I 
had descended into the magazine. I certainly 
expected that the moment I opened the door 
would prove the last of my existence ; but I was 
agreeably relieved, on flbding every thing safe ; 
and, thus re-assured, I secured the passage, and 
commenced with the store-room. The smoke was 
suflfocating, but the effects of closing the door 
had not only retarded the progress of the flames, 
but nearly smothered them, so that with a few 
buckets of water the fire was soon extinguished. 
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Whep our safety vnis secured, a course of in- 
quiry began ; and it appeared that the gunnerV 
mate, contrary to the standing orders, h^ taken 
the candle out of the sconce, and was examining, 
a broken rocket by its light: the composition took 
fire, and the good-fw-nothing scoundrel rushed 
out, locked the door, and went upon deck as if 
nothing had happened. The alarm of fire was 
very soon after given, and the happy result I 
have detailed. I was excessively incensed, and 
ordered the culprit to be placed in irons till the 
captain came on board. 

There is no accident so awftd and so horrible 
in its consequences as fire in a ship ; nor is any 
conduct more deserving of severe punishment 
than the infring^nent of the strict regulations 
regarding' fire and lights on board his Majesty's 
ships. While Ae guilty gunnerVmate, whose 
disobedience and subsequent unpardonable con- 
duct had nearly been the means of sending us 
high in air, was waiting in confinement the pu- 
nishment due to his ^ault, I received a letter 
from him so full of jaw-breaking words that I was 
completely puzzled. I regret that I have long 
since lost the precious lit^ary morceau : it was, 
doubtless, intended to overwhelm me with asto- 
nishment at the deep erudition of the prisoner. 
He had for four-and-twenty hours been busily 
employed in culling from the dictionary the 
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catalogue of hard words that had so completely 
posed the first-lieutenant. I can only recollect 
the concluding sentence — **And I trust your 
honour will pensitate upon my pensitive situa* 
tion/^ Unfortunately for him, the more I pen- 
sitated the more guilty he appeared; his literary 
genius could not save him from being disrated^ 
and receiving the chastisement he had so richly 
earned. 

A trip to Cadiz was again cut out for us. 
While at anchor there, a violent gale of wind 
from the westward came on, with a heavy rolling 
sea; during which a galliot was seen in the offing, 
steering for the Bay. Instead of giving the Pu- 
ercos rocks a wide berth, she steered directly for 
them ; nor did the unfortunate crew perceive their 
danger until it was too late to avoid their fatal 
destiny. She struck, and in less than a minute 
disappeared from the face of the waters — she 
was dashed to splinters, and every soul perished. 
Not a possibility existed of offering the sufferers 
assistance. We were all gazing with melancholy 
feelings at the spot where she was lost to view, 
when a part of the wreck floated by the ship. 
Our favourite dog. Boatswain, observing every- 
body intently watching over the side, jumped on 
the hammocks, and, catching sight of the wreck, 
leaped overboard before he could, be arrested, swana 
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to the splinters, seized hold of a large piece, 
and was swept away astern of the ship. To allow 
the noble brute to perish without an attempt to 
save him, was not to be thought of; there was 
not a man in the ship who would not have will- 
ingly ventured his life to save that of the dog. 
At the risk of the boat and crew, the quarter-gig 
was lowered down and pushed off to the rescue. 
The sagacious animal, although nearly drowned, 
kept firm hold of the piece of the wreck, and, 
when the boat reached him, was well nigh ex- 
hausted ; three or four minutes later, it would 
have been all over with the gallant Boatswain. 
Th^y reached the shore in safety ; and on the 
return of fine weather, the deservedly general 
favourite* was safe and well on board again, re- 
ceiving the caresses of his fiiends and messmates. 
While lying in the bay, Commodore C — ar- 
rived in the Grampus. I lost no time in paying 
my respects, and was much gratified at having a 
vacancy offered me on board of her. As the 
Myrtle belonged to the Lisbon station, it was 
necessary to obtain the sanction of the Admiral 
in command there to the exchange. I therefore 
returned to the Tagus, when the request of the 
Commodore was instantly complied with, and I 
lost no time in proceeding to join him. A mise- 
rable Spanish merchant brig was the only imme- 
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diate means that offered ; and the oveiscrupuloTis 
caution of the master, as rdated to his spars and 
masts, ahnost drove me ciazy. During the per- 
formance of vespers they might have all gone over 
the side, rather than the Ave Maria they were 
chanting should be interrupted. 

The smell of garlic, and a compound of other 
horrible accompaniments on board, would, but for 
the aid of some good cigars, have been insupport- 
able; a ham, a few bottles of porter, and plenty 
of good biscuits, preserved me from the necessity 
of running the risk of being poisoned by partaking 
of their oUa podrida. A fortnight passed away 
before 

'' Fair Cadiz rising o'er the dark blue sea/' 

gladdened my eye-sight; and sincerely did I 
congratulate myself when I was safely shipped in 
the gun-room of His Majesty'^s ship Grampus. 

Three of the lieutenants were old ship and 
messmates, therefore I was quite at home« The 
Grampus was fitted out for the express purpose of 
proceeding with the approbation of the Spanish 
Cortes to South America, to settle the disputes 
between the colonies and the mother coimtry. 
The Commodore was appointed first Commissioner, 
in conjunction with Messrs. Morier and Syden- 
ham. In all my visits to foreign countries this 
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visit to Cadiz resta. on my mind as the most 
agreeable I ever paid out* of England, though the 
city was hotly b^ieged by Soult. The afternoons 
and evenings until eight o'^clock were passed on 
shore, in the first society which Spain could pre- 
sent, basking in the fascinating glances of the An- 
dalusian beauties; at night, watching and ex- 
changing compliments with the enemy. Here 
were to be found concentrated all the excitements 
of war which love Imd glory can produce ; one 
hour sighing at the feet of a mistress, the next en- 
gaged with the fi)e — again, enjoying the pleasures 
of the dance, and ere Aurora tinged the eastern 
sky, the angry messengers of Fort Napoleon and 
the Trocadero would perhaps give the quietus to 
many a gallant spark, and curtail the locomotive 
powers of many a votary of Terpsichore. If 
variety is charming, Cadiz afforded an exquisite 
sample of that commodity. The distance between 
the Castle of Puntales and Fort Napoleon, the 
nearest Freileh battery situated on the Trocadero, 
was about seven or eight hundred yards, across 
the narrow channel which separated them, leading 
up to the Isla; and four hours rarely passed 
over without their battering each other in high 
style. Between these contending point^he boats 
of the squadron rowed guard ; shot and shell flew 
over the heads of their crews from both parties. 
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The guard boats were divided into two divi- 
sions, one stationed off St. Mary''s, the other in the 
Trocadero channel. My first nighfs duty was in 
the hitter guard. The lieutenant commanding 
the boats for the night gave me the following 
singular order, " You will remember, sir, to 
be very particular in keeping as close in as possible 
to the Trocadero.*" 

" As close as possible,^^ I repeated. 

" Yes, sir, as close as posi^le.*" 

Thus distinctly ordered, and a novice on that 
particular service, I was far from suspecting any 
jest, and literally obeyed the orders. The moon 
was up, but that luminary was so obscured by 
heavy clouds, that I got to my destination without 
being noticed ; but the moment I lay on my oars, 
I was hailed by the French sentries, and saluted, 
without waiting for a reply, with a volley of mus- 
ketry, and then grape and round in double-quick 
time. This was really no joking matter for us, 
and we moved off as fast as my fellows could 
propel the cutter through the water. On the 
first blaze the clouds broke away, and the moon 
shone Drilliantly, as if to favour the design of 
the enemy of sending myself and crew to king- 
dom con^. 

I pulled over towards Puntales, where I fell 
in with my jesting commanding officer, who, find- 
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ing the fire of the enemy following me up, called 
out most angrily as if I had been a stricken deer, 
"Pull away to port, sir; you 11 bring their fire 
upon us, pull away to port,'' and appeared incli- 
ned to pass a heavy censure upon me ; but this I 
thought rather too good a joke, and begged leave 
to remind him I had only obeyed his instructions. 
As I was a fresh hand, he had very sillily let me 
in for a wrinkle, as he was pleased to style it. 
The French seldom fired upon the boats at night 
imless we got too close in. If an English boat 
-was struck by their shot, their fire would cease, in 
order to allow others to come to their rescue, but 
no such complaisance was shown to the Spaniards, 
their fire was redoubled on such occasions . a 
deadly hatred appeared to exist between the in- 
vaders and the inhabitants of the country. 

The flotilla of gun-boats under the command of* 
Captain Carrol was in beautiful order, and com- 
monly ran along the French batteries every day, 
exchanging shots with the enemy. They were of 
the same kind of boat as that used at Walche- 
ren, but in some points improved upon. They 
were perfectly adapted for that particular service, 
but the accommodation was wretched for the 
officer and men who remained on board. These 
boats were constantly engaged with the enemy 
during the siege ; the casualties were trifling for 
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SO long a period of service. Captain Carroll man- 
oeuvred them in a masterly manner, giving per- 
petual annoyance to the enemy^s works, and elicit- 
ing much admiration from the whole squadron. 

Our forenoons in the Grampus were dedi- 
cated by the majority of the officers to the 
study of the Spanish language, assisted by a pro- 
fessor of that nation. Hablar la lenga Espa^l 
appeared the ruling passion of our mess. Haher 
and Ser^ might be heard conjugated in all 
their different tenses, moods, and persons. Tmir 
proved a stumbling-block to one of our hono- 
rary members, and I believe he never succeeded 
in mastering it. He stuck fast in the present 
tense, and thus acquired the soubriquet of Old 
Tengo. He was one of those good fellows we 
delight to look back upon ; one who was loved 
and respected by all who knew him. He re- 
ceived his promotion as a commander ; the peace 
overtook him, and from having wielded the wea- 
pons of offence and defence with credit to him- 
self, and to the annoyance and frequent annihi- 
lation of the enemies of his country, he became 
one of the inspired of heaven, and died in the 
odour of sanctity. 

Having acquired our lessons in the mornings 
we brought them into play in the afternoon, by 
seeking the society of the charming SeSloritas* 
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There is certainly no method so propitious to the 
acquirement of a language as conversation with 
the native ladies. And when such women as 
Cadiz could then boast of, undertook the task of 
correcting our errors and harmonizing our pronun- 
ciation, the man (save and except my friend 
Tengo) who did not profit by such advantages 
must have been made of dull materials indeed. 

I pretend not to say whether the erudite pro- 
fessor, or our bewitching instructresses, had the 
greatest claim to the credit to be derived from our 
rapid progress in the Spanish tongue ; but with 
the exception of Tengo, who could make himself 
intelligible to his inamorata alone, we in a few 
weeks astonished ourselves and the ladies by our 
fluent rattle. 
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CHAPTER III. 



Hospitality of Mr. B-ir-n^His daughters — Visit to the Artil- 
lery Officers at the Isla — A severe Skirmish — Fox-huntings 
Castle of Puntales — Its gallant Commandant — Lively pro- 
^ menade — Effects of the Vesper bell — An alarm — Join the 
, Jlorps Diplomatique — Bombardment from Fort Napoleon — 
Delightful society — Our Commodore promoted to his Flag^ 
Removal to the Marlborough — Driven into Torbay — A cri- 
tical situation — A strange Sail — Renewed delights at Cadiz 
—Bermuda — Operations against America — Bend our course 
for the Chesapeake — Take an American schooner — Light on 
Cape Henry — Admirable sailing of American schooners-^ 
Infernal machines^A narrow escape. 

The house of Mr. B-rr-n, an Hibernian, 
who had married and had been long settled in 
Spain, was constantly open to us : his hospitality 
was boundless, and the frank, fascinating attentions 
of his lady and two daughters were universally ad- 
mired. A strong naval party were generally to be 
found in possession of the premises. These fair 
damsels might be truly said to count a regiment 
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of admirers in their train, and to have turned the 
brains of half of them. The walking-dress of the 
Andalnsian ladies displays their figures to great 
advantage ; it consists of a plain black silk petti- 
coat, white body, and a veil thrown over the head. 
Nothing can be more becoming than their man- 
tillas ; the snow-white stockings and black shoes 
enclose the prettiest, smallest, neatest feet and 
ankles in the world, and cannot easily be forgot- 
ten : the flirting of their fans, and the bewitching 
airy style with which they tread the ground, are 
as graceful as they arQ peculiar to themselves. 
But I must quit this inspiring subject ; it recalls . 
too forcibly to my .memory that one-and-twenty 
years have passed over my head since these syrens 
led so many of us captives in their silken bonds. 
I had heard a vast deal about Spanish jealousy 
and its disagreeable consequences, but among my 
numerous friends and acquaintances I never knew 
an instance of annoyance or molestation on the 
part of the haughty Dons. 

Our brother blues, of the Artillery, were quarter- 
ed at the Isla. It proved a pleasant interruption 
to the sweets of Cadiz and the disagreeables of 
Cadiz Bay, to pay a visit to them at their quarters 
for a day or two, for which purpose we were accom- 
modated by them with nags. Their mess resem- 
bled all artillery messes : gentlemanly and agree- 



Digitized 



by Google 



46 BECOLLECTIONS OF 

able, their attentions friendly, warm, and kind* 
My intimacy with many branches of the army 
admits of pleasmg retrospections; our cordial 
co-operation together when on service, and our 
unanimity of feeling in private, have impressed 
me with esteem for the whole body. Whilst on 
a visit to these gallant sons of Mars a severe skir- 
mish had taken place the preceding evening, the 
French having driven in our advanced sentries ; 
many had fallen on both sides, but the great loss 
rested with the enemy. We passed over the 
scene of the bloody conflict, and here and there 
the mounds that covered the remains of Mends 
and foes were plainly observable. We pro- 
ceeded on to the advance : a small space (pistol- 
shot distance) intervened between the opposing 
sentries ; a ditch formed the line* of demarcation 
between them. We had not been there long 
before two French officers saluted us, which being 
returned, both parties advanced on either side the 
ditch, and entered into an amicable conversation, 
with all the apparent cordiality and frankness of 
friends. The skirmish of the night before became 
the subject of conversation, and all the little inci- 
dents were recounted by both parties. " How 
many men did you lose in the affair P'"* was the 
question of one of our party. " A mere baga- 
telle; eight. or ten, I believe.'' — "Encore, Mon- 
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sieur le Capitaine, n"*e8t-ce pas ! — we have buried 
nearly double that number."*'*^ — " Cest hien pos- 
sible !^ — ^but how many accompanied them on your 
side?^ — "About the same number/^ — "Ah! 
ah !" and the veteran could not restrain a smile 
of gratification that his countrymen had fallen 
avenged. We continued in friendly chat upon 
indifferent subjects, for both parties appeared ta- 
citly to understand that any questions leading to 
the subject of their mutual operations would have 
been at once useless and impolitic. 

At sunset, with all the politesse imaginable, the 
Frenchmen, after expressing their regret that the 
situation of affairs would not allow any interchange 
of civilities, took leave of us. We departed, and 
entered the slight breastwork of our advanced 
post. Had we moved one step out of it after- 
wards in the direction we had just q^uitted, the 
French sentries would have instantly fired upon 
us. Such are the incongruities of life. 

A bagged fox, from the shores of Barbary, 
occasionally administered to the amusement of 
the lovers of the chase, in which, by the as- 
sistance of their hosts, the naval visiters were 
not backward in joining heart and soul. In 
return for all this hospitality, they would fre- 
quently favour us with their company on board, 
and thus an exchange of friendly intercourse 
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cemented the good feeling between both services. 
Many of these our artillery friends have ho- 
nourably distinguished themselves, and many have 
nobly fallen on the battle-field. 

The Castle of Puntales was in command of 
one of the corps, who, at his own request, re- 
mained there instead of being relieved by his 
brethren at stated periods. I forget how long 
this gallant officer had held the post previously 
to our arrival, but for several months not a 
day had elapsed without his being engaged with 
the enemy many times during the twenty-four 
hours: his quarters were situated in the upper 
part of the castle, and were pretty well defended 
from shot and howitzer shells; but they had 
been several times totally destroyed by those from 
the mortars. As he was always at his post the 
moment the cannonade commenced, he had es- 
caped scatheless in the destruction of his hur- 
ricane house. His coolness, intrepidity, and 
ability, had called forth the admiration of all 
who knew him. After having been exposed to 
the daily, hourly cannonading of the foe for 
months, and to the fatigue attendant on repairing 
the damages inflicted upon the place, to the last 
hour of the siege, this meritorious and gallant 
yoimg man joined in the pursuit of the enemy : 
and on entering the city of Seville, a chance shot 
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from the rear-guard of the retreating French army, 
ended the career of an officer who bade fair to 
attain the highest honours of his profession. He 
was (if my memory is correct) the only person 
killed upon that occasion. His loss was deeply 
and deservedly deplored, not only by his own 
brother officers, but by all his countrymen who 
had, for so long a period, witnessed his noble 
daring. His was a singular destiny, but who shall 
struggle against fate ? 

We occasionally visited him in his fiery quar- 
ters, and more than once it occurred that we had 
to witness the effects of the Frenchman'*s fire, 
and of course to contribute our humble services 
in returning the compliment of the iron salute. 

The enemy's shells had so far increased their 
range, that three-fourths of the city were exposed 
to their effects ; happily, few exploded, from 
the small quantity of powder they contained, 
being nearly filled with lead, to give them an 
additional range. The promenade, situated on 
the north side of the city, where the fashionables 
of both sexes leissembled every evening, was look- 
ed upon as quite out of reach of these disagree- 
able intruders ; and in the perfect confidence of 
security, the noble Spaniards indulged their 
gaiety, and the beauteous belles complacently 
received the compliments of their enthusiastic 

VOL. III. D 
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admireiis. All ^as animation, enjojrment, and 
pleasure : a passing spectator gazing on the pano- 
rama, would have found it diflBcult to believe 
that he beheld the inhabitants of a besieged 
town. The change that * came o^er the scene,' 
as the tinkling of the vesper-bell in the neigh- 
bouring convent announced sunset, was curious 
and striMng enough: the busy hum of human 
voices suddenly ceased,— all stood still, — the joy- 
ous smile was exchanged for the look of devo- 
tion,-^ every man was uncovered, and repeated, 
or appeared to repeat, the Ave Maria to him- 
self, — the lips alone moved without the slightest 
whisper being audible ; not a limb, not a finger 
waa seen to stir ; all were transfixed to the spot, 
so long as the bell continued ringing. When 
it ceased, devotion was as suddenly thrown aside 
as it had been assumed, the thread of conversar- 
tion was again taken up at the point at which it 
had been broken oflT, and hilarity and compliment 
resumed their sway. 

One evening the cry of " Bomba, bomba V^ 
and immediately afterwards the heavy fall of one 
of Fort Napoleon''s messengers, destroyed the 
mirth and beauty of the scene ; the women were 
seen flying and screaming in every direction, and 
the dignified bearing of the noble Spaniards them- 
selves was somewhat deranged for the moment by 
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their clownish endeavours to place their precious 
persons in greater security. The place was cleared 
of its company, with the exception of a few 
English officers, in the twinkling of an eye. 
The wind was from the eastward at the time: 
dther an extra charge of powder in the mortar, 
or a strong &vourable squall in its flight, assisted 
in propelling it so far. It was the only one that 
ever i^tained that distance. Be it as it may, the 
charm of security was broken ; and for the re- 
mainder of the si^e the Almeida was shorn of 
its glories. I must confess the hurry of the grave 
Spaniards in skurrying away from the dreaded 
bomb far exceeded the exertions of their dark*eyed 
countrywomen, whom they most ungallantly left 
to take care of themselves. Telegraphic commu- 
nications were daily received by the flag-ship from 
St.MaryX reporting the movements of the enemy, 
who occupied the town. They were successfully 
and cleverly executed, even to the conclusion of 
the operations against Cadiz; and were never 
discovered by the French. These signals would 
be frequently interchanged several times a day ; all 
the officers of the squadron were aware of the 
existence, of this intercourse and when it took 
place, but none could ever discover the mode 
adopted by the communicant at St. Mary'^s. 
My friend Brg-d, whose vacancy I had filled, 
d2 
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came out from England, and I was superseded ; 
and Mr. D-k-s, the private secretary to the firet 
Commissioner, having joined the suite of Sir 
Henry Wellesley as an attache, I was placed in 
the vacant situation. I had thus the honour of 
nominally joining the corps diplomatique, but 
continued to perform those duties that were much 
more congenial to my habits and inclination. 

After waiting several weeks, the discussion in 
the Cortes came on respecting the English medi- 
ation with the Spanish colonies. It lingered from 
week to week ; the natural repugnance felt by the 
nation at foreign interference in their colonial 
squabbles, gained the day, and their sanction was 
refused to the conmiissioners proceeding for such 
purpose : and thus was destroyed the last hope that 
remained of bringing them again under the sway 
of the mother country. The decree of non-inter- 
ference having been ratified, our stay at Cadiz was 
no longer necessary, and we prepared to quit 
scenes of war, love, and gaiety, for our native land. 
The bombardment from Fort Napoleon conti- 
nued more briskly, and with greater effect, than 
had before been experienced ; scarcely a day now 
passed without several suffering from the fire of 
the enemy, and thrice happy were those considered 
among the Spanish ladies, (I do not think I 
should err if I included the Spanish gentlemen,) 
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wHo had the opportunity offered to them of es- 
caping being crushed or maimed by the ponderous 
shells which fell into the city. I am quite cer- 
tain that the pleasure among the officers must 
have equalled, if not exceeded, that of the female 
part of the family of Mr. B-rr-n, when it was 
announced that the Commodore had offered them 
a passage to England, and that it had been ac- 
cepted. Their fescinating society was the only 
solacQL left us in quitting that charming town. 

The corps diplomatique being re-embarked, and 
the ladies who were to accompany us having like- 
wise taken up their quarters in the Grampus, we 
bade adieu to the beleaguered city. 

I must pass over the scenes of love and rivalry 
created by M-rg-ta and M-q-ta among his Ma- 
jesty"'s officers ; not a few of them were guilty 
of a breach of orders as officers of the watch, in 
allowing that attention to be directed towards 
their tottering steps, which, in duty bound, ought 
alone to have been paid to their more bulky charge. 
They might be truly styled queens of hearts, for 
they reigned triumphant ; except the master, it 
would have been difficult to have found one indivi- 
dual out of the whole ward-room mess, who was not 
more or less shattered in the region of the heart, 
so admirably did the lady artillerists use their fire- 
flashing weapons. 
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. Delightful as was the society of the channiiig 
M-rg^ta and M-q-ta to the lieutenants and offi* 
cers of his Majesty'^s ship Giampus, and convinced 
as I am at all times of the magical poweis of the 
fair sex in calling forth all that is good and great 
in man, devotedly as I admire and prize them, I 
much doubt whether I should covet the presence 
of such an enchantress as M-rg-ta on board my 
ship, to ignite the upper works of inflammable lieu- 
tenants and midshipmen. 

The prolonged passage between Cadiz and Spit- 
head, which at other times would have heaped male- 
dictions upon the old fifty-gun ship, was considered 
by the enamoured officers as much too short. 
Our passengers proceeded to London, the coquet- 
tish M-rg-ta triumphing in the wicked havoc she 
had made, and sealing that triumph by the mode 
of taking leave of her numerous admirers, and the 
warm manner with which she invited them to visit 
her family in the metropolis. 

The 12th of August was at hand, and the 
expectation of a general promotion, that never- 
feiling source of interest to both army and navy, 
engrossed all minds. 

Our Commodore was promoted to his flag, and 
appointed to the naval command in Cadiz Bay ; 
an event which was hailed by the officers who were 
to follow him into the Marlborough as the ne 
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plus ultra of good fortune. Their feelings were 
in some degree damped by the intelligence that 
Marshal Soult had broken up the siege and re- 
treated, which of course detracted in no small 
degree from the importance of the station, much 
as we rejoiced as Englishmen at the object of the 
enemy being defeated. The disappointment, 
however, was much alleviated by the company of 
the ladies back, with the addition of two female 
relatives, who had previously quitted Cadiz, and 
were now anxious to return. 

By our removal to the Marlborough we were 
placed under a Captain whose generosity of heart 
and warmth of feeling endear him to all who tave 
the pleasure of ranking him among their friends. 
The band on board the Grampus was but indiffer- 
^t ; the most promising of the members were 
removed to the Marlborough to form the nucleus 
of another and a better. The charge of disci- 
plining and attending to the musicians was willingly 
undertaken by the most musical of the lieutenants* 
By the zeal and perseverance of Lieutenant C— s, 
no less than twenty aspirants were enrolled, and 
bade fair, under his able superintendence, to be- 
come a credit to his exertions, and a source of 
pleasure and amusement to all hands. The Lieu- 
tenants task was however ended by Sir Thomas 
Hardy offering the late band of the Barfleur to 
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his former messmate and captain our Admiral: 
whicli being gladly accepted, we became pos- 
sessed of the very best set of performers in his 
Majesty's navy, the same I have before spoken of 
at Lisbon. Out of the men collected by Lieu- 
tenant C — s, a small horn-band was selected, 
and the rest dispersed among other ships. Thus 
doubly armed with musical delights, our pa»- 
sengers re-embarked, and, with a convoy tacked to 
our heels, we set off to the westward. Previously 
to our departure from Spithead, the news of the 
commencement of hostilities by America was re- 
ceived, but, as the orders in council (the osten- 
sible cause of the war) had been rescinded, and 
we had not made any coimter-dedaration, it was 
conceived the affair would be amicably adjusted. 

A gale from the south-west drove us into 
Torbay; the wind the following morning sud- 
denly chopped round to the south-ea3t, and began 
to blow so hard that only those of the convoy 
that lay well out were enabled to get away. 
The heavy sea that immediately rolled in, and the 
increasing gale, prevented us from weighing anchor ; 
the close-reefed topsails were set, and the yards 
braced up for casting to starboard : on the order 
being given to slip, she paid off, but unfortunately 
something went wrong on the lower deck ; and 
she was brought up again for the moment with 



Digitized 



by Google 



' A SAVXh LIFE. 5T 

the wmd rather on the starboard bow, at which 
instant the cable was cleared, the end flew out of 
the hawse-hole, and the ship cast in-shore. It 
was doubtful whether there was space to wear and 
clear Berry Head : our situation was most critical ; 
had we let go another anchor, the probability is 
we should have snapped the cable, and encreased 
the difficulties of our position. The Admiral de- 
cided at once that there was room, put the helm 
up, and wore her in as short a space as was prac- 
ticable: intense anxiety and suspense filled our 
breasts as she came to the wind. By getting the 
courses upon her, she looked to windward — it was 
however a * touch and go ;** the lee yard-arms ap- 
peared as if they would graze the face of the 
beetling diflT; the angry waves, as they rebounded 
from the rocks, dashing their spray over our lee- 
gangway, assisted in keeping us to windward. 
Her own breadth more to leeward, and I doubt 
whether any of us would have been left to tell 
the tale of woe. A number of the military 
standing on the head above us, saw and trembled 
at our frightful danger— rthere could scarcely have 
been a nearer approach to destruction. Lieute^ 
nant B-g-d has taken an exact representation of 
the Marlborough'^s perilous situation. We had 
good reason to congratulate ourselves. 

Before the Marlborough got clear of the Chan- 
d5 
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nel, a French privateer schooner was found at 
daylight among our convoy : the gentleman had a 
clean pair of heels, and as we could not leave our 
diarge, we were obliged to abandon the diase. 
Forty-eight hours afterwards, we observed a 
stranger with a heavy press of sail coming down 
upon our weather bow, evidmitly chased by 
two others astern ; we immediately tacked to 
intercept her. The position of the chasing vessels 
was such that no alternative was left to the pur* 
sued but to endeavour to cross our hawse ; she 
was soon made out to be an enemy'^s cruiser, and 
apparently the self-same privateer that had so lately 
led us a short dance. In her course she passed 
close to some of the merchant-vessels: she re- 
minded me of a wolf hard pressed passing among 
a flock of sheep, and whose devouring propen- 
sities at any other time would have been satiated 
only by their destruction, but who now looked 
neither to the right nor to the left at the tempting 
prey he so much coveted. The fellow behaved 
most gallantly, and held out to the last moment. 
He had got on our weather beam ; his only chance 
of escape, if chance there existed, was to cross 
our bows, out of the range of our fire ; but the 
Dotterel on his weather quarter forced him under 
our guns. We did not fire any round shot, not 
wishing to damage property which it was clear 
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would very soon be our own. The surfeit he got 
of grape and cannister, and the utter hopelessness 
of freeing himself from the toils that surrounded 
him, at length induced the gentleman to fifive up 
the ghost — ^but not before our fire had saved him 
tiie trouble of shortening sail. The vessel turned 
out to be the identical craft we had chased, " La 
Leonore,'' of ten guns and eighty men, just out 
of port, and as likely to have proved a tax upon 
the pockets of the underwriters as any of her pre- 
decessors. The jaize being made over to the 
DottereFs charge, we pursued our trackless path 
to the southward, enlivened by lots of flirtation, 
waltzing, and music. 

The white walls of Cadiz, as they rose from the 
bosom of the deep, terminated the scenes of love 
and rivalry on board his Majesty's ship Marlbo- 
rough. The goddesses at once of love and dis- 
cord were restored to the paternal roof. We 
found the city completely changed in appearance : 
now it was comparatively flat and deserted ; pre- 
viously to our departure it had been crowded with 
the first families of Spain, who had sought refuge 
within its walls. The retreat of Marshal Sotilt 
enabled them to revisit their properties and 
friends. The Regency had wisely set to work in 
cutting canals, and endeavouring to render the 
Trocadero so strong as to bid defiance to any 
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future besiegers, being the only spot whence the 
town could be annoyed by shells.* 

Six weeks of the renewed delights of Cadiz, 
with its tertulias, balls, &c. which, if less btilliant 
than formerly, were scarcely less agreeable, had 
passed over our heads, when dispatches were re- 
ceived, ordering the Admiral to the North Ame- 
rican station. Our country claimed our services in 
another hemisphere ; and if regret did mingle with 
deeper and other feelings at our change of des- 
tiny, it was only for a moment ; the tocsin of war 
called us to battle with other, bitterer foes, and 
the call was obeyed with alacrity, by hearts 
pledged and devoted to their country's weal. 
Brief was the time permitted for the arrange- 
ment of affairs of the heart; important duties 
UHg^ us onward, and his Majesty"'s ship Marl-: 
borough was quickly seen gliding out of the bay, 
ploughing her way to colder lands and less con- 
genial skies. 

We anchored in Funchal Roads on our way to 

Bermuda. The Admiral went on shore, and the 

1)arge had scarcely returned, when a gale of wind 

* Notwithstanding all the additional works and fortifications 
thrown up for the defence of Cadiz, the Duke d'Angouleme 
speedily gained possession of them, and the city itself, from which 
Soult was obliged to retire. In their successful struggle against 
Soult, the Spaniards had the English as allies ; at the latter attack 
they were left to themselves. 
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cmmnenced from the westward ; and every vessel 
excepting ourselves was blown out to sea ; during 
the night it veered more to the southward, and 
again His Majesty'^s ship Marlborough was in 
inuninent danger of shipwreck. When the storm 
abated, the Admiral re-embarked, and we weighed. 
On heaving up the anchor it was found that two 
out of the three strands of the cable had parted at 
the clinch. The sea was swarming with American 
privateers, but, though we frequently heard of 
them by neutrals, on our passage to Bermuda, we 
did not catch a glimpse of one. We arrived at 
our destination at the conmiencement of the new 
year. 

Bermuda assumes the aspect of a paradise when 
approached on a fine day, and might be supposed 
the fevoured dwelling-place of a race of Ariels. 
The numerous islands reposing on its glassy lakes, 
and reflected as in a mirror by the clear blue sea, 
lend a degree of enchantment to the scene scarcely 
oedible ; but, alas ! like our own weak vain desires, 
that which appears so delightful and most to be 
prized in the distant perspective, too often ends 
in delusion and vexation as we approach the goal 
of our long-cherished aspirations. So it is with 
the sunny islands of Bermuda : rapture and de- 
light are the first sensations that fill the mind; 
they are speedily chased away, and succeeded by 
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more than disappointment, as the weary mariner^ 
sick of the sea, treads the deceptive shore : — some 
spots there are, however, which will live in song. 

The entrance to Murray'^s anchorage is veiy 
properly styled the Narrows; there is not a 
greater space between the rocks than will admit of 
one ship passing at a time ; while she touches the 
buoy on one side, the other is scarcely ten or fif- 
teen feet distant from the opposite 'friendly mark. 
Among the men-of-war lying here, we found the 
Belvidera, Captain Byron, whose brilliant retreat 
from Commodore Rodgers and his squadron, un- 
der very disadvantageous circumstances, was as 
gratifying to the naval circle as to his countrymen 
at large. The news so anxiously expected of the 
operations against Ammca, by no means corre- 
sponded with the justifiable hopes formed by the 
auccessfiil exertions of Captain Byron ; it only 
created an ardent wish to take our departure for 
the coast : and though we knew the enemy had 
no ship to oppose to an English seventy-four, 
we were fully aware that Admiral Cockbiim 
would cut out plenty of work for the Ame- 
ricMjs, as well as sufficient employment for those 
placed under his command. The continual ar- 
rival of captured vessels clearly showed that a 
rich harvest was to be gathered by only putting 
in our sickle ; but we had to wait a month for 
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the Commandeivin-cliief, Sir John Warren. A 
tantalizing month passed away on leaden wings 
before we saluted his flag. Three days more 
were consumed in courts-martial on the Captain 
of the Victorious, relative to a convoy, and the 
Commander of the Frolic, which vessel had been 
captured by the enemy: both were honourably 
acquitted. On the fifth, we put to sea with four 
line-of-battle ships, two frigates, and a brig, and 
bent our course towards the Chesapeake. The 
passage was long and stormy, but several prizes 
were captured en route. The Rear Admiral, 
hting extremely desirous of arriving at his desti- 
nation, carried on against contrary winds, in a 
style that astonished some of the senior captains 
of the squadron^ and in a fortnight we arrived off 
Cape Henry. 

The day we made the land the Dragon was 
sent in chase of two schooners, and succeeded 
in capturing both: they were commanded by 
officers in the American navy, who had been 
stationed off the Chesapeake for the purpose of 
warning off their countrymen from entering 
the bay : they were beautifiil pilot-schooners, and 
proved invaluable as tenders, to which purpose they 
were immediately converted. We foimd our little 
squadron lying in Lynhaven Bay, consisting of 
the Maidstone, Belvidera, and two or three sloops 
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of war. The boats^ crews of the frigates, under 
Lieutenant Kelly Nazer, had two or three days 
previous to our arrival distingmshed themselves in 
boarding and capturing, after a severe resistance, 
the Lottery, a large letter of marque schooner^ 
mounting six twelve-pounders. The commander 
of the American vessel entitled himself to the 
highest respect from his captors, by the determined 
manner in which he fought his vessel ; nor did 
he yield till he had lost eighteen men out of 
twenty-eight, and was himself mortally wounded ; 
the boats had one man killed and five wounded. 
It was considered so brilliant an affair, that the 
Rear Admiral expressed his approbation of it in 
public orders. 

The Ramillies, Poictiers, and some of the 
smaller craft, were despatched off Philadelphia 
and New York ; the rest remained to be distri- 
buted up and down the Chesapeake. 

In less than a week, our acquaintance with 
Brother Jonathan commenced. A fine schooner 
had attempted to run through Lynhaven Bay 
during the night ; she failed in her purpose, and 
was discovered at daylight, six or seven miles off, 
endeavouring to gain Hampton Roads. The boats 
were despatched, imder Lieutenant Westphal: he 
soon came up with her, and, pushing alongside 
under a smart fire of grape and musketry, gained 
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her decks, and added another clipper to the prize 
list. 

The enemy, contrary to his own interest, (a 
rare occurrence with citizens of the United States,) 
had extinguished the light on Cape Henry : this 
gratuitous act saved us the trouble of " dowsing 
the glim.'^ None of our vessels had yet ascended 
the bay : the enterprising inhabitants of Baltimore 
wisely took advantage of this circumstance, by 
sending their letters of marque and privateers 
down in the neighbourhood of New Point Com- 
fort, there to wait for one of the severe north- 
west gales that frequently blow at that period of 
the year. During the dark nights, six and eight 
at a time would endeavour to push by the 
squadron Ijdng in Lynhaven Bay. Our sloops- 
of-war and frigates would slip on these occasions 
in chase ; but, if the clippers succeeded in getting 
outside the Capes, they dispersed, and some 
were sure of escaping: it, however, frequently 
occurred that they ran aground on Cape Henry, 
and were of course destroyed by us. Had the 
light been burning, it would have proved a 
certain guide to them in avoiding the middle 
ground, and have enabled them to clear the 
dangers of the channel, and proceed to sea. To 
vessels coming in, it would have proved in- 
valuable, as, after nightfall, they might have made 
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the light, and by its assistance passed suffi- 
ciently high up the bay to be out of sight of 
us at daylight. It is very possible many would 
have fallen into our hands, but escape, in a stiff 
breeze and dark night, was not only possible but 
highly probable: the light would have been a 
source of annoyance to us, and its extinction did 
us good service. No less than four or five beau^ 
tiful American clippers, from two hundred and 
fifty to three hundred tons, were lost one night 
inside Cape Henry ; and it repeatedly happened 
that, fearful of the middle ground, they erred on 
the opposite side. On quitting New Point Com- 
fort they were of course obliged to trust solely to 
the compass, which probably varied from some 
local cause of attraction. Soundings were out of 
the question, running at the rate of eleven knots 
an hour ; the first shock on striking the ground 
sent their masts over the side, and rendered them 
complete wrecks. Those of our own squadron 
who slipped, generally managed to take each his 
bird; but the chase frequently continued one, 
two, and sometimes three days, so admirably did 
these beautiful schooners sail. 

Their great and favourite point of sailing, when 
not close hauled, was dead before the wind, as they 
were enabled to spread an immense cloud of can- 
vass on one mast; when chased by our square- 
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rigged vessels, and pressed hard, they generally 
endeavoured to get on that point. Many escaped 
by this manoeuvre. Ships which do not shine be- 
fore the wind, indeed every square-rigged vessel, 
might advantageously adopt the plan of beating to 
leeward. As the expression of beating to leeward 
may appear somewhat enigmatical to many of my 
readers, it will be well to explain my meaning. 
In square-rigged vessels, the head sails going be- 
fore the wind are becalmed, and, instead of accele- 
rating the sailing of the vessel, rather retard her 
progress. The sails on the mizen-mast contribute 
to deaden those on the main-mast, therefore not 
half the canvass spread proves of any utility ; what 
is found to be a light breeze going before it, on 
crossing it obliquely is felt to be a fresh wind. 
When therefore a vessel of which you are in pur- 
suit adopts the first-named manoeuvre, and it is 
found she outsails you, or you do not gain upon 
her, instead of keeping directly in her wake, by 
hauling up a couple of points the head-sails draw, 
and the velocity of the ship is increased full one^ 
fifth. Suppose a ship before the wind steering 
north, going at the rate of five knots an hour, 
and holding her own with another vessel two 
miles ahead of her ; by hauling up two or three 
points all her sails draw, arid she increases her 
rate immediately to six knots, — the probability is 
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she would exceed that computation ; steering 
north-north-east and north-north-west alternately, 
you would gain nine-tenths of a knot an hour 
upon the north course, and by not bringing the 
chase to the westward or eastward of the above two 
named points, you could never increase your dis- 
tance from her at any one time by remaining too 
long on one tack. Thus you would in little 
more than two hours be alongside of her, or force 
her out of her best point of sailing. Sir George 
Cockbum, when he commanded La Minerve, by 
adopting this plan took La Mouche, one of the 
fastest-sailing privateers out of France. On 
making a passage I always followed this course, 
particularly in the trade winds ; reaping the 
advantage of making much greater way, with the 
additional comfort of keeping the ship steadier, 
and the wear and tear of sails and rigging con- 
siderably lessened. 

While the squadron remained in Lynhaven 
Bay, the guard-boats were stationed in advance 
every night, as the enemy's determination to at- 
tempt the destruction of our vessels by means of 
torpedoes was known. We had never seen any of 
these much-vaunted -infernal machines, which were 
to blow us into the air; — ^to defeat this Ame- 
rican project, buoys were moored ahead of each 
vessel when riding to the ebb tide. Our curi- 
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osity was shortly to be indulged with a view of 
the whole apparatus, which materially lessened 
the danger in our eyes. 

One dark night, when in command of the ad- 
vanced-guard, I fell in with an American schooner 
attempting to escape from Hampton Roads; 
having succeeded in capturing her, I brought her ^ 
to an anchor, not wishing to disturb the squadron 
at that hour by sending a strange sail in among 
them. I left a midshipman and six hands in charge 
of her, and, distributing the prisoners among the 
boats, resumed my occupation. Shortly after- 
wards we fell in with a strange gig, which not 
answering the parole, we gave chase to her: it 
was a torpedo boat, and it was lucky for the crew 
they escaped. At dawn of day I returned on 
board the prize for the purpose of getting her 
under weigh, and taking her down to the squadron. 
On arriving alongside, I found Mr. P — ^1, the 
midshipman whom I had left in charge, busily 
employed with his men hauling on board what he 
conceived to be a great prize. As I stepped on 
board, their united endeavours had succeeded in 
landing it on the schooner's deck. At the first 
glance the truth flashed across my mind. It was 
« torpedo. By some singular good agency the 
men in hoisting it on board had seized upon the 
only line of the many attached to the machine 
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tliat would not have ensured their destruction. 
The boat we had chased in the night, on being 
discovered, was supposed to have cut it away* 
Observing the arrow and buoy§ floating alongside, 
Jack got hold of the spar, and finding something 
attached to it kept hauling away, wondering with 
all his might what the devil he had got hold 
of. Had I not arrived at that precise moment, 
it is more than probable they would have pulled 
one of the fatal laniards that must have launched 
them into eternity. I instantly ordered every 
man to quit it, and, careftdly cutting away the 
ropes and lines attached to it, I felt more at 
my ease, and began to scrutinize the diabolical 
messenger. It was nothing more than a long cask 
with a thick square piece of iron containing the 
gun-lock fixed on to the bunghole ; in this piece 
of iron was inserted a peg of the same material, 
to which the lines were fastened ; the withdrawal 
of the peg, as I suspected, would have completed 
friend Jonathan's humane intention. But I took 
especial good care to leave it unmolested till all 
danger should cease in handling it. Having 
cleared it from its gear, I broke in the head, and, 
starting the three hundred pounds of gunpowder 
it contained into the sea, commenced my exami*o 
nation. The sting extracted, I pulled out the 
peg, and the click of the lock and the flash in the 
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pan confirmed the wisdom of my precaution. The 
clearance I made of the gear debarred me from 
forming perhaps a correct idea of the manner in 
"which it was to be guided to its destination, but 
I will state the inference I then drew from its 
" appliances and means to boot/'' The. torpedo 
appeared to have been slung to the centre of a 
imiall spar supported at each end by a buoy^ 
about fourteen or fifteen feet below the surface of 
the water. To each of these buoys a line was 
made fest, leading to the peg before mentioned. 
To keep the buoys parallel to the beam of the 
vessel to be attacked, other lines from the buoys 
were attached to the end of another spar, styled 
an arrow, which floated in a line with the stream, 
forming a triangle, the spar between the buoyd 
being the base ; to the opposite end of the arrowj 
the line was made fast which was to veer it astern 
in the hawse of the vessel. If it came athwart 
hawse as intended, the buoys must pass on either 
side of the cable — ^the force of the tide then sweep- 
ing the torpedo under the bows, and the whole 
weight of the apparatus coming upon the line 
from the peg to the buoy caught by the ship^s 
cable, drew the fatal peg, and the explosion took 
place. If the machine could be fixed to the 
bottom of the ship, her destruction must ensue ; 
but the folly of setting them adrift in the manner 
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pursued by the Americans must be obvious: 
even allowing they had got athwart hawse, it is 
extremely doubtful whether they would have ef- 
fected any material mischief; besides, the pre- 
caution of mooring buoys ahead of the ships 
would have completely frustrated such futile at- 
tempts. I believe a great many were set adrift, 
and found their way into the Atlantic — one ex- 
ploded near the Plantagenet, but we never ex- 
perienced any damage from them. They only 
tended to irritate the minds of our men, so 
that, had the enemy been caught in the fact, I 
doubt whether mercy would have been shown to 
him. 

These attempts were cut short for the time 
by taking up our anchorage, two days after the 
torpedo business, in Hampton Roads. On our 
approach, the enemy''s frigate Constellation mov- 
ed higher up, above Crany Island, surrounded 
by large gun-boats, each mounting two twenty- 
four pounders. 

From this anchorage we scoured the different 
rivers with our boats, and took a great many 
vessels, some valuably laden, comprising ships, 
brigs, and schooners ; not a day passed without 
adding to the list of captures. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

British Licences sold in the United States— Plan to capture the 
Constellation— Establish an understanding with some Ame- 
ricans — Leave our Anchorage— Capture of an American 
Privateer— An Action— lu result— Anchor the Prizes— A 
drunken Ciew-^ Dangerous situation —. Flattering opinion 
of themselves entertained by the Americans— American me- 
thod of statmg " facts" — Attack upon French-town. 

At this period, in consequence of the course 
events had taken in the Peninsula, a number of 
British licences were sent over to America, to 
protect any vessel bound to Lisbon with supplies. 
I believe it is a well-known fact that they were 
publicly sold in the United States. We cap- 
tured a fine ship in Jameses river; when the 
boats took possession of her, the master was ab- 
sent. The poor man endeavoured to humbug us 
by purchasing a licence at Norfolk ; a few days 
afterwards he made his appearance in a flag of 
truce, assuring the Admiral he was bound to Lis- 
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bon with supplies for our anny, and as a proof of 
his assertion, he tendered the licence just pui>- 
chased, filled up with his own and the vesseFs 
name, stating that he had by accident taken it 
on shore with him. Jonathan's manoeuvre was 
worth trying, but it did not succeed. Two or 
three vessels that we found in the river, who pro- 
duced their licences on boarding them, were not 
captured, but warned not to proceed on account 
of the blockade. 

Our guard-boats approached so near the Con- 
stellation and the gun-boats every night, that 
a plan was formed to capture or destroy her by 
the boats under our first lieutenant Westphal. 
The time of attack fixed upon was inmiediately 
after the frigate swung to the ebb tide, when her 
stem would be presented to our advance. The 
line of gun-boats lying outside of her were to 
be attacked by a strong division of boats, at the 
same time two fitted with rockets were to endea* 
vour to push on under the stem of the firigate, 
and discharge them into her ; another strong de- 
tachment of boats was to support these, and it 
was hoped, amidst the uproar and confusion that 
must have ensued on board, that by pushing 
alongside, and taking advantage of the moment, 
she might have been captured and destroyed, if 
the rockets of themselves did not settle the latter 
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business. It was a well-arranged plan, and every 
officer was so thoroughly cognizant of the par- 
ticular duty expected of him, that the success 
of the expedition was never doubted. Two or 
three days elapsed before the wind and tide 
answered our purpose. At ten o^clock the boats 
of the squadron assembled, and, each officer having 
received his instructions, we started off for our 
destination. The distance was not more than 
four or five miles ; but the weather, which had 
assumed a threatening aspect the whole evening, 
changed soon after we quitted the ships, and 
began to blow so hard as materially to impede 
our progress : when within a couple of miles of 
the Constellation, the gale increased so heavily 
that we were unable to hold our own, and the 
launches were dropping rapidly astern. Lieu« 
tenant Westphal persevered to the last moment 
in hopes of a lull ; too long indeed, for day broke 
and discovered us to the enemy, who, taking 
advantage of the hint, moved higher up, and 
adopted such additional precautions for his secu- 
rity that all further attempts must have been 
fruitless. The anxious mind of my messmate, 
and the brilliancy of the exploit in perspective, 
goaded him on, for we all know how loth every 
officer is to abandon an enterprise of such a nature 
entrusted to his command, until absolute necessity 
E 2 
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compels him to relinquish it; but we camaot 
war against the elements, and the Constellation was 
fated to remain in security during the whole war 
ready for sea in Norfolk river. 

We landed in several places up James's river, 
and obtained supplies and intelligence, nightly, 
of what was going on in the neighbourhood. 
Wild fowl abounds in the Chesapeake and its 
tributary streams ; rowing up the rivers during the 
night, the quack-quacking was continuous as we 
broke in upon their nocturnal slumbers. We 
could hardly believe ourselves in an enemy'^s 
country, as we silently swept over the still waters 
with our muffled oars, listening to the rustling of 
the trees on the banks, the barking of the watch- 
dogs, and the midnight crowing of chanticleer, as 
they occasionally broke in upon the silence of the 
night. 

We very soon established an imderstanding 
with some of the inhabitants in the immediate vi- 
cinity of the river, who willingly met our views and 
cared for our safety when landed. We cannot 
suppose that their friendship originated in regard 
for us, but certainly they found protection and 
profit in the alliance. If any force was lurking in 
the vicinity, and we were expected by our friends, 
a signal from them, not perceptible to their com- 
patriots, warned us of the danger, and we were 
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prepared accordingly. Our means of security 
were afterwards greatly increased by the assistance 
of the negroes* Though several snares and am- 
bushes were laid for me during our after services 
in the Chesapeake, I escaped them through the 
agency of my invisible friends ; but I am likewise 
bound to confess that I suspect the same cour- 
tesy was shown by my coadjutors to their own 
immediate partisans, and that an expose of the 
movements on either side was careftJly reported 
to the contending parties, thereby fairly balan- 
cing in their own minds the account of services 
rendered. 

While remaining in Hampton Roads, an Ame- 
rican ship, during a gale of wind, ran in from sea, 
passed our ships in Lynhaven Bay, and, steering 
for Hampton, appeared determined to try the 
same game with the squadron Ijring off there. 
Every ship was prepared, and she must have been 
knocked to pieces had she persisted; but, fortu- 
nately for the Master and crew, she took the 
ground on the horse-shoe shoal, and was taken 
possession of. When the gale moderated, we 
hove her off. 

Having cleared the surrounding waters of every 
craft within our ken, and the Commander-in-chief 
arriving in Lynhaven Bay, we left our snug ancho- 
rage in Hampton Roads, and joined him in the 
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former place, accompanied by a convoy of prizes, 
which the Junon took under her charge to con- 
dtict into port. 

A fine American privateer brig of sixteen guns 
entered the bay just before daybreak, and was 
discovered within gun-shot, endeavouring to pass 
our frigates. The Acasta, Narcissus, and Statira, 
were instantly under weigh; some well-directed 
shot from the Ij^tter obliged her to surrender 
before the master could accomplish his purpose of 
running her on shore. She had proved an unfo> 
tunate speculation for her owners, having been at 
sea six months without having made a single 
capture. 

On the first of April we weighed to proceed 
up the bay. On the second, when abreast of 
New Point Comfort, we gave chase to five vessels, 
four of which were large schooners. As we 
brought a breeze up with us, they took shelter in 
the Rappahannock river. At four o'clock, the 
squadron anchored at the mouth off Windmill 
Point, and the boats of the squadron were des- 
patched in pursuit of the strangers, who were lost 
sight of by a turn of the river. We continued in 
chase all night; at daylight the enemy was dis- 
covered at anchor, but, on perceiving us, immedi- 
ately weighed and formed in line of battle, with 
their sweeps out. Lieutenant Polkinghome, the 
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comtnanding officer of the expedition, in the St 
Dconingo^s bafge ; the Statira's pinnace, Lieu- 
tenant Bishop ; the Maidstone's yawl, Lieutenant 
Liddon ; and the first and second barges of the 
Marlborough, under Li^tenant Urmston and my* 
self, were the only boats in sight :• — Wl the others 
had been left far behind in the extraordinary long 
pull since we left the ships. The morning was 
beautiful, with a light air from the eastward. 
The river here formed a large bay, in which our 
enemies were drawn up in battle array on the lax* 
board tadk, with just a sufficiency of wind to keep 
them under command. The stars and stripes 
were floating proudly at their peaks, and the pen* 
dants at their mast-heads informed us they were 
men-of-war: their guns were run out, and all pre- 
pared to receive us. Their aspect was formidable 
to our small force, but it in no way diminished the 
confidence of our commanding officer, or those 
under him. 

The Marlborough's boats, from being much 
faster, were a considerable way ahead of the others, 
and had lain on their oars waiting for their consorts 
to come up, when, the wind freshening a little, and 
fearing a further increase might prevent the at- 
tack, it was determined not to wait for them, but 
to endeavour to delay their escape, by bringing 
on a cannonade, and thereby affi)rding the chance 
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of lulling the freshening breeze. Under these 
circumstances we pulled down upon the centre of 
their line. On getting well within gun-shot, the 
whole of the enemy's vessels opened their broad- 
sides upon us : this salute, however, created only 
an additional desire in the hearts of our brave 
fellows to close. 

In the conversation that passed between the 
two boats as they approached the enemy, it was 
decided, after getting well down upon the centre 
of the enemy's line, that our course should be 
altered, and our attention turned to cutting oif 
the stemmost, largest, and most warlike-looking of 
the whole. It is but justice to the memory of 
Lieutenant XJrmston to state, that he believed the 
vessel we had fixed upon to be the Pox privateer, 
one of the largest of the schooner rig out of Ame* 
rica, and which we knew had been fitting out at 
Baltimore. 

The object of pulling down in the manner I 
have described having succeeded, we forthwith 
pursued our ulterior intention of attack. The ex- 
citation of the affair increased every moment as 
the shot whizzed and splashed around us ; every 
salvo of the enemy's artillery was answered by a 
cheer. 

" Hurrah, my men, give way ! we shall soon 
be alongside of her." 
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''Hurrah! my nobles,'^ repeated Brush, the 
strokesman, "let's get on board and pipe to 
breakfast ; don''t you see the cook standing by his 
coppers akeady for serving you out your whack ?**" 
and Brush nearly got his whack as the last words 
were uttered. "D — n your eyes, Mr, Yankee- 
doodle ! I ""ll pay you off for that presently — Give 
way, my lads, give way !*" and the tough oars bent 
double under the lusty strokes of the sinewy arms 
that tugged at them. 

As we approached the weather-bow of the 
Arab, the skipper tacked to bring his starboard 
broadside upon us ; but the manoeuvre separated 
him from his consorts: we immediately pushed 
in between, and cut him off from rejoining 
them or doubling upon us. Having got upon 
his starboard quarter, we continued to gain on the 
chase. The incessant cannonade lulled the wind, 
and afforded Polkinghome the opportunity of 
speedily closing with his prey ; while we gained so 
rapidly upon our chase, that the skipper'^s heart 
failed him, and, seeing no chance of escape, he 
bore up and ran his vessel on shore, keeping up a 
constant fire from his great guns and small arms 
upon the advancing boats. Had he resolutely 
stood on the defence as we came alongside, pro- 
tected as he was by his sweeps from our sud- 
denly closing, we might have encountered in- 
£ 5 
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finite trouble ; but, as we jumped up on one side, 
the majority of the men jumped over board from 
the other, and those that remained submitted 
without further resistance 

The size of the vessel was not folly seen till we 
reached her decks; her spars were tremendous: 
some idea may be formed of her when I state that 
she was upwards of three hundred and eighty 
tons burthen, schooner-rigged. 

In the mean time Lieut. P. had pushed along- 
side the hynx^ the next in line, which surrendered 
to him : he then boarded the Racer, and, havii^ 
overcome her, mustered all his strength to the 
attack of the headmost and remaining enemy, 
the Dolphin privateer. The Racer^s guns were 
opened upon her, and Lieutenants Liddon and 
Bishop gallantly boarded and carried her, after 
experiencing a severe resistance : thus finally 
crowning our intrepid leader with the success 
his distinguished conduct merited, with the loss 
of two killed and eleven wounded.* 

In half an hour four large vessels imder sail, 
with every preparation for battle, mounting thirty- 
one guns, manned with two hundred and nineteen 
men, forming a whole of upwards of twelve hun- 
dred tons, were attacked in open day and cap- 

♦ Among the latter was Lieutenant Polkinghorne. 
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tared by five boats with one twelve-pounder car- 
Tonade and one hundred and five men !* 

Polkinghome's public letter was a short and 
modest recital of the affair* Conceiving that the 
fects would speak for themselves, he deemed it un- 
necessary to enlarge upon particulars ; and in this 
View of the case he was countenanced by his friend 
and captain, who I believe, in common with every 
one else, felt confident that he would meet with 
the reward he so well deserved, Polkinghome 
had, besides, long filled the onerous office of a first 
lieutenant. But will it be believed when I say, no 
notice was taken of this exploit by the higher 
powers in England ! It would be wrong to sup- 
pose the Commander-in-chief failed in properly 
representmg it to them ; such a suspicion would 
be a slur upon his memory. The officers who 
served under Polkinghome in this affair considered 
his promotion as certain, and felt severely the 
neglect shown to them in the person of their 
leader. Sixteen months passed away before he 
obtained the rank of Commander, and it was then 

* American Force, 



The Arab of 7 guns 


upwards of 380 tons 


45 men. 


The Lynx 6 


280 . 


40 


The Racer 6 . 


. 280 


36 


The Dolphin 12 . 


300 . 
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British Force* 
Five open boats, one twelve-pounder carronade, and one hun- 



dred and five officers and men 
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extorted by the frequent and urgent represen- 
tations of his captain : but the intrinsic value of 
the gift was gone, — ^it had lost its savour in the 
eyes of the victor, and he could only receive it 
as a long-delayed, unwilling act of justice wrung 
from their Lordships. 

Had he profited by the fair opportunity of- 
fered him of pomting out in strong colours the 
number of hours the men were at their oars, the 
difficulties opposed to them, the immensely supe- 
rior force of the enemy, and a certain quantum of 
little et-ceteras that tend to blazon forth the deeds 
of the writer, he would doubtless have been pro- 
moted on the instant of its receipt. 

In the various transactions of life, how often do 
we find circumstances of no real value so cun- 
ningly shaped and ably magnified into importance, 
as to assume the appearance of positive claims, 
and rewarded as such ; while the meritorious in- 
dividual is neglected and passed by, from a too 
great diffidence of his own worth. Discrimination 
is a valuable attribute, and is justly prized by the 
keen observers of the acts of responsible men. 

The prizes were immediately anchored, and 
before noon we were joined by the captains of 
the Statira, Maidstone, and Fantome, with the 
remainder of the boats ; their ships had entered 
the river for our support. The charge of the 
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Arab, and getting her oflf the shore, devolved 
upon me, and I took the command of her for 
that purpose. At low water our jib-boom nearly 
plumbed the shore : the anchors were laid out, 
the cables hove taught, and every precautionary 
measure adopted for getting off as the tide flowed. 
Thus prepared, the crew were desired to lie down 
and refresh themselves with sleep, of which they 
stood greatly in need. Before the evening closed 
in, it was evident that the enemy was mustering 
in force, but, as we expected to get off at mid- 
night, no apprehensions were entertained on that 
head. The MarlborougFs launch had joined us ; 
the midshipman who commanded her having en- 
joyed a sound nap the preceding night, I made 
no hesitation in entrusting him with the charge of 
the deck, at eight o'clock in the evening, (being 
myself exhausted from want of rest) accompanied 
by strict orders that no individual should be al- 
lowed to go down the after-hatchway ; the others 
were all secured. With this injunction, and an 
order to call me half an hour before high water, I 
stretched myself on the lockers abaft, and was 
soon fast asleep. It was after the hour appointed 
for arousing me that I was awakened by a noise 
proceeding from the shore, and, to my dismay, 
found the middy enjoying a sound snooze near the 
hatchway which I had given him such rigid orders 
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to guard, and both the other hatchways off. The 
people, with the exception of six, had disappeared 
from the deck. I at once suspected the true state 
of affairs ; it was within a few minutes of high 
water, and if we did not get off, there was scarcely 
a doubt that we should be attacked in the mom-r 
ing under the greatest disadvantages. In no 
courteous mood I broke in upon the slumbers of 
the offending reefer ; a light was obtained, and 
a search made after the absent crew. The whole 
of the missing culprits were found in the after- 
hold, beastly drunk, and incapable of motion : 
they had, as if by intuition, smelt out the only 
cask of liquor in the vessel, stowed in the third 
tier, forming her cargo ; they had cleared it away, 
tapped, and drank to that excess that they ap- 
peared more like corpses than living men. To 
reanimate them was impossible ; they were absor 
lutely dead to all external applications ; buckets 
of water plentifully showered over them produced 
no effect, and the favourable moment for heaving 
off the Arab passed away. 

It would be in vain to represent the feelings of 
mortification, sorrow, and anger, that by turns 
agitated my mind, as I reflected upon the conse- 
quences that might ensue from this palpable ne- 
glect. A prize so earned to be lost ! — ^the exertions 
of the preceding day to be tarnished through the 
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influence of such inexcusable causes ! — it was 
madness to dwell upon it, and for half an hour I 
was in a state little short of that calamity. La- 
mentations were, however, useless ; no remedy 
was left but to plan all the means of defence 
I could devise to meet the enemy, who doubt- 
less would attack me in the morning. They 
could be distinctly heard collecting in the woods 
around us. The laimch had her carronade, and 
was ready for action, but I had only six men to 
man her. Fortunately, the water was as smooth as 
a looking-glass. Prom the position in which the 
schooner was lying, none of her guns could be 
brought to bear upon the point whence we ex- 
pected the' attack. 

At daylight, the commander of the Fantome 
came on board. I pointed out to him the party 
assembling in the woods ; he appeared to think 
no attempt would be made against us, got into 
his gig, and, hoisting a white handkerchief, pulled 
in towards the spot. He had not proceeded half 
the schooner'^s length when a shower of muske- 
try opened upon him ; several bullets perforated 
his boat, but without killing or wounding any of 
his people : he quickly backed out, aild went to 
order up assistance to us. This salute was fol- 
lowed by a six-pounder opening out upon our bows, 
and a continual popping of small arms, that clearly 
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proved a large force was present. The spot near- 
est to us, and of which the enemy had taken pos- 
session, was an island connected with the main land 
by a small temporary wooden bridge. I was not 
aware of this latter circumstance at the moment, 
but, finding I could do nothing with them on 
board, shoved off with my six hands in the launch^ 
intending to take up a position on their flank, 
and to pelt away at them with the twenty-four 
pounder carronade. My intention was perceived, 
and their whole fire was directed against the 
launch ; but excepting two of their shot, which 
knocked away a little of our gunwale, they did us 
no injury. Had we been fully manned, they would 
have told a disagreeable tale among the crew ; so 
fiir, therefore, the scarcity of hands was fortunate. 
Having gained my intended position, I discovered 
the bridge, and immediately opened out with round. 
The Americans had not calculated upon the 
launch''s manoeuvre, and I gueas it mightily 
astounded brothers John and Nicholas, who had 
bargained for the friendly protection of the trees, 
behind which they had posted themselves to 
shower destruction upon the schooner's decks ; the 
fire of their field-piece was evidently not s6 cor- 
rect after our salute. A quarter of an hour was 
sufiicient to shake the stability of the enemy's 
column, and one or two militiamen were seen 
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rapidly retreating across the bridge, the only pass 
for them to the main land : these were soon fol- 
lowed by others. I lost no time in^ushing fer^ 
ther in, when a complete rout of the whole body 
towards the bridge took place, and blocked up 
the passage. This advantage was not to be lost, 
and, shoving the boat in as close as possible, we 
directed our fire upon the bridge with grape and 
cannister as long as they continued crossing : we 
inflicted a serious punishment upon the gallant 
militiamen, for they abandoned the bridge and 
threw themselves into the water. In less than an 
hour from the first volley, we had routed the 
nest of hornets that had congregated to sting us 
to death, with a loss, by the account of one of 
their own people, of twenty killed and wounded. 

The yelping and howling at our second dis- 
charge of grape fully convinced us of its efficacy ; 
not a shot was fired at us afterwards. The relief 
my mind experienced at the departure of our 
opponents may be divined : had they been accus- 
tomed to wax, our exertions to get off might have 
been easily prevented ; but, at all times, a twenty- 
four pounder hopping in among a body of raw un- 
disciplined militiamen, breaking a few legs in its 
passage, has a wonderful effect in clearing away 
the visions and smoothing down the enthusiastic 
feelings of glory which dazzle the eyesight of the 
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would-be heroes, as they buckle on their cartouche- 
belts, and shoulder their rifles, to meet the daring 
invaders of their soil. 

If the Americans are to be believed, there are no 
people endowed with a greater portion of valorous 
ingredients than themselves. The Barbadian'^s 
character of himself might be admirably adopted 
by our Transatlantic friends — " Him hab only one 
feult, him raally too brave."" However, in this 
affair I am bound to confess, that discretion got 
the upper hand, and appeared to reign paramount. 
Honour and glory were lefk in the lurch, to be 
picked up at some more favourable opportunity. 
Had half a dozen men covered their retreat, by 
placing themselves on the point nearest the launch, 
under shelter of the shrubs and trees growing 
there, I could not have advanced within grape dis- 
tance of the bridge, without incurring the risk, I 
may say certainty, of having every man picked off.* 
Such is ever found to be the case with troops 
uniised to the fatigue, dangers, and discipline of 
Tegular warfare ; too great and ridiculous a sense 
of liberty and freedom on the part of the Ameri- 

* In Nile's Register, vol. iv. page 119, the affair is thus no- 
ticed :— -*' On Sunday the 4th instant, two parties of the enemy 
landed on the shores of the Rappahannock ; one of them had a 
smart brush with the militia ; the other conquered the ducks, 
turkeys, and old women without resistance." 
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cans made them spurn the necessary restraint and 
obedience requisite to ensure success, and in this 
instance I largely benefited by their errors. 

Several boats of the squadron were sent to our 
assistance, and by their aid, when the tide flowed, 
we hauled off with great ease ; taking especial good 
care, before that desirable event took place, to 
station the laimch with the muzzle of her gun 
directed to th^ passage of the bridge. In the 
afternoon we all weighed and made sail to join th^ 
Admiral : on the morning of the fifth our prizes 
were safely anchored with the squadron. 

On the same evening seven schooners and two 
brigs were seen to the north-north-east. The 
Dolphin, Lynx, and Racer, were immediately 
manped, the latter by the Marlborough, under 
our first lieutenant, and proceeded in chase. They 
were all first-rate vessels of their class, fitted out 
without regard to expense, and sailed like the 
wind. By daybreak they were between the Po- 
tomac and Patuxent rivers, with thirty-six sail of 
the enemy's vessels ahead of them. American 
colours and pendants were hoisted, and, sailing 
abreast of each other, they proceeded on. A 
pilot-boat, recognizing the vessels, stood towards 
them, and inquired if they wanted a pilot. A 
reply was given in the negative. "Have you 
seen any thing of the Britishers ?'' — " Yes, they 
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are coming up the bay."' In a very few minuted 
the Racer had got upon the starboard beam of 
the enemy's vessels^ the Lynx on the larboard, 
and the Dolphin into the centre. On attaining 
this position, the American stripes were exchang- 
ed for the English ensign, and the broadsides 
of the schooners opened out upon all around. 
The scene of dismay, confusion, and indecision 
exhibited on board the unlucky craft, might be 
compared to the fright of a flock of sheep sui> 
prised by wolves leaping suddenly into the midst 
of them ; one endeavoured to escape here, another 
there, but they were speedily stopped by the fire 
of their unmasked foes. 

The vessels were all captured and brought to 
an anchor. A gale of wind in the night driving 
four or five of them on shore, they were de- 
stroyed ; the remainder were conducted in safety 
to the squadron. The ruse de guerre completely 
succeeded ; not one, it appeared, entertained the 
slightest suspicion of the truth till the English 
ensigns replaced the American. 

Some days after the capture of the armed 
schooners, when we had proceeded off the Pa- 
tapsco, an Annapolis newspaper fell into our 
hands, giving a most awful account of the conflict 
that had taken place in the Rappahannock river. 
It appeared in the form of a declaration before 
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certain magistrates, emanating from some of the 
parties who had succeeded in getting on shore. 
It was couched to the following effect: "Ap- 
peared before me this — day of April 1813, 
[here followed the names of the parties,] and vo* 
luntarily swear by the twelve Apostles and the 
Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, that on the 
3rd instant, the Dolphin privateer, Lynx, Racer, 
and Arab, letters of marque, belonging to the 
United States, being in the Rappahannock river, 
were attacked by British barges, [the number 
was something outrageous,] each carrying a long 
gun and from fifty to one hundred men, and after 
a bloody and obstinate battle, in which several of 
the British baizes were sunk, and an immense 
slaughter of the enemy on the decks of our ves- 
sels, they were overpowered by overwhelming 
numbers, and taken possession of,'' As a clencher 
to the foregoing account appeared another affi- 
davit, deposed to by the fishermen of the Rappa- 
hannock. ** Appeared before me this — day of 
April in the year of our Lord 1813, [here are 
the names] and make oath, that on drawing 
their nets in the Rappahannock river, off Point 
— — , the 6th instant, they brought up [I think 
it was] eighty British bodies killed in the com- 
bat three days before."" These notable declara- 
tions, I presume, passed current, like many others 
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of a sunilar nature, throughout the States. The 
officers of the captured vessels appeared to feel 
ashamed of the barefaced exaggeration, and loudly 
exclaimed that they would expose the falsity and 
folly of the statement; but we never saw any paper 
containing a contradiction of it.* 

* I have been unable to procure a sight of the file of the 
Annapolis papers in which the foregoing account was inserted, 
but it will not be uninstnictive to subjoin the American account 
of the affair, from Nile's Register, published at Baltimore. 

Vol. iv. page 104. " Friday afternoon, April 10. Tho 
city is full of rumours. It is stated that the Dolphin wis at- 
tacked by seventeen boats, with from forty to fifty men in each, 
and that she had thirty-six men killed before she struck her 
colours ; two of the enemy's barges were sunk." 

Page 119. Capture of the Dolphin. — " On the 3rd instant, 
the St. Domingo, seventy-four, three frigates, and two brigs, 
anchored offthe mouth of the Rappahannock, for the purpose of 
attacking the schooner Dolphin, Captain Stafford, of ten guns, 
two letters of marque bound for France, and one ditto with the 
same destination, but first for Savannah to take in a cargo . The 
tenders and launches, to the number of seventeen, were manned 
from forty to fifty men each. The weather being calm, a furious 
attack soon commenced. Two of the letters of marque were 
speedily taken, making but a slight resistance ; the other viras 
run on shore, and all her people escaped but three. The Dol- 
phin bore the brunt of the action, and the whole enemy's force 
was soon directed to her. It was indeed a desperate fight against 
fearful odds. The contest was sustained for two hours, with a 
gallantry peculiar to American sailors. The enemy finally suc- 
ceeded in boarding ; but the fight was not done. On the Dol- 
phin's deck the battle lasted fifteen minutes, when, over- 
whelmed by numbers, the brave Stafford submitted : the enemy 
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When Lieutenant Westphal returned ftom this 
short and suecessftd cruise, I took command of 
the Racer as a tender, and accompanied the 
squadron up the bay. The Marlborough, Dragon, 
and St. Domingo, managed to ascend as high as 
the Patapsco, the two former without ever ground- 
some time before puUed down his colours. It appears very cer- 
tain that the British had about fifty killed and wounded in the 
ai&ay ; hut by the good providence of God only four of our 
people were wounded, none killed. [We hope to receive a par- 
ticular account of this affair for record of the facts ; as it is now 
stated, h deserves to be registered in letters of gold.] The four 
schooners were immediately manned and converted into tenders. 
for which no vessels that ever floated were perhaps better fitted. 
They have already been the cause of great depredations on the 
bay craft, for the noble enemy destroys every thing he can catch, 
as is usual in civilized war, in the British construction of the 
word." 

Vol. iv. page 149. May 1. ** Captain Stafford, of the Dol- 
phin, has returned home to Baltimore : his statement of the 
battle is published, and may be inserted when room is allowed. 
The British acknowledged nineteen killed, and forty wounded j 
only five wounded on board the Dolphin. Captain S. was very 
politely treated by the enemy, in consequence of his generosity to 
those he himself had taken prisoners in his last cruise.'' — No 
room appears to have ever been allowed forCapt. S.'s statement. 

Vol. iv. page 387. " Thomas Forrest, second officer, Walter 
Rogers, third officer, and James Taylor, prizemaster of the late 
privateer Dolphin, charged by Captain Stafford with having de- 
serted from the vessel while she was engaged with the British in 
the Rappahannock, have been tried by a court-martial and ac- 
quitted." — An unwise charge to publish in support of the above 
stated ** gallantry peculiar to American sailors.'' 
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ing, and the latter merely hanging for an hour 
or two, without the assistance of any pilot: 
which feat the Americans would not, or were de- 
termined not to believe. Off Swan Point our 
boats captured two more of the enemy^s schooners 
and a sloop, which were protected by field-pieces 
on the shore. The succeeding day the Racer, 
with three boats, which were sent in chase, added 
two more to the list of prizes, and destroyed three 
schooners laden with flour and wood, having found 
it impracticable to get them off the ground without 
the risk of losing many lives. 

Having reconnoitred Pool Island, and finding 
excellent water, two of the small prize schooners 
were converted into watering-vessels, and for a 
few days we were employed in replenishing our 
water. 

At the end of the month of April the Rear- 
admiral proceeded with the marines and boats of 
the squadron, accompanied by the Maidstone, Fan- 
tome, and tenders, up to the head of the Chesa- 
peake. The frigate proceeded as high as the 
depth of water would permit her; again, the 
Fantome and Mohawk above her; the tenders 
took their station still higher up, and, lastly, the 
boats above all ; searching out, capturing, and 
destroying every vessel or craft floating on the 
waters. 
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The first place to which the Rear-admiral di- 
rected his attention was Frenchtown, up the Elk 
river. The Fantome, Mohawk, Dolphin, High- 
flyer, and Racer tenders, took up their anchorage 
in the river. About midnight the boats, with the 
marines and seamen, pushed off under the orders of 
Lieutenant Westphal, the Rear-admiral superin- 
tending the whole. From the total ignorance of 
all hands as to the localities, the boats went up 
the Bohemia river, by which means they did not 
reach the point of attack till eight o^'clock the 
following morning, 

Upon our arrival, the enemy was found fully 
prepared to receive us. A battery of six guns, 
which had been lately erected for the protec- 
tion of the town, opened out a brisk fire upon the 
boats. Lieutenant Alexander, of the Dragon, 
kept them in play, while the marines and seamen 
landed to the right, taking the enemy in flank ; 
Jonathan presently took to his heels, and left the 
town to our tender care, vrith all its valuable mili- 
tary stores, an ample store of merchandise, and a 
great quantity of flour belonging to the Govern- 
ment, which were immediately destroyed, as well as 
five merchant-vessels lying near the town. The 
guns were effectually disabled by Lieut. Robin- 
son, of the Artillery, who had volunteered his ser- 
vices to the Admiral, and shared in all the dangers 

VOL. III. F 
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and fatigues of the expedition : the value of the 
property destroyed was something enormous.* 

^ Before the attack on Frenchtown, the foUowing appeared 
in Nile's Register, vol. iv. page 134. " April 24th, 1813. At 
Elkton and Frenchtown, the upper parts of the bay, and places 
of great deposit for goods passing to and from Philadelphia, 
the people are well aware of the movements of the enemy. 
They have thrown up several breastworks, and mounted a num- 
ber of cannon, &c. The country is alive with exertion.*' 

What followa is recorded in the same volume, page 163, after 
the attack. 

" May 8th. Gallant expedition ! On the 29th, the bravery 
of the enemy in the Chesapeake was put to the severest trial. 
Rear-admiral Cockbum, of the Marlborough, seventy-four, 
having learned that a large body of well-disciplined stage-drivers, 
amounting in the whole to ten persons, were in garrison at 
Frenchtown, which was also defended by a powerful battery of 
three great guns [four-pounders], lately taken horn the hold of a 
vessel, where they had remained harmless ballast since the revo- 
lution, resolved to seize the golden opportunity to impress the 
cowardly descendants of those who fought in the rebellion with 
due ideas of British courage and constancy. 

" Twelve barges, manned with about four hundred volunteers, 
picked seamen, and three hundred marines, were allotted for this 
arduous service. He laid his plans with consummate wisdom 
and foresight. The marines were landed to attack the fort in 
the rear, while the barges opened a tremendous fire in front. 
Shot of all sorts and sizes, from eighteen pounders to musket- 
balls, flew like hail in all directions. Yet the sons qfthe whip for 
a considerable time qhecked the progress of His Majesty's arms. 
But what can resist the British bayonet ! The marines were at 
hand, and the whole ammunition of the *' rebels'* being expend- 
ed, they made one of the Duke of York's retrograde movements 
without loss, after killing and wounding some of His Majesty's 
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Admiral Cockbum now proceeded off Spesuci 
Island with the intention of procuring stock and 
supplies for the squadron. On our arrival there the 

subjects. The fort being thus silenced, the barges approached, 
and a party of officers and petty officers from them, under cover 
of the marines, attacked the store-houses. The ponderous doors 
gave way to the oft repeated stroke of Brituh axes, and a large 
quantity of oats in the lower house, with some valuable goods in 
&e upper, surrendered at discretion. The Commander allots to 
the difierent corps the choice of the spoils, mightily extolling the 
deeds of the day, and declaring the whole should be faithfully 
registered. Then with the coolness that characterises British 
seamen, he applied the torch to the ransacked buildings, and 
one wide blaze, a bonfire of glory, proclaimed the humane vic- 
tory : two vessels swell the general flame, and teach the hissing 
waters the homage due to its sovereign lord» Georgs Guelpk, 
Regent of the British Kingdoms. This being performed. His 
Majesty's forces retired to their ships, each one rejoicing he had 
done a deed of open valour that might put to the blush the fero- 
cious treachery that humbled Copenhagen. Nelson no more, 'tis 
Cockbum " rules the roast." — Such, without irony, is the sub- 
stance of the proceedings of the enemy at Frenchtown. The 
liDss of goods is estimated at from twenty to thirty thousand dol- 
lars. The place, though called a towUf contained only the store- 
houses, a tavern, two on three dwelling-houses, with a few stables 
and out-houses, deriving its whole importance from being the 
stopping place of the land and water line of stages between 
Philadelphia and Baltimore. 

" There was a party of militia from Elkton at FVenohtoum, a 
little while before the attack was made ; it appeared they had 
retired in fearless security, but the force was too small to have 
resisted the enemy had it remained. The dwelling-houses were 
hot damaged, and it is justice to the enemy to say, they treated 
the women a&dchildxen with considerable attention and respect." 

f2 
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Americans, who had lately erected a battery at 
Havre de Grace, commenced firing their guns, and 
hoisted the America,n colours, by way of bravado; 
or, which is more likely, thought they should, by 
such a silly display of their means to annoy us, 
deter the Admiral from making any attempt 
against them. In the latter case, they wofiilly de- 
ceived themselves, for it immediately attracted his 
attention, and determined him to attack the place ; 
— ^if it was worth erecting defences for its security, 
it was worth an attack. The boats were assem- 
bled in the middle of the night, under the direc- 
tion of Lieutenant Westphal, alongside the Fan- 
tome, whose captain was entrusted with the com- 
mand. Westphal, with the seamen and the 
rocket-boats, led the van ; Captain Lawrence 
brought up the rear, with the detachment of 
marines. The leading boats being discovered be- 
fore day-dawn, a heavy fire was opened upon them, 
which was so ably returned by the launches and 
rocket-boats that the Americans were driven from 
their guns, which Lieutenant Westphal perceiving, 
instantly pushed forward, landed, and turned the 
guns upon the flying foe. The enthusiasm of my 
messmate induced him to mount a captured horse, 
and, giving the animal his head, off he started 
in full chase, leaving his friends far behind him. 
He soon found himself among his enemies, who. 
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uncertain of his real character, demanded whether 
he was a friend or a Britisher, to whidi he re- 
sponded, "An Englishman, you Yankee ras- 
cals r and drawing his pistol desired two of the 
stemmost to surrender ; but they making some 
attempt at resistance, he drew the trigger of his 
pistol, when it unfortunately only burnt priming. 
This encouraged his foes, and one of them, pre- 
senting his musket, let fly at him ; the ball passed 
through the palm, knocking the pistol out of his 
hand. Notwithstanding his wound, he managed 
to draw his sabre, and succeeded in bringing them 
both prisoneris into the town, much to the amuse- 
ment of the officers and men under his com- 



So rapidily was the enemy discomfited, that 
before Captain Lawrence could arrive with the 
marines, the town and several prisoners were 
taken, and he had only to secure the conquest. 
The Rear-admiral forbade a pursuit of the ene- 
my. The guns in the battery were embarked, 
and the Admiral himself proceeded to one of 
the largest iron-founderies in the States, called 
the Principio foundery, at a short distance from 
Havre : where fifty-one guns of l^j:ge calibre were 
rendered useless, and the whole manufactory de- 
stroyed, as well as a number of stand of arms, &c. 
Five vessels were destroyed by the boats up the 
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Susquehaimali, and a consideiable depot of flonr. 
The town of Havre atands on the high, road be- 
tween Baltimore and Philadelphia; the enemy 
had fled into the woods, and, it appears, gave no 
intimation to thdr travelling countrymen of the 
change of affairs at Havre ; for about noon the 
stage-coach arrived ftom Philadelphia on its way 
to Baltimore, and stopped at the inn before 
coachee and his affirighted cargo found they had 
fellen into the hands of the Britishers. Milliners 
with the latest Cushions from Paris, merchants 
and tradesmen, (few American citizens travel for 
pleasure,) were alike pretty considerably con- 
founded, and wondered with all their might " how 
in the name of God Almighty^ we had reached 
the high road between their two most flourishing 
and principal towns. The passengers got off in 
safety without loss, except a luckless milliner, of 
whose finery some had been purloined by an 
individual who ought to have known better, but 
who was deservedly morUfied by the Rear-admi- 
ral obliging him to return the spoils in propria 
persona to the forlorn damsel, with an impressive 
rebuke. 

One of the ^prisoners captured by Lieutenant 
Westphal, and who wounded him as I have 
described, turned out to be an Irishman; he was 
sent off to the Maidstone as a traitor, but Ad- 
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miral CockbmH, understanding that the man had 
been msAj years in America, considerately set 
him on shore again.* The American authorities 
opened a pompous correspondence after the man 
had been liberated, threatening direful retribution 

* The mortified feelings of the Americans, on learning the 
attack upon Frenchtown, were ill concealed under the ironical 
description given of it in the Baltimore papers ; a repetition of 
the blow nearer home, it will be perceived by the following 
accounts, changed their key-note. 

Vol. iv. page 164, Nile's Register. 

« May 8th 1813. " Wanton outrage. On the mdming* of 
the 3rd inst. while the great body of the people at Havre de 
Grace were yet in their beds, nineteen barges from the enemy's 
squadron suddenly appeared before the place, and without a mo- 
ment's delay commenced a tremendous discharge of shot, shells, 
and rockets. When the town had been bombarded about fifteen 
minutes, a party of marines were landed, whose first business 
was to set fire to the buildings hot yet in flames, which wiis done 
with all the deliberation that belongs to veteran incendiaries. 
Only a single house was left uninjured, and by far the greater 
part are heaps of ruins. Even the stages were destroyed, and the 
passengers shared the common fate. Many fled from their burn- 
ing houses almost in a state of nudity, carrying in their arms 
their children, clothes, &c. The house that was preserved belongs 
to Mrs. Pringle ; it was removed from the body of the town» 
and many women and children on the first moment of alarm had 
retired to it. As the enemy advanced, the owner met them with 
a white flag, and prevailed upon them to pass it by. In the 
course of the day they burned Mr. Stump's warehouse, but were 
repulsed in an attempt to destroy the mill. They also burned 
Officii furnace, the property of Colonel Hughes, situate in the 
Deigfabourhood. Parties of them penetrated some distance into 
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in case of his detention. Fortunately for the indi- 
vidual in question, he was safe on shore before the 
receipt of the American letter, or the information 

the country, and, as highway robbers, attacked the passengers. 
The history of civilized war, we are happy to say for the honour 
of human nature, presents few parallels for this barbarous out- 
rage, so eminently characteristic of the British nation, im- 
mortal in the history of our revolution for exploits of the kind. 
There was no legitimate war object to obtain by demolishing the 
d^§neeUsi village of Havre de Grace, and the attack was savage, 
directed only by that kind of feeling that impels an Indian in his 
wars. No resistance was made or offered ; the village was sur- 
prised, the houses conflagrated by a coup de main, and old age 
and infancy involved in the general wreck. Something had been 
designed for the defence of the place, but the fatality that has 
attended the military movements of Maryland neglected to per- 
form it. If such is the .character of this contest, and A.dmirals 
Cockbum and Brigadier Tecumsek shaU continue thus to violate 
all the known usages of honourable war, it is time indeed for the 
people to open their eyes to their true condition, and shut their 
ears to the Syren songs of British ' religion and magnanimity.' 
The ruins of Havre de Grace shall stand as a monument of 
British cruelty, in which, as in a glass, we may see the true spirit 
of the Government. The villain deed has roused the honest 
indignation of every man ; no one pretends to justify or excuse it. 
It has knit the people into a common bond for vengeance on the 
incendiaries ; it has destroyed party, and by a community of 
interests effected what patriotism demanded in vain." 

Havre de Grace was a thriving place on the west side of the 
Susquehannah, about two miles from the head of the Bay. It 
contained from forty to fifty houses, and was the residence of 
several respectable families. The buildings were generally of 
wood; the post-road from Baltimore to Philadelphia passes 
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conveyed in that epistle would probably have led 
to his detention and trial by the offended laws of 
his country. 

through it. A number of particulars connected with the de- 
struction of the place are inserted below. 

" By later accounts, it appears there was a small party [forty 
or fi%] of militia at Havre de Grace when the attack commenced, 
but they all ran away, save eight or ten, without offering resist- 
ance. One of them that remained, a brave Irishman, long a 
resident of the town, was taken a prisoner, being seized in the act 
of loading his musket. Three of the enemy were killed and two 
wounded. One American was killed by a rocket. How the 
people escaped vrith their lives is truly wonderful. The enemy 
also destroyed several bay craft, as well as the ferry boats. 
From Havre de Grace a party proceeded to Cresswell ferry, at 
the head of the tide water, six miles above, and desolated every 
thing within their reach. The Church of Havre de Grace, at a 
considerable distance from the river, was not fired ; but to show 
their respect for ' religion,' they assailed the house, and finding 
nothing to steal, magnanimously attacked the windows with 
brickbats and stones, and demolished them. Extract of a letter 
from Havre de Grace : — 

" May 4th, 1813. On Monday morning about sunrise the 
enemy took possession of Havre de Grace, and immediately open- 
ed a scene of destruction that would have disgraced the savage 
alli^ of Great Britain. A general pillage and burning followed. 
In less than two hours they had plundered and burned almost 
every house. They destroyed both ferry-houses, and after 
having permitted Richard Mansfield, who kept the upper hquse^ 
to save what he and his son could from the fire, they seized 
and carried off what they had saved, they cut open his very beds, 
threw the feathers away, and took off the ticking. It is not 
possible to give a correct estimate of the destruction of property 
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The family of the redoubtable Commodore 
Rodgers were domiciled here, and received the 
greatest attention from our Admiral, for which 

which has taken place, — fifty thAusand dollars worth, on a roagfa 
calculation, must have been destroyed. I have lost eveiy thing;. 

• Amer.' " 

The Editor, after enumerating other acts equally veracious as 
the foregoing, does not display much tact by inserting in the 
opposite page, when treating upon another subject under the 
head of " news-making," — " It is a sound maxim that the truth 
should not be told at all times." 

So much for the wanton outrage upon Havre de Grace, whose 
innocent inhabitants, notwithstanding " no resistance was made 
or offered," managed, by their own accounts, to kill three and 
wound two of their enemies. 

Here follows some additional light upon the " barbarians' 
warfare." 

"May 15th, 1813. The reader will be pleased with the record 
made of the following letter from John O'Neil to his friend in 
Baltimore. This is the brave Irishman alluded to in the account 
of the burning of the village, page 164. He has many years 
resided at Havre de Grace, is married, and has several children, 
and, we are told, is a very worthy and industrious man. The 
British first talked of hanging him, but they thought better of it 
and released him." 

" < Havre de Grace, May lOth, 1813. 

" ' No doubt before this you have heard of my defeat. On the 
3rd instant we were attacked by fifteen English barges by the 
break of day. We had a small breastwork erected with two six 
and one nine-pounder in it, and I was stationed at one of the 
guns. When the "alarm was given, I lan to the battery, and 
found but one man there, and two or three came afterwards. 
After firing a few shots they retreated, and left me alone in the 
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they expressed the warmest feelings of gratitude. 
That mighty man of metal, whose optical powers 
had the rare quality of always converting English 

Battery. The grape-shot flew very thick about me ; I loaded the 
gun myself without any one to serve the vent j which you know 
is very dangerous, and fired her, when she recoiled and ran over 
my thighs. 

« <I retreated down to town, and joined Mr. Barnes of the nail 
manufactory with a niusket, and fired on the barges while we 
had ammunition, and then retreated to the commons, where I 
kept waving my hat to the militia, who had run away, to come 
ta our assistance, but they proved cowardly, and would not come 
back. At the same time an Englirii officer on horseback, follow- 
ed by the marines, rode tip and took me with two muskets in my 
hand. I was carried on board the Maidstone frigate, where I 
remained until released three days since.' '* Nile's Register, 
vol. iv. page 182. 

At a later date the same writer further adds, vol. iv. page 196 : — 

" May 22nd, 1813. The screaming women and children excited 
the mirth of these Winnebagoes, deaf to the most humble en- 
treaties to spare the cottages of the poor. Cockbum stood like 
Satan in his cloud, when he saw the blood of man from murder- 
ed Abel first crimson the earth, exulting at the damning deed, 
treating the suppliant females with the rudest curses and most 
vile appellations. The property destroyed is estimated from 
seventy to eighty thousand dollars.'' 

Another letter, from a lady, in the same page, vies with the 
descriptive powers of the famed Baron Munchausen. 

In giving an account of a false alarm at Baltimore that we 
had landed, the Editor gives a flaming recital of the cheerful 
alacrity displayed by the militia in pushing' forward to North 
Point, distant fifteen miles, to punish the insolent invader : he 
concludes by stating, " That the whole manifested an un- 
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sloops into frigates, and frigates into line-of-battle 
ships, deemed any acknowledgement of an enemy'^s 
hitnsiance superfluous.* 

conquerable spirit. At two o'clock it was reported the alarm was 
a false one, and the fact being ascertained, the soldiers were 
dismissed. If Admiral Cockbum has hb secret agents at Bal- 
timore, we hope they may faithfully communicate to him the 
events of that day, and let him glory, if he can, in the effect that 
his barbarous conduct upon poor Havre de Grace has produced. 
The conflagration of that viUage purified party in Baltimore, and 
will truly select the sheep from the goats. For or against the 
English, is the only touchstone. Federalists and democrats have 
laid aside their little bickerings, until they can discuss the con- 
troverted points at more leisure. This is as it should be." 
Note of the Editor on the conclusion of the above. *' This state 
of things checks every species of business, and as the Editor of 
the Register cannot reduce his expenses, the occasion is apt for 
his friends to remit the little sums due him.'* Vide Nile's Regis- 
ter, vol. iv. page 165. 

* '' Commodore Rodgers. When Cockburn called at his 
house, he knew he was not at home." Nile's Register, vol. iv. 
page 270. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Operations against Frederick's Town— Deputation from Charles- 
town— American Statements — Reward offered for the Rear- 
AdmiraVs head — ^The American Press— Return of the squa- 
dron down the Chesapeake— A fleet of prizes— Shift our an* 
chorage — Gallant conduct of young Gordon— Desertion of 
Slaves — Facilities afforded by Black guides— Our constant 
activity— A flag of truce — Strange cor t^^e— Conversation 
with an American on the action between the Chesapeake and 
Shannon — A Challenge, and my acceptance of it— The Com- 
mandant surprised napping— Further captures — A frigate 
action — American official accounts — Disembarkation of 
part of the troops under General Beckwith — Disastrous De- 
scent upon Crany Islan«f*-Cowaidly Massacre—A warlike 
Black-*£nterprise ab^l^ned. 

The next operation was directed against Fre- 
derick's Town, up the Sassafras river. The utter 
abifence of all knowledge of the localities, as in 
the case at Frenchtown, prevented the Admi- ^ 
ral's original plan from being carried into exe- 
cution. The sun was high in the heavens before 
our force came near it, when the Admiral des- 
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patched a message by one of their own country- 
men, (who had been intercepted in the morning,) 
stating that, if they offered any useless or irritating 
opposition, they must expect the same fate as that 
which had befellen Havre and Frenchtown ; but 
if they V yielded, private property would be re- 
spected, the vessels and public property alone 
seized, and that whatever supplies might be re- 
quired, woidd be punctually paid for. A suffi- 
cient time having elapsed for a reply to this sum- 
mons, the whole force moved forward, when, at a 
short distance from the town, between two hig^ 
banks, a tremendously heavy fire of musketry from 
four hundred men, and one long gun, was poured 
down upon the Admiral and his followers. Di- 
recting the launches and rocket-boats to return 
the fire, he immediately pushed on shore at the 
head of the marines and seamen, attacked the 
^lemy in their entrenchments, who would not 
stand close quarters, but immediately fled through 
the town into the woods, leaving Frederick'*s 
Town at our mercy. This affaii* only cost ua 
five wounded. Four vessels, that weife lying in the 
river with some stores of sugar, lumber, and other 
merchandise, were destroyed. Frederick's ToWfi, 
having been taken by storm, suffered in a slight 
degree the miseries of war. A beautiful giri, 
on the entrance of our force into the town, ran to 
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one of the gallant skippers who accompanied the 
Admiial, and besought him to protect her mo- 
therms house from molestation, in terms so deeply 
moving that he at once introduced her to the 
Admiral, who gave inmiediate and strict orders 
that it should be protected, and a guard placed 
over it for that purpose. The delighted girl, 
oveijoyed at the success of her mission, and over- 
flowing with gratitude for the fevour conferred 
upon her, thus addressed the skipper — "Oh! 
how shall I thank you for your goodness? what 
can I do ?*"— and in the innocence of her heart 
added, '' I have only a kiss to offer for your kind- 
ness."" This rich reward, from lips that might 
have vied with the rose's hue, was rejected by the 
fidAfal captain — he declined the kiss that mon- 
archs might have envied. 

The expedition having thus succeeded, the men 
were re-embarked, and the forces directed against 
a place called Georgetown, situated nearly op- 
posite. Here the inhabitants pursued the wiser 
course, and profited by the lesson that had 
been administered to their countrymen at the 
three preceding places; very few men landed 
with the Admiral, and the supplies which were ob- 
tained, were punctually paid for. A deputation 
pr^ented themselves from Charlestown in the 
north-east river, stating that they considered 
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themselves at the mercy of the Admiral, and no 
resistance should be made. The boats left the 
inhabitants of Georgetown well pleased with the 
wisdom of their resolution ; and the eyes of the 
whole neighbourhood being open to the folly of 
irritating resistance, they wisely determined hence- 
forth to pursue the path so successfully adopted at 
Georgetown. The upper part of the Chesapeake 
having been visited, and every vessel and all pub- 
lic stores either taken or destroyed, the Rear- 
admiral rejoined the Commander-in-chief, aft^r 
an absence of twelve days, during which period 
he had, with his small force, penetrated into the 
heart of the enemy's country, taken four towns, 
destroyed their batteries, defeated all the forces 
that were brought against him, and injured the 
country to the amount of half a million sterling — 
and this was effected with a loss so comparatively 
small on our side, as to be scarcely worth naming. 
The service was one of great exertion and severe 
bodily fatigue ; but when the chief set an ex- 
ample in his own person, and was ever foremost 
where danger and hardship presided, where was 
the individual who would not willingly have acted 
with the energy and zeal such conduct inspires ?* 

• May 16th. — " The Water Winnebagoes (as the British in 
the Chesapeake are frequenUy caUed by way of distinction) have 
burned the village of Georgetown in Kent, and Frederick's 
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Hitherto hostilities had been confined to the 
water, but our recent operations proved a new 
and alarming inroad upon the quiet and safety 

Town in Cecil county, situated opposite each other OQ the Sassa- 
fras river. The former contained about twenty or thirty houses, 
the latter from fifteen to twenty, nearly all of which are heaps of 
ruins. They also burnt several smaU craft further up the river. 
We learn that the assault was led on by Rear-admiral Cockburn 
in person, with eighteen or twenty barges, and about seven hun- 
dred men. It commenced by terrible discharges of rockets and 
great guns charged with round, canister, and grape shot, which 
flew in all directions. The towns were then stormed in succes- 
sion, and every house plundered, even the negroes' cabins being 
robbed of their supplies. What was not thought worthy of re- 
moval was wantonly destroyed ; the beds were ripped open, and 
the feathers scattered to the four winds of heaven, the looking- 
glasses, bureaus, bedsteads, &c. battered and broken to pieces, 
which being done the torch was applied, and the whole presented 
a sheet of flame. After these brilliant achievements, the enemy 
spread himself on the shores, and burnt several houses. We 
never before read of such wanton violence, such horrid devas- 
tation, from the rules and practices of civilized war, tueh purtly 
savage proceedings,-^eeds that I trust in God my countrymen 
will despise ever to retribute, except on the heads of those who 
commanded them : let the infamy be wholly BritUh, 

'* Cocy>um and his Winnebagoes are in truth a band of robbers. 
At Havre de Grace an officer of apparently high command marked 
several articles with his name, and ordered them to be conveyed 
to the barge. The brave fellows had also determined to attack 
Elkton, but, as a considerable body of militia were there, they 
thought the better part of valour was discretion, and abandoned 
the beloved idea. This Cockburn is one of the veriest wretches 
in existence ; even when a child he had all those propensities to 
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in which the inhabitants deemed themselves se- 
curely wrapped. The eyes of our enemies were 
opened to a state of affairs, the possibility of 
which had not been contemplated ; severer trials 
awaited their pride. The rage this expedition 
excited against the Rear-admiral knew no bounds 
in the breasts of our transatlantic foes; he had 
drawn aside the veil, and exposed their weakness 
io the eyes of the world. It was an ofifence not 
to be pardoned, and they accordingly offered a 
reward for his head.* The American press was 
unsparing in the abuse and vituperation that it 
heaped upon him ; it out-Heroded Herod ; there 
was no crime, no outrage however flagitious, 
that was not placed to his account. In short, a 
monster of unparalleled iniquity had appeared 
upon the coast to teach them a salutary lesson. 
Perhaps there cannot be a more decisive proof of 
the energy and activity of Sir G. Cockbum, than 
these angry vociferations of our astounded enemies. 

rapine -and plunder that so tnark his character : so says a rt- 
spectable man now in Baltimore« who was his schoolfellow." 
Kile's Register, vol. iv. pa^ 182. 

* '' A certain James O'Boyle, a naturalized Irishman, as he 
calls himself, residing at Pugh town, Virginia, offers a reward of 
one thousand dollars for the head of the notorious incendiary and 
infamous scoundrel, and violator of all laws, the British Admiral 
Cockbum, or five hundred dollars for each of his ears on deli- 
very." — Nile's Register, vol. iv. page 402. 

/ 



Digitized 



by Google 



A NAVAL LIFE. 



115 



Certainly, no man during the whole war was so 
distinguished ; every blow he struck, served to in- 
crease the fury of the printers'* devils. The most 
forward in the war of abuse was the Govern- 
ment paper, the National Intdligencer, at Wash- 
ington.* 

The day after the return of the Rear-admiral, 
the squadron commenced their return down the 
Chesapeake. It was now that the slaves began to 
desert to us, and by their local knowledge we 
were afterwards enabled to carry on a system of 
harassing warfere which in the end obliged the 
inhabitants to throw themselves upon our mercy, 
instead of the protection of their militiamen^ 
Between the Rappahannock and Potomac rivers, 
a schooner was observed at anchor close in-shore: 
Lieutenant Bigland was despatdied with two or 
three boats to attack her. She was found to be 
aground, protected by field-pieces, and the bushes 
lined with militiamen and the crew of the vessel/ 

* A flag of truce was despatched from Baltimore to Admiral 
Warren, demandiug the release of John O'Neil, an Irishman 
taken in arms at Havre de Grace, on the presumption that he 
was going to be executed, threatening, in that event, that two 
English prisoners should share the same fate. Previously to the 
arrival of the flag of truce, 0*Neil had been released. Ad- 
miral Warren's reply stated the fact, observing at the same 
time that he was not aware of his being an Irishman, "or he 
certainly should have been detained to account to his sovereign 
and country for being in arms against the British colours." 
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They were speedily driven from their cover by 
the well-directed fire of the boats, and the 
schooner-was captured and destroyed. The enemy 
carried rifles, but, although their shot passed 
through hats and cravats, and made a few eyelet- 
holes in some of our fellows'* jackets, not one was 
seriously hurt. 

We returned to Lynhaven Bay; here a fleet 
of prizes were collected, the fruits of our trip up 
the bay. In a few days the Commander-in-chief 
sailed for Halifax, taking with him forty of the 
captured vessels, and despatching the remainder, 
about thirty, under convoy of the Dragon, to 
Bermuda. Several flags of truce were received 
while we stopped in Lynhaven Bay ; among them 
was M. Swertchkoff, the Secretary of Legation to 
the Russian Embassy at Washington, who fre- 
quently afterwards visited the Admiral in an ofiB- 
cial capacity, sometimes remaining two or three 
days together. 

We shifted our anchorage towards New Point 
Comfort, leaving the Victorious in Lynhaven 
Bay, as it presented a fairer opportunity of sur- 
veying the middle ground and other shoals, and 
likewise for the more eflfectual prevention of the es- 
cape of the enemy'*s vessels by night. We visited 
Smith's Island, which we found inhabited by 
one family, whose only daughter, buxom, bright, 
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and debonnaire, attracted the attention and ad- 
miration of the different officers who frequented 
the house of her father. 

The sheep in this island were of a peculiar, 
fine breed, in great numbers, and perfectly wild. 
The mode of catching them was too complicated 
in its nature to admit of our adopting it during 
our brief visits to its shores ; our only alternative 
was to approach and shoot them like deer. Their 
flesh, I think, fully equalled English mutton, 
which is advancing more than I can do for any 
other breed in the different parts of the world I 
have visited. The small sand keys in the imme- 
diate neighbourhood afforded a plentiful supply 
of good fish, (principally shad.) With the seine, 
in two hauls, I have loaded one of our cutters. 
Fish, flesh, and fowl were obtained in abundance 
on the Chesapeake station ; it was a rare circum- 
stance for the ships' companies to have succes- 
sively two or three salt-meat dinners. 

The Highflyer tender unexpectedly returned to 
us, having fallen in with a heavy American pri- 
vateer. A severe action had ensued, in which her 
brave Commander, Lieutenant Lewis, was killed. 
Mr. Gordon, Mid. (the same who so distinguished 
himself up the Archipelago in the boats of the 
Sibylle, and who commanded the Acorn sloop of 
war when she foundered on the coast of Ame- 
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rica,) gallantly continued the contest till the 
enemy hauled off; but the Highflyer was so cut 
up in her rigging that Mr. Gordon waa unable to 
follow her. She had only oije long gun a-naid- 
ships, and her crew were greatly exposed from 
having no bulwark, while their heavy antagonist 
was sheltered by one. The conduct of Mr. Gor- 
don, who was then quite a lad, was highly com- 
mended by the Rear-Admiral, and, as an earnest 
of his opinion, young Gordon was permitted to 
keep the command of the vessel, and despatched 
to fulfil the orders of his late conomander, after 
removing all the wounded on board the Marlbo- 
rough, and filling up the vacancies in his own 
ship's company.* 

The desertion of the slaves from the shore 
became more numerous and frequent ; many of 
these were relanded, and, conmiunicating with their 
comrades, increased the list of deserters. One 
shrewd fellow, who had been extremely ill used 

* It appears the vessel that engaged the Highflyer was the 
American privateer •* Roger Quarles, of fourteen guns, and fuU 
of men." (Vide Nile's Register, vol. iv. page 228.) The 
American account states the action to have lasted from nine 
o'clock till eleven p.m. — As the Americans were not in the habit 
of exaggerating their own force, this circumstance throws addi- 
tional credit upon the gallant conduct of the late Captain Edward 
Gordon, and must be read by his friends with melancholy 
satisfaction. 
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by his master, (a small proprietor,) came off, 
leaving his wife and fiunily behind him ; the 
ties of paternal and marital affection, however, 
rendered the poor fellow restless and unhappy, and 
he preferred a petition to be landed, for the pur- 
pose of bringing off his family; but his desertion 
made his owner fearful of the wife following 
his example, and he had taken the precaution of 
securing his sable assistants in a room within that 
in which he himself and his partner slept. The 
poor fellow was therefore balked in his imme- 
diate object, but, possessing himself of all neces- 
sary information, he again landed, prepared for 
the emergency, and succeeded in bringing his wife 
and children down to the boat wliich the Admiral 
had kindly sent to facilitate his object. Canoes 
full of the runaways now constantly sought the 
protection of some of the squadron, and it is to be 
feaared that many perished during the dark nights 
by drifting out to sea. At a later period, up- 
wards of one hundred and forty of these poor 
creatures came off to us in one night ; and so 
anidous were men and women to embark, that, du- 
ring the short passage from the beach to the ship, 
two little mortals were added to the list of their 
sorrowing and suffering brethren. One negress who 
came down with an infent in her arms, suddenly 
recollecting something she had forgotten, placed 
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her piccaninny in the boat, and ran back to 
obtain it. She was probably seized upon, for, 
after waiting longer than was prudent, the boats 
shoved off without her: thus the poor helpless 
infant was brought on board unacknowledged by 
any human being. The black cook took chai^ 
of the young squeaker, and no female could have 
bestowed more attention and kindness upon her 
favourite nursling than did Sambo on the little 
foundling ; a small cot was hung up for it in the 
galley, and without neglecting his own duty he 
was ever ready to administer to its wants. Captain 
Ross adopted the youngster, and he remained 
under his protection until his death, which un- 
fortunately took place by the upsetting of a boat, 
about eighteen months ago. 

The opportunities afforded us of safely tra- 
versing the enemy''s country at night by means of 
these black guides, placed a powerful weapon in 
the Rear-admiraFs hands, nor was it allowed to 
remain innocuous or idle. The country within 
ten miles of the shore lay completely at our 
mercy. We had no reason to doubt the fidelity 
of our allies; if we were sometimes led wide of 
our mark, the error originated in other causei. 
By their assistance we were enabled to pass the 
enemy'*s patroles, make the circuit of their en- 
campments, and cut off the post beyond it. The 
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fece of the country (generally thickly wooded) 
was propitious to these nightly excursions ; for if 
we came upon the enemy unawares, the British 
party seldom consisting of more than an officer 
and two men, including the guide, (when the ob- 
ject was only to reconnoitre, or to get hold of a 
particular individual, such as the bagman with his 
letters,) we had only to drop down among the 
thick underwood and lie perdus till the danger 
was past, and then proceed again in the execution 
of our purpose. 

Had the destruction of private property formed 
any part of the Admiral's object in his conduct 
of the American warfare, (a charge that has been 
most ignorantly and unwisely hazarded,) every 
isolated house within the distance I have stated, 
might have been burned to the ground, without 
the trouble or risk of employing large bodies of 
men for that purpose. 

Before these useful auxiliaries came over to us, 
our nightly reconnoissance was necessarily cir- 
cumscribed ; the fields of Indian com were mark- 
ed in our advance by cutting with our sabres right 
and left, felling at each blow the stalks of this 
useful grain, which enabled us with safety to re- . 
trace our way to the boats. 

The constant scene of activity in which the 
boats were employed, scarcely left us masters of 

VOL. III. G 
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an hour — we absolutely lived in them. There 
were seldom more than two lieutenants left on 
board at a time. An abundant harvest surrounded 
us, and the Rear-admiral was determined to 
keep as many sickles at work as could be con- 
veniently employed. Few days passed without 
some spirited skirmish with the Yankees. If the 
bay was unpromising, the rivers and numberless 
creeks that emptied themselves into the great 
estuary were prolific in opportunities for dis- 
playing our mutual means of attack and defence : 
a succession of prizes rewarded our industry, 
amounting frequently to three, four, and five a 
day. Two beautiful pilot schooners had been 
converted into tenders, which proved of infinite 
service to us. The Hornet, a Virginian boat, 
sailed like a witch, and, after performing good 
service, became the yacht of the Governor of 
Bermuda. The Dragon, a frigate, and a sloop, or 
two, were generally the attendant auxiliaries on 
our fatiguing but cheerftd services. Every ship in 
the Chesapeake joined more or less in them, but 
those in the inmiediate vicinity of the Rear- 
admiral came in for a greata: share of action 
than those which were farther removed. 

On the 8th of June, we received a flag of 
truce from the eastern shore: the party con- 
sisted of a colonel, major, and a captain of 
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militia. The object of their visit waa to endeavour 
to persuade some of their own runaway negroes 
to return to them, and to request the Admiral'*s 
pennission for their departure. The first that 
mounted the side was the junior officer, who, on 
reaching the gangway, instead of walking aft, and 
returning the salute of the officers, &ced sud- 
denly round, and looked wistfully down the side 
for his companions ; the next was the major, who, 
following the movements of the captain, took 
possession of the opposite side: standing like 
sidesmen waiting for the appearance of their 
chief. They were in regimentals, but certainly 
the fashion and cut of them rendered their exact 
rank and calling somewhat dubious. The trio 
sported red coats, silver epaulettes, and silver- 
mounted side-arms, white linen waistcoats, and 
trowsers of the same material ; their whole dress 
hanging in loose and negligent array upon their 
sii^fular persons. Hessian boots, which could 
claim no knowledge or acquaintance with the 
shining qualities of Hunfs, or Warren and Co.'s 
liquid ; old-fashioned French cocked-hats, with 
feathers that might, fix)m their towering height, 
• Lave served for sky-scrapers, completed their attire. 
It required no small restraint to resist the 
risible impulses that quivered around our com- 
pressed mouths as this strange cortege performed 
g2 
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their well-practised evolutions before tKe aston- 
ished Britishers. The colonel having ascended 
the gangway, his companions in arms, placing 
themselves on either side of him, with solemn- 
step and slow marched aft, and saluted the Ad- 
miral i la militaire. The stiff unbending for- 
mality of the strangers, their starch-upright figures,* 
placed in contact with the easy demeanour and 
polite manners of the gentleman they accosted, 
rendered the scene truly ludicrous. The seniors 
were invited into the cabin, and the captain was 
left on deck with myself, who happened to be 
the officer of the watch. 

A few minutes previously to the visit of these 
gallant envoys, we had learned by telegraph from 
the Victorious, the brilliant and decisive achieve- 
ment of Sir Philip Broke in capturing the Che- 
sapeake, and were enjoying, in all the pride of 
national feeling, the honour and credit gained by 
our brethren. My efforts to inveigle my com- 
panion into conversation were ineffectual ; he had 
clapped a padlock upon his tongue, and even the 
monosyllables j^e* and no had to be duly weigbed 
and considered before they were permitted to 
escape his lips. I gave up the trial in despair, 
and we had taken several turns up and down the 
deck in silence, when my taciturn companion in- 
quired with much vivacity, "What news was 
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stirring?'" — " Nothing particular,'" I replied; and 
another turn or . two was paced, when, turning 
suddenly round, I added, "Oh yes, we heard 
this morning there had been an action between 
the Chesapeake and Shannon;'"* and I dropped the 

* This decided action was fought off Boston, in the afternoon 
of June 1st, 1813. I have already given a statement of the 
force of the Constitution and United States, in Vol. I. page 61, 
and Vol. II. pages 7, 8, showing the superiority of the Americans 
ill size, guns and men, over their antagonists ; I will here add 
the comparative force of the Shannon and Chesapeake. 

Shannon Chesapeake 

/No. 
" Broadside Guns S i. 

Crew, (men only) No. 

Size Tons 

Although the balance is in favour of the Americans, the 
combatants may be regarded as a fair match. The unerring 
fire of the Shannon so battered her adversary's hull, as to 
'Silence her in ten minutes, when Captain Broke boarded with 
twenty men from the forecastle ; he was soon after followed by 
his gallant first and third Lieutenants (G. T. L. Watt and 
Charles Leslie Falkiner) with the boarders ; and in fifteen 
minutes from the time the first gun was fired, the Chesapeake 
was in complete possession of our countrymen.- The action 
speaks for itself; and the conduct of Sir Philip Broke ought to 
be so thoroughly appreciated and understood, as to require 
neither comment nor eulogium. But there is one point to which 
I cannot avoid directing the attention of the younger members 
of the profession ; it is the coolness and steadiness of purpose 
which enabled Captain Broke to perceive and seize upon the 
favourable moment that crowned his exertions with success ; 
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subject. Again we moved on, and I observed 
my companion chuckling within himself and his 

presentiDg a noble example of the gain to be derived from de- 
cision of character in a commanding officer. The loss of the 
Shannon amoonted to twenty-four killed and fifty-nine vomd- 
ed ; the damage in her hull and spars, compared with that of 
the enemy, trifling. That of the Chesapeake, accordmg to the 
American official account, forty-seven killed, and nine^roine 
wounded, fourteen of the latter mortaUy, among which numb^ 
was her gallant Commander and first Lieutenant. 

It is painful to add that thirty-two British seamen were 
recognized among the captured crew, besides several who leaped 
overboard on her surrender. Mr. James, in his Naval Histcny, 
vol. vi, page 304, gives an extract from the Court of Inquiry held 
on the surviving officers and crew of the Chesapeake. It may 
cieate a smile at the determined eiprit de corps that prompted its 
members to promulgate such a document to the world. Com- 
modore Bainbridge was the President of the Court, and the 
following is the first article of the veiy " lengthy*' report pub- 
lished on the .subject : — " The Court aie unanimously of 
opinion that the Chesapeake was gallantly earned into action 
by her late brave Commander ; and no 4oiibt rests with the 
Court, from comparison of the injury respectively sustained by 
the frigates, that the fire of the Chesapeake was much supenor 
to that of the Shannon. The Shannon, being much cut in her 
spars and rigging, and receiving many shot in and below the 
water-line, was reduced almost to a sinking condition, after only 
a few HUAutes' cannonading from the Chesapeake ; whilst the 
Chesapeake was eomparatively uwmjured. And the Court 
have no doubt, if the Chesapeake had not accidentally fallen 
on board the Shannon, and the Shannon's anchor got foul in 
the after quarter-port of the Chesapeake, the Shannon must 
have very soon surrendered or sunk" 
' Some very singular admissions of misconduct in the officers 
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countenance brightening up at my dignified silence. 
I confess I was wickedly enjo)ring the mistake 

and crew follow; and then the report proceeds as follows:— 
*' From this view of the engagement, and a careful examination 
of the evidence, the Court are unanimously of opinion, that the 
capture of the late United States* frigate Chesapeake was 
occasioned by the following causes : the almost unexampled 
early fall of Captain Laurence, and all the principal officers : 
the bugleman*s desertion of his quarters, and inability to sound 
his horn ; for the Court are of opinion, if the horn had been 
Bounded when first ordered, the men being then at their quarters, 
the boarders would have promptly repaired to the spar-deck» 
probably have prevented the enemy from boarding, certainly 
have repelled them, and might have returned the boarding with 
success :— and the failure of the boarders on both decks to rally 
on the spar-deck, after the enemy had boarded, which might 
have been done successfully, it is believed, from the cautious 
manner in which the enemy came on board.'' 

The reader will at once form an accurate estimate of the de- 
cision of the American Court of Inqiury, as also of the cauti<ni 
displayed by Captain Broke in lea^ng upon the enemy's deck 
with twenty men, who at that moment had at least two hun- 
dred and seventy of his crew unhurt. So much for the Ameri- 
can official document. Mr. James justly observes, " It would 
not do for an official document like that we have just been 
quoting, to contain an admission that any portion (any influ- 
ential portion at least) of the crew of an American ship of 
war consisted of British seamen ; the journalists, pamphleteers, 
and historians of the United States, did not scruple to attribute 
to the defection of the latter, the unfortunate issue of the busi- 
ness with the Chesapeake." " There are no better ssulors in 
the world," says an American writer, ** than our own ; and 
it seems hard that the war should be carried on for nothing but 
Bcitish sailors' rights, and that those same sailors should desert 



Digitized 



by Google 



128 BECOLLSrCTIONS OF 

into which his national vanity had led him: 
Tapping me on the shoulder, and looking from 
the comers of his eyes with all the cmining glee 
that inward triumph could inspire in one of his 
class, he burst out — " What ! taken you again^ 
I guess ?'*'' — " No, the Chesapeake was boarded 
and taken after an action of a quarter of an 
hour.'*'' The smile of triumph was converted 
into a grin of astonishment and dismay; but, 
quickly recovering himself, he appeared (or rather 
wished to appear) to think I had reversed the 
order of things, and, giving vent to his feelings 
in no very polite or elegant language, he ex^ 
claimed, — 

" I calculate that 's a tarnation lie !"" 

us in the moment of conflict. Cowardice is a species of treason. 
If renegade Englishmen are permitted to fight under our flag, 
•it becomes prudent not to mix our own people with them 'to be 
destroyed ; for, at the critical moment when the boarders were 
called, the foreigners all ran below, while not a native Amerx* 
can shrank from the conflict." A writer in a Boston papef, 
after he has insisted that the ** native Americans" on board the 
Chesapeake "fought like heroes," and that the British part of 
the crew ** behaved treacherously," very naturally asks, ** Can 
any of your correspondents inform us whether any Americans 
-were on board the Shannon V 

** July 3rd. Baltimore. A gentleman who has been on 
board the Shannon, says that she carries sixty guns, many ef 
which are heavy brass pieces." — Nile^s Register, vol. iv. page 
290. 
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- I could only bow to this refined mode of con- 
tradiction. The poor man had no idea, I believe, 
of applying the unhappy expression personally, but 
to the report itself. Had I wished for revenge, I 
had ample opportunities of indemnifying myself 
some months afterwards ; I preferred an occasion 
of paying him off which he himself tendered when 
he again visited us, and which I will presently 
detail; His curiosity, however, was excited, and, 
after making an awkward attempt at an apology 
for the sudden ebullition that had escaped him, he 
aoxiously inquired all particulars, when, appearing 
to think there was a too probable foundation for 
the report, he broke out again, " That G — d— n 
particular ship, I guess, is always bringing the 
States into some scrape or another."* 

The return of his companions broke off further 
intercourse. The Admiral had given orders for 
all the slaves to appear on the quarter-deck, when 
he granted the Colonel and his companions full 
permission to take back all those who were will- 
ing to accompany them. The heroes questioned 
their late negroes in softened accents respecting 
the cause of their desertion; some quaint and 
home replies to these queries convinced the en- 

^ Alluding to the rencontre between His Majesty's ship Leo- 
pard and the Chesapeake in 1807. 

g5 
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voys of their loss of time in the attempt, and they 
took their departure. 

Under another flag of truce, the same gentle- 
man, several months after this our first introduc- 
tion, reappeared on the Albion^s deck, ismd it so 
happened that I was again the officer of the 
watch. He was much more free with his tongue. 
After conversing upon our different incursions^ 
and animadverting upon them, he continued; 

'' You have a Mr. S. on board here, I guess ?^ 

" There is.**' 

" And I calculate I have the honour of address- 
ing him ?^' 

" My name is S.''' 

"I guessed as much. You are considerably 
fond of papng us nightly visits. Why donH you 
come in the open face of day like a man ?'' 

" Merely because I find it more convenient to 
ramble at that time.*" 

" I guess it 's not like a warrior, or a gentlenian, 
coming in the night like a robber. They tell 
me you are a mighty admirer of pocket-pieces.* 
Now I do assure you, I have the prettiest one 
throughout all the States, and nothing will please 
me more than if you will call for it." 

Perhaps it will be better here to explain the 
manner in which the enemy'^s forces were divided 
♦ Six-pounder field-pieces. 
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on the eastern shore. The coast is intersected with 
small rivers and creeks; a regiment of militia, 
consisting of twelve hundred strong, would be 
divided into companies to protect a space of four- 
teen to twenty miles, one or two of them being 
quartered at the mouth of these rivers. At the en- 
trance of the principal, batteries were erected for the 
protection of their vessels. These positions were 
frequently destroyed by taking them in detail, 
and it sometimes occurred that the troops called 
together to* resist our attack at one point were 
obliged to leave the others unprotected. Our 
business was generally achieved before they could 
possibly reach us, from the circuitous track they 
were obliged to pursue ; while we would embark in 
our boats, and proceed to the unprotected points 
to follow up the same game. The poor militia- 
men were fairly worried out of their lives, they 
knew no repose by night or by day : the very 
devil was in the Admiral and his men, never was 
such a vexatious, harassing mode of warfare ; 
they were here, and there, and everywhere. 
These stations were in most cases provided with a 
six-pounder field-piece, for the greater convenience 
of bringing it to bear upon any threatened point 
in their immediate neighbourhood; but in our 
attacks upon them many of the pretty pocket- 
pieces, quoted by the American captain, fell into 
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our power, and, prompted by his obliging offer to 
jne, I therefore replied, 

' '^ If you will inform me where I can have the 
honour of paying my respects to you, I wHl, with 
the AdmiraFs permission, certainly avail myself 
of your polite invitation.*" 

Drawing his figure up to its full height, he 
answered with suitable dignity of demeanour, with 
which, however, his phraseology was sadly at vari- 
ance, " I guess youll find me Conmiandant at Fort 
Chessinessick, but tarnation seize me in the 
bramble-bush of damnation if I don''t blow you to 
hell if you put your foot within a mile of my 
command. You know better ; I would give you 
«uch a whipping as would cure you from rambling 
a-night, like a particular G — d— d tom-cat.'*'' 

" Well, I cannot let you off, and shall trust to 
your hospitality for a warm reception.'*'' 

" Oh yes, by O— , as warm as great guns and 
small arms can welcome you ; I guess you*'ll think 
twice before you come.''^ 

Here further parley was interrupted, and the 
flag of truce took its departure, but not before my 
friend, with a knowing wink, repeated his invi- 
tation. I did not suffer many minutes to elapse 
after they quitted the deck before I reported to 
the Admiral the American'^s challenge, and my 
acceptance of it. He acceded to my wishes with 
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the proviso that I should be accompanied by a slave 
who was well acquainted with the localities of the 
spot. One of the Commandant^s own negroes 
volunteered to guide me to the fort. All objec- 
tions being removed, I was sent off in the barge to 
reconnoitre the premises: while performing this 
duty I received a Turkish salute, as I was taking 
my bearings, from a small sandy islet from which 
1 intended to start. 

At ten o*'clock at night I left the ship with 
"the armed boats, gained the islet, and set for- 
ward for the scene of attack. The battery was 
situated on a peninsula. I had intended landing 
on the isthmus in the rear, to cut off all retreat 
to the garrison. The murky darkness of the 
night favoured our designs ; but we missed the 
precise spot fixed upon, in consequence of placing 
a greater reliance on the local knowledge of our 
negro guide than on my own observations of the 
morning. As we approached the land, I pro- 
ceeded ahead in the gig to reconnoitre : I shoved 
her on shore under what appeared to be a high 
bank, and, jumping out with blacky, inquired if 
it was the right spot. 

" Yees, massa; pose you go round here, you 
tab 'em all.'' 

I was giving my orders in a whisper to the 
coxswain of the gig to push off and desire the 



Digitized 



by Google 



134 RECOLLECTIONS OF 

boats to come on, when a great gun directly over 
my head went off, and the shot rattled in among 
the boats : instead of disembarking half a mile 
off, we had landed at the fort itself. Its in- 
mates were evidently nnprepared for us : the hul- 
labaloo increased, — all was hurry-skurry and con- 
cision ; there was no time to reload. The gig's 
crew, quick as thought, scaled the ramparts, and 
there we were planted in the precincts of the re- 
doubtable Captain's command : the rest of the 
boats dashed in. The enemy merely gave us 
the contents of their muskets as they turned out 
of the barracks and made their escape, headed by 
the gallant shivering Commandant in his shift. 
The Americans made such good use of their legs 
that by the time our men had got fairly into the 
work, they could only let fly at the rear of the 
flying squad, which brought down two poor fel- 
lows. Finding pursuit vain, I secured the gate 
by which they had made their rapid exit, and 
proceeded to commence the work of destruction. 

On reaching the Commandant's apartment, I 
found the whole of that captivating regimental 
suit before described, small-clothes and all, lying 
on a chair by his bed-side ; the silver-mounted 
side-arms graced the wall, and a substantial beef- 
steak pie the table, upon which he appeared to 
have supped very heartily : the whole of the 
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minage was strongly impregnated with the fumes 
of whisky and tobacco. The sword I considered 
my own, the regimentals, with the appurtenances, 
I made over to a seijeant of the Black Marines, 
(for at this time those slaves who volunteered were 
embodied into a regiment.) At daylight we ship- 
ped the Captain^s beautiful pocket-piece, set fire 
to the barracks, and blew up the fort. Before 
we re-embarked I went to a farmhouse adjoining 
the scene of destruction, and left my compliments 
with its inhabitants for the Captain Conmiandant, 
and a message to the following purport, that " I did 
not perfectly coincide with him as to the beauty 
of the pocket-piece, but for the possession of it 
felt my best thanks were due, and that if he had 
any more to dispose of, I would take the earliest 
opportunity of calling for them.'*' 

The disgrace of being thus surprised napping 
and retreating sans culottes did not appear to have 
a tenth part so much effect on the wounded and 
sensitive feelings of my swaggering friend, as the 
dishonour I had put upon him by making over his 
military attire, cocked-hat, sky-scraper, feathers, 
and all, and allowing them to be worn by a " G — 
d— d black nigger.'*'' It was " the unkindest cut 
of all,'*'* and he loudly declared that Lieutenant 
S— was no warrior in thus putting so gross an 
insult upon a gallant enemy. His piteous lamen- 
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tations were conveyed to me through the means 
of one of the neutral inhabitants of Watfs Island. 
He pocketed the loss of his valued wardrobe, and 
I the distant defiance. He, however, never after- 
wards visited us in any succeeding flag of truce, 
nor were his invitations renewed to visit his 
quarters. 

The enemy'*s captured vessels which proved 
tinseaworthy, formed excellent targets for the 
practice of our great guns. Many of these craft 
might be seen floating up and down the Chesa- 
peake filled with water ; one of these particularly 
mauled vessels was always rising up like Banquo's 
ghost before us, ever coming athwart our hawse 
wherever we might be, till her spectral visitations 
were ended by towing her on Tangier Island, where 
the ghost was securely laid, by converting her 
into firewood, for the use of the garrison we had 
placed there. 

On the 13th June we captured two American 
ships and a brig, and next day proceeded to Lynha- 
ven Bay, adding another ship to our list of .prizes. 
The Rear-admiral, having received intimation of 
the Commander-in-chiefs approach with the expe- 
dition, conmienced buoying the passage between 
Willoughby Point and the Horse-shoe, up to 
Hampton ; and we ourselves proceeded in the 
Marlborough, with-the Junon and Barrossa, to take 
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up our anchorage in Hampton Roads, for the pur- 
pose of reconnoitring Crany Island and Norfolk. 
The frigates had anchored at the entrance of Eliza- 
beth river, where the American frigate Constella- 
tion, and fifteen heavy gun-boats, remained under 
the batteries at Crany Island. The American 
flotilla, conceiving the favourable time had ar- 
rived for the employment of their strength against 
our advance, moved out during the night, but 
jiot without being duly noticed by our guard- 
boats, and information of their movements being 
communicated to the frigates. 

As soon as the morning dawned, this heavy 
force, carrying thirty long thirty-two and twenty- 
four pounders, and manned by an additional 
number of men from the Constellation, opened 
out their fire upon the Junon, who, as well as 
the Barrossa, was becalmed, but all ready for 
weighing. The fiire was returned by the fri- 
gate's eighteen pounders ; for Jonathan knew the 
advantage of keeping out of range of the car- 
ronades. A breeze springing up soon after the 
commencement of this distant cannonade, en- 
abled our frigates to weigh and close with the 
enemy. Captain ShirrefF plied the gentlemen with 
such accuracy, and so little to their satisfaction, 
that they gladly hobbled off, as fast as their 
swe^s could assist them, to the friendly shelter 
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of the batteries they had so recently quitted with 
the laudable determination of leading in captive 
one, if not both, of his Britannic Majesty'^s frigates. 
The Marlborough could render no assistance, 
being far out of range of giin-shot, but the action 
was distinctly visible from her deck. The fire of 
both frigates was admirable, but some of the last 
shots fired by the Barrossa told most beautifully. 
The whole were so roughly handled that they 
never attempted a second sortie during the re- 
mainder of the war. We may presume that the 
result of this their only sortie was as unpalatable 
to the Americans as that experienced by their 
allies the French on the field whence the frigate 
derived her name.* 

* As a specimen of American official accounts, I will here 
subjoin Captain Cassin's letter to the Secretary of the Navy. The 
Junon was a tbirty-eight gun frigate, and the Barrossa a thirty- 
six, as every naval otBcer in the service is well aware. These 
were the only two who were engaged with the gun-boats. The 
Barrossa was not injured in the smallest degree ; the Jnnon, I 
believe, lost one man killed, and was as ready for service at the 
conclusion of the' skirmish as before it began. 

"Navy Yard, Gosport, June 21st, 1813. 
"Sir, 

" On Saturday, at 11 p.m. Captain Tarbell moved with the 

flotilla under his command, consisting of fifteen gun-boats, in 

two divisions, Lieutenant John M. Gardner first division, and 

Lieutenant Robert Henley the second, manned from the frigate, 

and fifty musketeers General Taylor ordered from Crany Island, 
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Rear-admiral Cockbum had carefully noted, as 
fer as lay within his reach, the peculiarities of the 

and proceeded down the river ; but adverse winds and squalls 
prevented hb approaching the enemy until Sunday morning at 
4 P.M., when the flodlla commenced a heavy galling fire on a 
frigate, at about three-quarters of a mile distant, lying well up 
the roads, two other frigates lying in sight. At half past four a 
Iveeze sprang up ^vmi east-north-east, which enabled the two 
frigates to get under way, one a razee or very heavy ship, and the 
other a frigate, to come near into the action. The boats, in con- 
sequence of their approach, hauled off, though keeping up a well 
directed fire on the razee and other ships, which gave us several 
broadsides. The frigate first engaged, supposed to be the Junon, 
was certainly very severely handled. Had the calm continued 
one half -hour, that frigate must have fallen into our hands or 
been destroyed. She must have slipped her moorings, so as to drop 
nearer the razee, who had all sails set coming up to her with 
the other frigates. The action continued one hour and a half 
with the three ships. Shortly after the action the razee got 
alongside of the ship, and bad her upon a deep careen in a 
little time, with a number of boats and stageiB round her. I am 
satisfied considerable damage was done to her, for she was silenced 
some time until the razee opened her fire, when she commenced 
again. Our loss is very trifling: Mr. Allison, master's mate 
on board No. 159, was killed early in the action by an eighteen- 
pound ball, which passed through him and lodged in the mast 
No. 154 had a shot between wind and water. No. 67 had 
her franklin shot away, and several of them had some of their 
sweeps, as well as their stanchions, shot away ; but two men 
slightly injured by the splinters from the sweeps. On the flood 
tide, several ships of the line and frigates came into the roads, 
and we did expect an attack last night. There are now in the 
roads thirteen ships of the line and frigates, one brig and several 
tenders. I cannot say too much of the o£5cers and men on this 
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environs of Crany Island and its neigKbourhood, 
when last at anchor in Hampton Roads ; no time 
was now lost in following up and completing his 
observations. In pursuance of this intention Lieu- 
occasion, for every man appeared to go into action with so much 
cheerfulness, apparently to do their duty, resolved to conquer. 
I had a better opportunity of discovering their actions than any 
one else, being in my boat the whole of the action. 

'* I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed,) John Cassen." 

In Nile's Register, vol. iv. p. 278, the same affair is no- 
ticed. '' At half past three on Sunday mprning. Captain Tarbell, 
with fifteen boats, swept down within a mile and a half of hit 
object, and opened a sharp fire on the frigates. The morning 
was* calm, and his shot appeared to take complete effect. The 
cannonade lasted an hour and a quarter on both sides, and the 
Englishmen were silenced, when the other frigates caught a breeze 
and came to his relief. All of tliem then opened a tremendous 
fire on the boats, who yet maintained the battle for half an hour— 
fifteen guns against a hundred and fifty, after which they retired, 
with the loss of only one man killed, to Crany Island. It is 
stated as the opinion of all the officers, that the headmost frigate 
•must have suffered, and that she would inevitably have fallen 
into our hands, if the weather had contmued calm." 

In page 291 of the same volume — '* We learn that the Junon 
received sixteen shots between wind and water in that afilray — 
that the captain was so badly wounded as not to be expected to 
recover, with about one hundred and fifty of the crew killed and 
wounded,'* 

The nautical reader may form a tolerably accurate idea of the 
size of these gun-boats, which were capable of carrying masts 
sufficiently stout to admit of an eighteen-pound shot being 
lodged in them, as appears to have been the case with No. 15£U. 
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tenant Westphal was despatched to reconnoitre 
the island strictly, when he discovered a shoal 
running a long way out from the beach. The 
evening before the unfortunate attack, the spot 
was re-examined by Lieutenant Westphal, and his 
first report confirmed, viz. that on any attempt to 
land, the boats would inevitably ground at some 
distance from the shore, and that it would be 
necessary for the troops and men intended for 
the assault to jump out the moment they 
grounded. The Commander-in-chief arrived with 
the expedition on the 20th, when the Rear- 
admiral submitted his plan of attack, and offered 
his services to conduct it, but they were declined 
on the plea that the arrangements had been al- 
ready completed at sea, and that Captain Pechell 
was to have the command. He then volunteered 
his assistance by hoisting his flag on board the 
Barrossa, and engaging the batteries and defences 
on Crany Island and its environs. 

On the 22nd of June, part of the troops under 
General Beckwith were landed at Pig's Point, and 
the remainder, consisting of a part of the 102nd 
regiment, the Canadian chasseurs, and a battalion 
of marines, were embarked in the boats to make a 
descent tipon Crany Island. I had the command 
of the Marlborough's boats on that disastrous day. 
It is to be regretted that there were not fewer com- 
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manding officers, the issue of the attack might 
have then been different; the orders were so 
numerous and contradictory from the juniors, that 
instead of the body forming one open line, and 
pushing directly for the beach when within range 
of the guns, they formed an oval mass, and every 
shot of the enemy ought to have told among 
them. Captain Hanchett led on in Ae Diadem'^s 
launch most gallantly, as did the St. Domingo's 
centipede, but they, and the others that followed 
them, grounded on the shoal. Instead of the 
troops leaping out and fording to the beach, the 
boats' crews pointed their oars forward and endea- 
voured to shove off under a murderous show» of 
grape and canister, which sank the St. Domin- 
go's long-boat above mentioned, and some others ; 
this movement deterred the boats astern from 
pushing forward. Captain Pechell had pulled up 
to the batteries, exposing himself to the hottest of 
the enemy's fire, but the scene among the boats 
was one of complete disorder and confusion. 
" Pull to starboard," " PuU to port,"—" Give 
way ahead," — " Back astern," were all uttered in 
the same breath : the natural consequence of 
this state of things was a retreat. 

It was distressing to see the poor unarmed 
fellows who reached the beach from the sunken 
boats, deliberately massacred by the Americans, 
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who, running down as the dripping wretches 
gained the shore, applied the muzzles of their 
muskets to their ears, naercilessly imbruing their 
hands in the blood of helpless foes. It was a 
sight, the remembrance of which at this distance 
of time makes my blood boil, and evinced a fero- 
city of feeling only suited to a state of barbarism. 
The MarlborougVs launch was among the boata 
sunk ; a twenty-four pounder entered her larboard 
bow, and passed out of the starboard quarter, 
sweeping away a few legs in its transit, and set- 
ting the whole cargo of blue and red jackets adrift 
on the waters. The whole were speedily rescued 
by their neighbours, and the sunken launch towed 
to one of the small vessels in the rear, where she 
was lifted high enough out of the water for the 
purpose of nailing a sheet of lead over the shot- 
holes, and sufficiently repaired to be again ready 
to proceed to the second attack. 

A slave from Norfolk was one of the party ; his 
pugnacious temperament urged him to tease me 
into compliance with his repeated requests to ac- 
company me on this expedition, impelled doubt- 
less by the worthy feeling of being enabled to 
wipe off old scores with his master. At my solici- 
tation permission was given him, accompanied 
by a hint from myself that round-shot were dis- 
agreeable Mvant-couriers to come in contact with. 
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Blacky (who boasted the name of Caesar) wisr 
too fiill of fight to hear reason ; he doubtless fan- 
cied the sight of his ebony face and white ivories 
could ftdfil the words of his great namesake, 
" Veni vidi vici^'^ and, with a musket in hand, 
he was placed in the launch. Caesar, seated in 
the gunnel of the starboard quarter, with his mus- 
ket between his legs, glided quickly to the scene 
of slaughter and destruction. His fighting quali- 
ties were evidently approaching the fireezing point 
of valour, the twenty-four pounder sank it below 
zero; but Caesar'^s star partially triumphed, for the 
ball passed between his legs, and taking the butt- 
end of his musket, caused it to explode, and whisk 
off the sable hero's left ear. He leaped high in 
air, as if he had been shot in the heart or the 
brain, and the next moment.was striking out in 
the watery element. The universe would have 
been an insuflScient temptation to Caesar to try his 
fortunes again in that particular line ; he had taken 
in his quantum sufficit of fighting, which doubt- 
less lasted him for his mortal career. 

Lieutenant Westphal had accompanied the 
General, but, witnessing the error committed by 
the boats, embarked and pushed off to make 
known with all possible despatch the only feasible 
mode of effecting a permanent landing, and that 
no obstacle would be encountered on the beach ; 
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indeed the fact of many unhappy sufferers having 
reached it, demonstrated the absence of all diffi- 
culty. But it was too late ; many of the boats 
had already retreated, and the remainder had re- 
ceived orders to pursue the same course. After 
some deliberation a second attack was determined 
upon : the boats pulled manfully to the contest, 
but with the same unfortunate result. As on the 
first attempt, we again formed a solid mass, instead 
of an extended line, and the enterprise was aban- 
doned. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Unjust Report — Embarkation of the Troops— The Enemy com- 
pletely routed — Treacherous and sanguinary act— Presence 
of mind — A Kentucky prisoner — Falsehood of the Ameri- 
can press relative to the capture of Hampton — Arrival of the 
Sceptre, 74 — ^Expedition to Ocracoke — Anchor offPoint Look- 
out — Capture of Kent Island — English Colonel in the service 
of the Enemy — Picturesque encampment— Musquitoes — A 
battery destroyed in St. Michaers river — Other hostile pro- 
ceedings — An outrage— 'Unwelcome intrusion on a birth- 
day party — Vessel in distress — Advantages likely to accrue 
from the use of Chronometers by our Commercial Marine- 
Festivities at Bermuda — Quit Bermuda — ^Terrific Tempest — 
Keach the Anchorage off New London — Cowardly and 
Diabolical Plan — Inclement weather — Commodore Decatur 
out-manoeuvred — American vanity — ^The Admiral shifts his 
flag into the Albion — A freezing duty. 

The Rear-admiral had hoisted his flag on board 
the Barrossa, but, from the light airs and calms, 
had been unable to get her within range of the 
batteries; the troops were re-embarked, and we 
had the mortification of returning to our ship, 
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without having effected any thing. By some 
means which I have never been able to discover, 
a report was circulated that this infructuous attack 
was planned by the Reai>admiral, and that its 
failure was to be attributed to the defective infor- 
mation supplied by him to the conmianding officer 
entrusted with the attack. The assertion is as 
unjust as it is untrue, and I am sure would have 
been promptly rebutted by the gallant leader in 
this disastrous business, had it ever reached his 
ears ; for, of all others, he was best aware that, had 
Admiral Cockbum'^s advice been followed, there 
were the fairest chances of a very different result. 
The report is only now noticed from its having at 
one time gained very general belief, and this pub- 
lie contradiction is offered for the benefit of those 
unacquainted with the real state of the case. 

The Americans made the most of the affair, 
but, when the matter is coolly canvassed, there 
remains but a bank of sand on which to build 
their triumphal arch. The boats, under very dis- 
advantageous circumstances, advanced in mid- 
day to the assault in the teeth of formidable 
batteries playing heavily upon them ; no op- 
portunity was offered us of putting American 
valour to the proof. Had it been a hand-to- 
hand affair, and we had suffered a repulse, they 
would have been fairly entitled to raise the cry of 
h2 
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victory ; but, while secure beliind their ramparts • 
from personal danger, they tarnished American 
honour and humanity by their cowardly attack 
and slaughter of the helpless, unarmed, and half- 
drowned men who were thrown upon their shores. 
Modesty would have proved theb best policy.* 

* The public disavowal by Lieutenant- General Sir Joi»n 
Keane, K. C. B. and other distinguished officers of high rank, of 
the statement put forth in Mr. Stuart's work on America, (a 
publication I regret I have not yet had an opportunity of reading,) 
wherein it is made to appear that the British commanding officer 
promised a licence to the troops under his command, on their 
entry into New Orleans, quite incompatible with the high sense 
of honour and feeling of British officers, was met by the author 
in a manner perfectly consistent with the character of a gentle- 
man who finds he has thoughtlessly affixed a stigma on the con- 
duct of officers whose chivalrous spirit ought to have shielded 
them from the suspicion of such conduct. This disavowal, it 
appears, was forwarded by our minister, Mr. Vaughan, at Wash- 
ington to General Jackson, the President of the United States, 
who commanded the American army at New Orleans, and who, 
in the handsomest manner, declared his utterdisbelief of the ex- 
istence of any such intention, and promised that steps should be 
publicly adopted to refute the calumny for ever. Such conduct 
is alike honourable to the individual, and consonant to the high 
station he occupies. The impartial men of both countries must 
hail the announcement as auspicious, and leading to the further 
elucidation of truth, which has unfortunately so long been 
obscured by virulence and national jealousy. A few traits of 
the like nature would do more to soften the acerbity of both 
nations, than cart-loads of volumes written upon the subject. 
But while the vituperative and false denunciations concocted by 
untutored minds in the school of honour, and published in 
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Thus ingloriously ended the attack upon Crany 
Island.* 

On the 25th of June the troops with the Ge-' 
neral were again embarked in the boats, under 
the immediate command of the Rear-admiral, who, 
landmg them a short distance to the westward of 
the town of Hampton before daylight, accom- 
panied the army with the seamen. The enemy 
was drawn up to receive us, but he was imme- 
diately out-flanked and completely routed. The 
Americans, breaking away like a flock of sheep, 

moments of irritation and hostile feeling, are treasured up and 
recorded as facts in the calm of peace, and reli^ously maintain- 
ed as such notwithstanding they carry the brand of fiction on 
their very front, the feelings of both parties must be as far re- 
moved from amalgamation as the antipodes. The fiction of New 
Orleans was not unique, as will be seen by the following ora- 
tion extracted from Nile^s Register, vol. iv. page 333. 

** Cockburn addressed his men to the following purport : " My 
brave fellows ! we will storm Fort Nelson by dinner, and be in 
Norfolk to supper. There you will find two banks, with a great 
quantity of dollars j and for your exertions and bravery, you will 
have three days* plunder, and the free use of a number of fine 
w«men, besides a handsome bounty. The inhabitants are very 
rich." 

* " The number of the enemy engaged inclusive, was estimated 
at from two thousand five hundred to three t|xousand men. In 
lulled, drowned, and deserters, the enemy must have reduced his 
force four liutidred men. This estimate is sustained in several 
ways, and appears nearly correct." Nile's Register, vol. iv. 
page 291. 
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escaped through the woods in every direction; 
from the celerity with which they went off, few 
prisoners were taken. 

The Canadian Chasseurs, a regiment formed 
out of the French prisoners in England who had 
volunteered their services against the Americans, 
were with us on this occasion ; they were officered 
by their own countrymen, but behaved so ill in 
two instances, coupled with frequent desertion, 
that it led to their being immediately re-embarked 
and disbanded. 

In chasing the fljdng remnants of the scattered 
forces through the woods, an American officer 
was overtaken : he sued for mercy, and it was of 
course granted by the naval lieutenant to whom 
the appeal was made. A French officer be- 
longing to the Chasseurs came up, and pointed 
his sword at the unfortunate prisoner ; the lieu- 
tenant, putting it aside, told him the American 
had surrendered. 

" Laissez-le,^ and a wink, was the reply ; and 
taking it for granted that nothing more was 
intended than to awaken for a moment the fears 
of the captive fugitive, the lieutenant could not 
refrain from smiling at seeing the unfortimate 
man: drop on his knees before the Frenchman 
and beg for mercy. The lieutenant had accepted 
and communicated the surrender to the officer of 
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the Chasseurs— could he then have suspected the 
dastardly ruffian^s intention ? It would have 
been very easy in such case to have arrested the 
tragedy that was about to take place. The Chas- 
seur addressed his victim, who spoke the French 
language remarkably well, " Sais-tu en quelle 
sorte tes compatriotes nous out trait^s il-y-a 
trois jours ?'' (alluding to the men slaughtered 
on the beach at Crany Island.) " Non, je n'en 
sais rien.'' — " Comment, tu n'en sais rien !'''' — 
" Non, parole d'honneur. Je n'en sais rien.*^ 
— " Alors je te le ferai voir," and he plunged 
his sword into the supplicant's heart. 

The lieutenant's head grew giddy, nor could 
he believe so foul an act had been perpetrated 
until the bleeding corpse, weltering in gore 
at his feet, too truly confirmed the damning 
deed. The Frenchman passed on, but his 
companion remained completely unmanned. The 
sounding of the recall brought him to his senses, 
and he rejoined the troops. Of course the 
flagrant murder was reported ; and this, with other 
misconduct, led to^he immediate embarkation and 
dismissal of the Chasseurs, as I have already related. 

The launches and rocket-boats under Captain 
Russell had engaged the batteries while the 
troops were marching on towards the enemy ; 
the rockets had committed much mischief, but 
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the alarm they created drove the poor inhabi- 
tants almost out of their senses, and they fled 
in every direction. The slaves profited by the 
opportunity to quit their masters' service without 
notice. 

Among the very few prisoners made was a 
Kentucky man by Lieutenant Bigland. They 
found themselves by some means detached from 
their diflferent parties, and close to each other 
in an enclosure, with a strong high paling between 
them. Lieutenant Bigland thought to have the 
first shot, and drawing his pistol, let fly, and 
missed the Yankee. His presence of mind saved 
his life, for immediately the pistol was fired his 
opponent raised his rifle to his shoulder, and in 
a second, little Big (as he was familiarly styled 
by his messmates) drew his sabre, calling out 
very coolly, *^ Surrender directly : if you pre- 
sume to fire, by G — FU cut you to .pieces:"*' 
The man dropped his piece, and, at that mo- 
ment some of our. people coming in upon him, 
the posed Kentucky man yielded his rifle, and 
became his prisoner. The backwoodsman be- 
haved remarkably well ; he had the life of our 
friend completely in his power, but the cool man- 
ner in which he was addressed made him hesitate, 
and that little moment of hesitation secured to 
his country and his friends the life of a truly 
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honourable, upright, and worthy officer, — to his 
messmates a valued friend and brother. The 
Kentucky man became a favourite with every 
member of the ward-room, and shared our cheer 
as long as he remained on board. Before he knew 
the Britishers he was their avowed and mortal 
enemy ; but he found we had been belied, 
and parted from us with considerably mollified 
feelings. 

Never was there, I believe, a concatenation of 
more monstrous absurdities or glaring falsehoods 
hazarded on any occasion than that collected 
and vomited forth by the press of the United 
States in the affair of the capture of Hampton. 
Two detestable outrages were committed by the 
Canadian Chasseurs, as I have already stated ; for 
the rest, not the shadow of a shade existed for the 
horrible and disgusting scenes attributed by these 
free-born scribes to the British forces. The 
Commander-in-chief of the squadron. Sir John 
Warren, was accused of that species of licen- 
tiousness, the commission of which would have 
made a conmion seaman blush. As for the 
Rear-admiral, he was painted blacker and more 
vicious than Satan himself; it was one hyper- 
bole of nauseous accusations. Our friend the 
backwoodsman, when restored to liberty, boldly, 
honourably, and publicly contradicted these sicken- 
h5 
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ing reports, and declared them to be founded 
neither upon the principles of justice nor truth. 
His honest conduct is thus spoken of by one of 
the editors commenting upon the refutation : 
" This cold-blood-hearted patriot has the auda- 
city to deny established facts.'*'* * 

* I wiU here submit a very small portion of the fruits of the 
American press upon this subject. " On the twen^-fifth they 
attacked Hampton by land and water with great force, which 
they succeeded in getting possession of, after a gallant defence by 
the few militia we had there (450). About twenty-five of our 
men are missing, but the enemy lost at least two hundred." 
Nile's Register, vol. iv. page 291. 

" Monsters at Hampton. 

" With feelings that cannot be uttered we devote a consider- 
able portion of the present number of the Register to publish 
and preserve a body of facts and evidence regarding the proceed- 
ings of the enemy at Hampton, that will for ever disgrace the 
British name : — shuddering humanity ouUaws the finished vil- 
lains." — " If it were possible that these outrages could be aggra- 
vated, that aggravation might be found in the conduct of Ame- 
ricans so lost to honour and honesty, so destitute of the feelings 
of men or patriots, and so much debased by a vile party spirit or 
engulphed in a foreign influence, as to palliate, justify, or im- 
pudently deny the verity of those facts occurring in the Chesa- 
peake, that have stamped the British with an excess of the 
barbarisms of the dark ages, without the chastening spirit of 
chivalry that protected woman, lovely woman, from the brutali- 
ties of the times. 

** There is something in ' ravishment' so opposite to all that is 
honourable, (though it ought not to depreciate the good name of 
the violently polluted,) that no husband, father, or brother, is 
willing to have it embodied in history, that his wife, daughter, 
or sister was so served. Hence, as before observed, the extent 
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Our loss in this attack amounted in killed, 
wounded, and missing, to about fifty, one-tenth of 
which number included the former. The Ameri- 
cans' loss was much more severe. After keeping 
possession of the town for ten days, and obtaininfg 
the requisite supplies for the squadron, the bat- 

of the abomination will never be known to the public at large.'* 
Nile's Register, vol. iv. page 332. 

Captain Cooper's letter (of the Cavalry) is a master-piece in 
detailing the supposed atrocities as a " record of facts." It is 
too gross to notice. He says : '* At present you must content 
yourself with the following, and believe it at religiously as any 
fact beyond denial.** Be it remarked that the enemy's small 
body of cavalry were the first to gallop off, and never drew bit 
till twelve or fifteen miles intervened between them and their 
foes. 

Then follows another account. 

" Admiral Warren, Sir James Beckwith, and that vile 
monster Cockburn, ♦ ♦ • ♦ * 

that upon their taking Hampton, the British forced all the 
women to their purposes, and then attempted to stab them, and 
did stab one, but did not kill her ; they were prevented from 
doing the unfortunate maiden this favour. The Admiral then 
permitted their men to strip those unhappy women naked, and 
with drawn bayonets drive them through the streets before them. 
Most of these unfortunate females (now rendered wretched for 
life by the bulwark of our religion) are well known, and are 
beautiful beyond description." 

The editor concludes this mass of fiction by stating, "The 
official enquiry and report made to the Governor confirm all 
we have heard." 

Dr. Smith, the American historian, speaking of Hampton 
says, " No one need question the conduct of the British troops 
at Hampton." 
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teries and all the ordnance in them were destroy- 
ed, and the troops re-embarked. 

The Sceptre^ seventy-four, arriving in Hampton 
Roads for the express purpose of bearing the flag 
of Rear-admiral Cockbum, he shifted over to her, 
taking all his oiBcers with him. On the 2nd July 
the Sceptre, in company with three troopers and 
several small craft, quitted Hampton Roads : on 
board this squadron was embarked a detachment 
of about five hundred of the 102nd regiment, and 
a part of the marine artillery, under Lieutenant- 
colonel Napier. Our destination was Ocracoke 
Inlet, to the southward. In our passage thither 
several of the enemy'^s vessels were captured, and 
sent to Lynhaven Bay. Light and contrary winds 
prevented our reaching the mouth of the entrance 
before the night of the 12th, when the troops 
were immediately placed in the boats ; Lieutenant 
Westphal, whom I accompanied, having been first 
despatched with a division of boats for the purpose 
of securing the entrance, and attacking the armed 
vessels lying at the anchorage. The passage was 
so intricate that we failed in discovering it till 
daylight, and at the same time our approach was 
observed by the enemy. An eighteen-gun brig and 
letter of marque schooner opened th^ir fire upon 
us, but Westphal dashed on to board the brig. 
The resolution of the commander and his crew fail- 
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ed them ; they cut their cable, and submitted, after 
giving us the contents of her great-guns and small- 
arms. The fate of the brig (Anaconda) decided the 
schooner to haul down her colours. The former 
was, in outward appearance, a perfect model of 
beauty, and might have answered to the description 
of the Water Witch so admirably depicted by 
Cooper. She was near four hundred tons burden, 
belonging to New York. The schooner (Atlas) 
was a Philadelphia clipper letter of marque, 
mounting ten guns, and two hundred and fifty 
tons. A great number of river craft had 
weighed on our being discovered : we gave 
chase, but, a bree:^ springing up, they got clear 
off, and the only fruit of our long pull were two 
boats freighted with part of the crew of the 
captured schooner, they having abandoned their 
charge in double-quick time. The troops, in the 
mean time, were disembarked : they took pos- 
session of Portsmouth and Ocracoke without any 
opposition, and, having paid for the supplies re- 
ceived, were re-embarked; and on the 16th we 
took our departure with our prizes for the Chesa- 
peake, and rejoined the Commander-in-chief, three 
days afterwards, in the Potomac river. 

Lieutenant Westphal took charge of the Ana- 
conda ; during our short passage she proved her 
good sailing by running round every ship in the 
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squadron under her topsails. She was purchased 
into the service, and Lieutenant Westphal ap- 
pointed her Commander, having been promoted at 
home some days previously to her capture: a 
well-earned reward for services ably and zealously 
executed. 

A week after our return, we anchored off Point 
Look-out, the entrance to the Potomac, and 
landed the troops ; no resistance was offered, and 
the squadron and forces obtained a plentiful sup- 
ply of the refreshment required. 

At the beginning of August the whole squadron 
moved up towards Kent Island, and on the 4th 
the Sceptre, having the start,' anchored off the 
south end. The Rear-admiral with the marines, 
and a detachment of the 102nd regiment in the 
boats, pulled in between the island and the main, 
and, landing at the ferry, cut off the communication 
between them. The Americans were tjius pre- 
vented from throwing in reinforcements, and we 
took quiet possession of the large and well-culti- 
vated district under the above denomination. A 
militia colonel and several . of his officers were 
surprised : they were all capitally mounted ; but 
the colonel, who was an Englishman, bestrode a 
noble animal. He was in plain clothes, but did not 
hesitate in immediately acknowledging who and 
what he was, at the same time stating that he had 
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been many years settled and married in the coun- 
try, was proprietor of a large estate, and that his 
present situation was the result of the circum- 
stances in which he was placed ; that he had not 
met us in an hostile manner, and therefore trusted 
the Admiral would allow him to depart. This 
communication, made in all firankness and candour, 
carried conviction of its truth to the mind of the 
Admiral, who, instead of taking advantage of the 
confession, entered into his feelings, and at once 
gave him the desired permission, upon his parole 
that he was not to serve in his military capacity 
during the war, which, from the colonel's British 
feelings, I suspect was no very great hardship, as 
it honourably and satisfactorily incapacitated him, 
in the opinion of his adopted countrymen, from 
taking up arms against the sons of his native soil. 
His companions, however, were doomed to re- 
mam, until the forcible and gentlemanly appeal of 
the colonel in their behalf, overcame the first de- 
termination of our chief, and they accompanied 
their liberated commander minus their cavalry. 
The candour of the colonel, added to the strong 
regard he professed for the animal he rode, alone 
saved him from returning in the same humble 
plight as his subordinates* On my return to 
England at the conclusion of the war, I was in- 
troduced to two of his nephews, with whom I 
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have ever since remained upon terms of friendship. 
They had long before heard the whole business, 
and felt too happy that a circumstance sometimes 
so serious in its consequence, had ended so satis- 
factorily to all parties. 

On the following day the General approached 
from the other side to reconnoitre, and was pleas- 
ingly amused at finding he had been taking pre- 
cautions against his friends. The forces were dis- 
embarked, and a picturesque encampment formed 
about the centre of the island, in a beautiful spot 
resembling a gentleman's park. Here they con- 
structed tents with the boughs of evergreen trees, 
which, being regularly placed and of equal size, 
formed a very pretty sight. A good-sized farm- 
house on one side of the encampment served for 
the accommodation of the General and his staff. 

The ferry remained guarded by the marine 
artillery, with a couple of field-pieces and a how- 
itzer, supported by some of the boats of the fleet : 
a station which the condemned criminal would have 
scouted. The passage across was scarcely twenty 
yards, the land on each side for a hundred and 
fifty paces being a swampy marsh, from which 
arose without intermission myriads of hungry mus- 
quitoes, nearly devouring the unfortunate boats'* 
crews and the artillerymen. The sight of these tor- 
tured objects in the morning bore ample testimony 
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to the hellish miseries they had endured during the 
night ; they were bloated, swelled, and disfigured, 
by the smarting, itching incisions of the minute 
proboscis of these bloodthirsty devils. The heat 
was suffocating ; but the defence afforded by pur- 
sers"* worsted-stockings was thankfiilly resorted to, 
and with a small branch of a tree to protect the 
physiognomy by whisking it from side to side, 
after some nights'* experience of intense misery, 
matters were better managed. No fear existed 
of a poor fellow falling asleep upon his post in 
this neighbourhood. 

The goodly show of slaughtered sheep and 
quarters of beef that were suspended every morn- 
ing from the trees, intermixed with a plentiful 
supply of geese, turkeys, fowls, &c. with heaps of 
vegetables, would not have disgraced Leadenhall- 
market, and plainly evinced that we had fallen on 
the land of "milk and honey.'*'' Abundance prevail- 
ed, but no waste was permitted. The appetites 
of some of our fellows were of the first magnitude; 
but however great the extent of the toil and fa- 
tigues we encountered in our campaigning, we 
never knew the misery of short allowance, or went 
to rest supperless, as was too frequently the case 
with our gallant brethren in the Peninsula. 

While the troops were luxuriating in Kent 
Island, the boats, under the command of Lieu- 
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tenant Polkinghorae, first of the St. Domingo, 
were despatched up St. MichaePs river, £<» the pur- 
pose of destroying a battery situated on its banks. 
This service was performed with trifling loss, and in 
a manner highly creditable to the gallant daring 
of Lieutenant Polkinghome. The enemy was fully 
prepared to receive him, and supported by a large 
force in his rear. It mounted six twelve-pound- 
ers, which kept a heavy fire upon the assailants, 
till the leader with his men scaling the ram- 
parts, leaped into the midst of their foes, who, 
not relishing the flashing brightness of my friend'*s 
scimitar, fled, and left him master of the place. 
It was speedily demolished, the trunnions were 
knocked off the guns, and a shot enveloped in wet 
cloth was ranmied tight home into the chamber,— 
a plan generally adopted by us, whenever it was 
inconvenient to ship off the artillery that fell into 
our power. 

At another period of our sojourn on the island, 
the whole of the troops were passed over to the 
main, with the intention of surprising the enemy'^s 
forces that had taken up a position in our neigh- 
bourhood. The project miscarried from, some 
mistake of our advanced-guard, who prematurely 
opened their fire upon the enemy'*s picket, which 
giving the alarm, enabled the American forces to 
escape without the loss of a man, leaving Queers 
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town, which they had hitherto covered, defenceless 
and untenanted. The inhabitants fled in alaim at 
die first volley of musketry. Finding the game had 
escaped, the troops were marched back to their 
encampment. Not a single house was permitted 
to be injured, or despoiled of an article. The 
inhabitants were, doubtless, pleasingly disappoint- 
ed on their return to find a state of things so dif- 
ferent fi-om what was expected. The atrocities and 
unheard-of crimes attributed to us at Hampton 
by the American press, had been received as 
gospel by the majority of the population, and we 
were naturally regarded by those who pinned 
their &ith upon newspaper reports as a set of 
rapacious tigers. 

We remained in possession of Kent Island for 
three weeks, making it the head-quarters whence 
expeditions were despatched to the surrounding 
country, keeping the enemy in a constant state of 
alarm, and proving to them that war has its incon- 
veniences. The forces were re-embarked on the 
23rd of August, and we moved higher up the bay. 

As no resistance had been ofiered on taking 
possession, the Rear-^wimiral had promised pro- 
tection to all those who remained by their pro- 
perty. Among a large body of seamen landing 
on an enemy**s coast, it is to be supposed that 
some individuals might be found who would take 
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advantage of a fancied privilege, notwithstanding 
the strict orders issued to the contrary. Several 
petty depredations were committed, which were 
made up to the losers, and the parties, when 
discovered, were pimished for it. But there was 
one poor American, who lived at the north end 
of the island, whose house, standing alone, was 
attacked one night, (no doubt by some of those 
honoured C. P. gentlemen,) and literally ran^ 
sacked ; the scoundrels had managed so well that 
We were never enabled to trace them. The poor 
fellow made his complaint, and I was despatched 
to the scene of spoliation. From several corre- 
sponding circumstances, no doubt existed that the 
plunderers belonged to us. The poor man 
had made his escape from the intruders. Every 
drawer and cupboard had been wrenched open, and 
their contents strewed about. I made my report. 
The injured man was sent for, and questioned 
by the Rear-admiral as to the amount of his loss. 
Jonathan guessed it could not be less than three 
hundred and fifty dollars ; that sum was imme- 
diately paid over to him from the private purse 
of the Rear-admiral. This was only one of nu- 
merous instances of similar generosity by the 
man for whose head the Americans had offered a 
reward. 

On the 26th, the Rear-admiral landed on 
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the eastern shore : no resistance was offered, 
nor any public property found, therefore they 
returned in the evening. During this day**8 ex- 
cursion, the Admiral and his party came upon a 
better description of house than we usually met 
with. An officer opened the door, accompanied 
by a Serjeant, and, entering the nearest apart- 
ment, whence issued sounds of mirth and jollity, 
we discovered a room full of joyous girls. The 
sight of the seijeant plainly told them that they 
had fallen into the power of the dreaded Bri- 
tishers ; the simultaneous shriek that arose as 
conviction of the fact flashed upon their minds, 
drew the Rear-admiral to the spot. It appeared 
that the young ladies of the neighbourhood had 
met to commemorate the birth-day of one of 
their companions, and, never dreaming of the 
vicinity of an enemy, were enjoying themselves 
with all the elastic buoyancy of youth, when 
we rudely broke in upon their amusements. 
Like frightened deer, with no means of escape, 
they crowded into one comer of the room ; their 
fears were, however, speedily removed. The 
courtly demeanour of the Admiral, and promises 
of protection, restored the roses to their smilin 
countenances, and they learned that the enem 
and the gentleman may be combined withou 
disparagement to either : an idea hitherto regarded 
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by them as at least apocryphal. I fancy that we 
so ingratiated ourselves into their good opinion, 
that they would have had no objection to our 
longer stay. Every male biped of the house- 
hold stole off on the first intimation of our arrival, 
and left the fascinating innocents completely at 
our mercy. It is needles to add, the spot was 
protected from farther intrusion. We found the 
young American females particularly interesting 
and pretty ; I should say that, in refinement of 
manners and ideas, the women were a century in 
advance of the men. 

Having landed at various times in different 
parts of the bay, without encountering a force 
inclined to oppose us, the whole squadron pro- 
ceeded to Lynhaven Bay, whence we shortly 
after took our departure in the Sceptre for Ber- 
muda, and the Commander-in-chief with the prizes 
for Halifax. In due time we arrived at Murray's 
anchorage, where the work of refit was soon com- 
pleted. One night, in a heavy gale of wind blow- 
ing from the westward, distress guns were heard 
from the extensive rocky reefs that surroimd the 
island for many miles in that quarter. We were un- 
able to render any assistance, and the poor wretches 
soon found a watery grave. A miracle alone can 
save the lives of the crew whose vessel may be 
thrown upon this distant barrier, upon which the sea 



Digitized 



by Google 



A NAVAL LIFE. 167 

breaks in a westerly gale with overwhelming fury. 
In the morning, large quantities of mahogany logs 
were floating around us, and part of the wreck of 
the ill-fated vessel ; a great many of the logs were 
secured, but there was nothing to show the name 
of the ship : her cargo naturally pointed her out 
as a Honduras trader, and the marks on the logs 
afterwards identified her. 

In the month of November, during the night 
distress guns were again heard, and continued to 
boom their melancholy note of impending death ; 
the boats were unable to make any way against 
the wind and sea. At daylight, a brig was dis- 
covered at anchor among the rocks with the signal 
of distress flying ; the gale having abated, the 
crew of our pinnace with great difficulty succeeded 
in getting on board of her. Fortunately, when she 
struck, a heavy sea lifted her over the rock, and, 
letting go her anchor, she brought up amidst the 
breakers which surrounded her. The master had 
&ncied himself a hundred miles to the westward 
of the island. By the aid of our boats she was 
eventually conducted into the harbour, with the 
loss of her rudder and other serious damages. 

These rocks have proved the tomb of thou- 
sands. It is a great oversight, and a cruel piece 
of impolicy on the part of the owners of our mer- 
chant vessels, to omit supplying them with chro- 
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nometers when bound on long voyages, especiaUy 
those destmed to encounter the influence of 
currents, such as are to be found in the Gulf 
of Florida. I am aware that many arguments 
may be adduced against this plan, such as the 
expense, the want of knowledge on the part of 
many of the masters, the probability of an altera- 
tion in their rates without discovery, and, again, 
too entire a dependance upon them by the mas- 
ters. All these, however, in my opinion, are tri- 
fling considerations, compared to the advantages 
arising from the general adoption of them. It 
would have the good eflPect of obliging men to 
acquire the knowledge necessary to enable them 
to take charge of this delicate instrument, and to 
detect any material error arising during the voy- 
age by a series of lunar observations. Were I 
an underwriter, I should prefer accepting a third 
less premium upon a vessel thus navigated, to the 
full amount with one destitute of this valuable 
acquisition. Are a few pounds to be placed in 
competition with the lives of valuable men ? or 
the greater safety of an immense amount of pro- 
perty ? The advantages appear to me so obvious, 
that I can only feel regret and surprise that it is 
not made a sine qua non by our commercial 
marine trading foreign. 

Our long stay at Bermuda was enlivened by 



Digitized 



by Google 



A NAVAL LIFE. 

parties and balls given by the Admiral, the in- 
habitants, and severa.1 West India gentlemen who 
were visiting the island on commercial aiFairs. 
The house of Messrs. C-v-ns will be ever re- 
membered by the navy with pleasure ; a hearty 
wdcome awaited every officer claiming acquaint- 
ance with these hospitable men, — and where trod 
the officer at St. George**s who was not frequently 
seated at their bountiful board in that land of 
scarcity ? Meat was sometimes three shillings 
and sixpence a pound, and poultry in proportion. 
Next came Pepper-pot Hall, a club of those 
West India gentlemen who assembled at Ber- 
muda for the purpose of purchasing prizes and 
prize goods. Mr. D-g^n''s house and table were 
aUke open to us, but he was a family-man, and of 
course there was an absence of the perfect free- 
dom that reigned paramount in the domicile of 
the jovial bachelors. " * 

I have before stated that we possessed one of 
the best bands in the navy. Their situation was a 
complete sinecure in the Chesapeake, but at Ber- 
muda their services were in constant requisition ; 
the balls of the magnates of the island receiving 
additional iclat from their able performance. 
The officers of the Sceptre determined not to be 
outdone in these gay and hospitable doings,' and 
forthwith decided that a ball and supper to the 
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ladies were justly dtie to ihem tot the civilities 
and attentions showered upon the blue-coats, and 
invitations were issued accordingly. Bad weather 
caused the postponement of ^e fete three seve- 
ral times, and in order to ftfevent farther disa^ 
pointment, the loan of the town hall wss aj^lied 
for and granted. The large room was fitted with 
the flags of the ship, interwoven with evergreeiw, 
finished at the top with festoons composed of 
pendants. The chandeli«« were formed of hoofw 
of different sizes, covered over with bunting, «ibi 
studded round with bayonets, their points turned 
upwards ; the part affixed to the muskets serving 
as sockets for the bougies. Four of these ^wlo^ 
like contrivances, each containing thirty lights, 
were hung equidii^nt irom the beams down 
the centre of the room; a sufficient number 
of candelabras fitted in die same manner for 
the walls, completed the lighting department, 
and a very pretty effect the whole arrangement 
displayed. 

The officer of the engineers exeiteised much 
ingenuity and taste in the military and naval de- 
vices chalked upon ihe floor. Every kdy in the 
island was invited ; the Governor, Admiral, and 
ilite of the colony, honoured the Luff-'tackles wiA 
their company. The fair guests expressed them- 
selves in terms most flattedng to our amour proprc. 
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—a rich r^TTttd for the pains taken to contribute 
to their amnsemeht. Our ball ftimished the topic 
of conversation to the Bennuda^oteries, until its 
glories were extinguished by the more splendid 
afikir given by the Admiral at a later period. 

The new year was ushered in at the AdmiraPs 
in a style worthy of himself, and highly conducive 
to tile enjojrment of his numerous guests. On 
the 3rd of January we quitted Bermuda, pre- 
viously serenading the principal belles of the 
island with the select part of our musical forces, 
styled par excellence the chamber band. 

A week after our departure, we encbuntercd 
one of those sudden and terrific tempests so com. 
mon to the American coast at this period of 
the ye«up. I had the first watch ; it was then 
blowing strong from the south-eastward, which 
obliged me to take in the third reef of the top 
sails. I had been about an hour in my cot, when 
the gale shifted suddenly round to the north-west : 
I Was startled from my sleep by the cot's being 
tbrown up against the beams, and nearly pitching 
me out of it. The boatswain and his mates were 
heard piping " All hands ahoy." The main top- 
mast had been blown over the side, and one 
poor fellow in the rigging was cast upon the 
angry sUi^e, and perished. It was the prelude to a 
Htter gale ; i&der storm staysails, we cleared away 
i2 
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the wreck. Four-and-twenty hours had not elapsed 
before we discovered that the ship began to take in 
a good deal of wster : the leaks increased to such 
a degree that the pumps were kept constantly 
going; the heavy labouring of the vessel had 
worked the oakum out of the wood ends ; and the 
water poured into the bread-room. At one time 
it gained so fast upon us that affairs began to as- 
sume a very serious aspect ; fortunately, however, 
on the fourth day, when things were at the worst, 
the gale began to abate, and the following morn- 
ing it had quite subsided : fine weather restored 
order aloft, but the leaks continued to give us 
constant employment. 

It was not till the 25th that we reached the 
anchorage off New London, where the American 
squadron, under Commodore Decatur, had taken 
refuge. Here we found the Ramillies, Sir Tho- 
mas Hardy, Statira, Endymion, &c. A short time 
previous to our arrival, the cowardly and dia- 
bolical plan of attempting to destroy the former 
was put in practice by self-styled civilized men, 
and ended in the destruction of one of my former 
messmates in the Barfleur, Lieutenant Geddes, 
and ten fine seamen. The following account is 
taken from an excellent work, James's Naval 
History, which correctly states the circumstance. 
" For several %eeks previous to this event, the 
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New York and Boston papers had been filled 
with, panegyrics on their 'naval heroes,' whose 
valour they depicted aa impetuous, amounting 
almost to rashness. Some of the papers, as if 
a little ashamed of what they had said, now added 
' a rasee' to the two British ships, and gave that 
as a reason that the American Commodore suffer- 
ed his squadron to be chased into New London. 

^' In a week or two afterwards, two merchants 
of New York, encouraged by a promise of re- 
ward from the American government, formed a 
plan for destroying the British seventy-four-gun 
ship Ramillies, Captain Sir Thomas Masterman 
Hardy, as she lay at anchor off Fisher's Island. 
A schooner named the Eagle was laden with 
several casks of gunpowder, having trains leading 
from a species of gun-lock, which, upon the prin- 
ciple of clock-work, went off at a given period after 
it had been set. Above the casks of powder, and 
in fiill view of the hatchway, were some casks of 
flour, it being known at New York that the 
Ramillies was short of provisions, and naturally 
supposed that Captain Hardy would immediately 
order the vessel alongside, in order to get the 
ship's wants supplied. 

*' Thus murderously laden, the schooner sailed 
from New York, and stood up the Soimd. On 
the 25th, in the morning, the Eagle approached 
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New London, as if intending to enter that rir^. 
The Ramillies detached a boat with thirte^ men, 
under Lieutenant John Geddes, to cut hear oflf, 

^' At eleven a. m. Lieutenant Geddes boarded 
the schooner, and found that the crew, after 
having let go her only anchor, had abandoned 
their vessel and fled to the shore. The lieute- 
nant brought the fatal prize near to the Ramillies, 
and Sir Thomas ordered him to place the vessel 
alongside of a trading sloop, which had been re- 
cently captured, and lay a short distance oflT. The 
lieutenant did as he was ordered; and at half 
half past two p. m., while he and his men were in 
the act of securing her, the schooner blew up 
with a tremendous explosion. The poor lieute- 
nant and. ten of the fine fellows who were with 
him, perished; and the remaining three men 
escaped only with being shockingly scorched.'^ 

The men who could plan, and those who could 
countenance the execution of such a scheme, 
merit being held up to the execration of all 
civilized nations, as wretches unfit to herd with 
their species. For the honour of the country, 
let us hope that the report of the government, and 
of Commodore Decatur, having sanctioned or ap- 
proved of such dastardly means, is without foun- 
dation; though, from the torpedo warfare, the 
former certainly exposed them^lves to the sus- 
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picioB of possessii^g no very scrupulous feelings as 
to the means adopted to get rid of their enemies. 
Can it be wondered at, that our officers and men 
should feel bitter against foes who could resort to 
such degenerate means of warfare ? 

The weather was bitterly cold, the frost so in- 
tense during the night that the thermometer fell 
to ten degrees of Fahrenheit below zero. Still the 
boats rowed guard off the mouth of New Lon- 
don river. Without the protection of a fur cloak, I 
must have perished in the stem sheets of the boat ; 
every now and then the men were obliged to beat 
the ice off their oars, so rapidly did it accumulate. 
The spray of the sea as it flew over us, imme- 
diately froze upon our clothes, till we were literally 
encased in an armour of ice; the elbows and 
shoulders of the men, by the constant motion of 
their anns, were alone free. The bows of the 
ship were so loaded during the night, that the 
fiM:ecastle-men'*8 time was principally employed in 
breaking it away. The barber was afloat the greater 
part of the time we remained at anchor off New 
Loiidon, and shaved the men rowing guard pretty 
severely. This expression takes its rise from the 
great difference of tempemture existing between 
tbe air and the water, causing a vapour to rise 
to the height of from six to eight feet above the 
latter ; this vapour immediately congeals, and cuts 
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the face or any exposed part like a razor, and 
gives intense pain. 

We may suppose that the appearance of the 
Rear-admiral alarmed the American Commodore, 
for he lost no time in ascending the river as far as 
the depth of water vrould allow his squadron to 
proceed, and there dismantling them, they rested 
inactive during the remainder of the war. 

At the setting-in of the winter on this coast 
heavy falls of rain frequently precede severe and 
sudden frosts. The wily Commodore, fully aware 
of this peculiarity of his climate, flattered himself 
that he should be enabled to effect his escape past 
the Ramillies, the first time this propitious event 
should happen ; not doubting that her sails would 
be all frozen so hard as to prevent their being 
spread, or sheeted home, while he took the pre- 
caution of having those of his own ships carefully 
covered with white painted cloths, to protect them 
from wet, and therefore ready to let fall at a mo- 
ment's notice. But, prudent as Decatur thought 
himself, he had too wary an enemy not to guard 
against every possible contingency; and had 
Decatur only minutely examined the yards of 
his antagonist with his telescope, he might 
have found out that Sir Thomas had been be- 
forehand with him in this very necessary cau- 
tion ; but there are some people so wise in their 
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own conceits, that they overlook the possibi- 
lity of others possessing foresight sufficient to 
counteract their deep-laid schemes. 

The event happened as had been foreseen; 
after a heavy rain of many hours' duration, the 
wind suddenly chopped round to the north-west, 
and a severe frost ensued. Now, then, had ar- 
rived the moment for displaying the sagacity of the 
cunning Commodore to his admiring countrymen, 
and eliciting their approbation by the manner in 
which he was about to outwit the Britishers. Day 
dawned, and all was in a state of busy preparation 
for immediate departure on board the American 
squadron, their sails were hoisted in high glee, their 
anchors weighed, and they were standing out of 
the harbour, when, to the astonishment of the 
Commodore and to the annihilation of this long- 
cherished scheme, the Ramillies' topsails were 
loosed and up at the mast-heads, and the ship 
herself under weigh, before the Commodore could 
look around him ; and right glad he was to get 
into port as fast as possible again. Then came 
the farce of challenging the Statira and Endymion 
upon such terms as he was fully aware would not 
be acceded to, but it answered the end antici- 
pated : American vanity was gratified by the in- 
flated accounts of the surpassing valour of the one 
i5 
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side, and the crouching fears of the Britishers on 
the other. 

The Sceptre being found perfectly unfit to con- 
tend with the boisterous weather on the coast, and 
requiring much repair, the Admiral shifted his 
flag into the Albion, taking with him captain 
Ross and the officers more immediately attach- 
ed to his flag. She was a remarkably fine ship, 
in perfect repair, and at the time regarded as the 
chef-d^ceuvre of Sir Robert Seppings' new mode 
of building, — and great credit she did him. On 
the 30th the Victorious, seventy-four, in work- 
ing up to the anchorage, grounded upon the reef 
running off fropa Fisher's Island; I was des- 
patched in the Albion'^s launch to her assistance. 
The night proved one of the coldest I had ever ex- 
perienced; in laying out an anchor for her, 
three of my boat's crew were frost-bitten, two 
of whom lost their limbs : our efforts were pa- 
ralyzed by the intensity of the frost. (That 
same evening the Admiral was frost-bitten in 
one of his feet whilst writing his despatches in 
the cabin, though he had a fire.) Having dropped 
the anchor in the situation pointed out, it was 
with the greatest difficulty I could ascend the 
side of the Victorious. The following day she got 
ofi^, and I was released from my frigidizing duty. 



Digitized 



by Google 



A NAVAL LIFE, 179 



CHAPTER VIL 

The Admiral's flag before New London — Manrellous e^iects of 
refraction — ^A watering-party molested by the Enemy-^Rash- 
ness of a Midshipman — An American Farmer— His base 
offer — ^Navigation of the Chesapeake — American Pilots- 
numerous excursions— Black Marine corps— Private under- 
standing with the American militia — ^Remarks on American 
patriotism— Sample of fraternal love — Attack on a Baltimore 
schooner — Gallant conduct of Lieutenant Henry West — 
Destruction of an American fort — Death of Mr. Frazer — 
The coxswain wounded — Amputation avoided — Power of 
nature — ^American Newspapers — An invitation. 

Whatever the Rear-admirars intentions might 
have been, the sight of his flag before New Lon- 
don marred them ; for no sooner was it displayed 
to the view of Commodore Decatur, than he took 
the surest ijaeans of saving his squadron by remov- 
ing them out of reach of all harm. The Rear- 
admiral having completed his arrangements for the 
squadron, we left New London on our way to the 
Chesapeake, in company with the Acasta. On 
pur way thither, after a long chase, the frigate 
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captured, in company with us, a beautifiil clipper 
schooner firom France, bound to New York. 

We did not reach Lynhaven Bay till the last 
week in February, where we found our old con- 
sort the Dragon, who, upon our arrival, proceeded 
up the bay off New Point Comfort, about twenty- 
five or thirty miles from our anchorage. The 
Admiral having occasion to send some orders to 
Captain Barrie, I was despatched with them in one 
of bur boats. As the distance was great, I quitted 
the Albion an hour before daylight ; when it broke, 
I was astonished at observing the Dragon appa- 
rently not more than a mile or two off. I con- 
cluded she had dropped down during the night, 
and was congratulating myself upon having my 
cold pull so agieeably curtailed. Every rope was 
visible, and some of the people in the rigging ; I 
could plainly distinguish her water-line. The boat^s 
crew gave way with renewed energy, quite as well 
pleased as their officer, but, instead of decreasing, 
our distance appeared to increase, till, after pulling 
two hours, we finally lost sight of her altogether. 
The morning was clear and bright, not a cloud was 
to be seen. This phenomenon was of course the 
effect of terrestrial refraction caused by the state 
of the atmosphere. I have often witnessed similar 
appearances on the coast of France and America, 
but was never so thoroughly deceived as on this 
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occasion. I soon began to suspect the true cause, 
but the poor men, ignorant of the effects of re- 
fiaction, were convinced there was some deviky in 
the business, nor, when she was actually before 
us, were they by any means sure it was not her 
wraith. ' The strange tale was listened to with 
many an exclamation of wonder by the Dragon'^s 
attentive crew ; doubtless, it lost nothing of 
the marvellous in the narration, Jack's troubled 
fancy powerfully assisting his eloquence and natu- 
ral superstition. 

Captain Barrie having found a good spot for 
watering on New Point Comfort, which was con- 
nected with the main land by a low sandy isth- 
mus, two prize schooners * were converted into 
watering vessels, and, taking charge of the water- 
ing party, I proceeded to the Dragon for the 
purpose of loading them. Wells were sunk near 
the light-house, and a plentiful supply obtained ; 
we were only reminded of the enemy's presence 
by an occasional shot from lus field-pieces, when- 
ever he fancied a boat within reach of them. Not 
a man would have been hurt, but for the head- 
strong folly of an inexperienced midshipman, 
which urged him on to risk a slap at Jonathan^ 
He pulled in towards the temporary battery, and 
began engaging it with his twelve-pound carron- 
ade, without any more ostensible reason than that 
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of fighting. Yankeedoodle was secure enough 
behind his mud ramparts, but the poor Middy was 
quickly made aware of the folly of his conduct. A 
shot entered the boat before Captain Barrie could- 
reciEtU him from his mad and useless career, which 
wounded several of his men. He had to learn by 
bitter experience, that courage, however deserving 
of applause when called for by actual service and 
necessity, assumes the cast of wantonness, and 
becomes unpardonable, when it owes its origin to 
vanity and exposes the lives of valuable men to 
unnecessary loss and danger. Poor boy, he fiin- 
cied himself a hero in embryo,^ and that he had 
entitled himself to the thanks and commendation 
of his captain ;--a severe lecture tore away the film 
that had rendered his visions of glory somewhat 
vague and shadowy in their nature. 

The month of March arrived, but the weather 
continued biting cold, and our employment was 
one of great severity ; the people were obliged to 
raft the casks off to the schooners, which were an- 
chored close to the beach, and they had to wade 
through the surf for that purpose ; their clothes 
were immediately frozen as they quitted the salt 
water. A quarter of an hour was the utmost extent 
of time their bodies could endure this cutting 
work ; on the completion of their turn of duty, 
we had to roll them up in blankets, and dos^ 
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them with warm cordials, and by th^ time they 
had fairly recovered from their numbness, they 
were again called upon to wade. Notwithstand- 
ing these drawbacks, the wate'ring of the squadron 
was soon completed. 

Rowing guard, and a constant succession of 
prizes captured in the American waters, kept us 
perfectly awake. It sometimes happened, that a 
dash of the clippers coming down the bay in a 
strong north-west gale during the night, would set 
our frigates and small craft after them, they being 
ever prepared to slip at a moment's notice. 

On my return from the watering party, I was 
despatched up the bay in the launch, armed with 
her twenty-four pounder carronade, under the 
protection of one of our frigates, for the purpose 
of procuring bullocks, &c. We landed on 
Smith's Island, abreast the Potomac, where a 
fine herd of cattle tempted us to try our fortunes. 
The required number being driven into the far- 
mer's yard, we proceeded to embark them, but sud- 
denly the wind shifted, and it came on so severe 
a gale that any attempt to reach the ship would 
have been found impracticable, and the animals 
were again driven to the yard. Having disposed 
of matters so as to guard against a surprise, we 
accepted the proffered hospitality of the faxmeri 
A roaring wood fire had a cheering aspect to 
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people (benclied with rain and shivering with 
cold, and, having hung our coats to dry, we 
cosily ensconced ourselves in the comers of the 
capacious fireplace. ' Our attention was pleasantly 
attracted to the busy handmaids' (the fanner's 
daughters) preparations for comforting and invigo- 
rating the inward man of their guests. As the 
warmth of the fire re-animated our benumbed fe- 
culties, our observations were speedily transferred 
from the said welcome preparations to the fair 
objects engaged in this hospitable office. The 
eldest of them could not have numbered more 
than eighteen summers, the other perhaps a year 
her junior. Unaided by the advantages of dress, 
these girls appeared to us to possess all the 
rural simplicity which the mind loves to at- 
tach to a state of agricultural life. Both of them 
were beautiful, but there was a bewitching ndmii 
about the elder, accompanied by an energy of ex- 
pression, that led the senses captive; there was 
no resisting the fascinating coquette. It were 
not right to express how many fooleries whizzed 
through my brain as I regarded the beauteous 
beings dispensing the result of their culinary 
labours, and their carefid ministry to the wants 
of the rough weather-beaten tars, who, on this 
occasion, had no less discernment than myself, 
and gazed upon them with unrepressed admira- 



Digitized 



by Google 



A NATAL LIFE. 185 

tion. Amidst these Arcadian delights, and con* 
viction that genuine simplicity of feeling and 
innocence of mind were alone to be found in 
rural life, came the remembrance that we were 
quartered upon the enemy, and the necessity 
of seeing that our look-outs were on the alert : for 
this purpose I reluctantly left the bright hearth, 
and brighter flashes of the maidens' eyes, and re- 
paired to the stations assigned to the sentries. 
The old farmer, who had penetrated the evident 
admiration his daughters excited, had made up 
his cankered, heartless mind to save his stock of 
bullocks and sheep at the sacrifice of his daugh- 
ters' honour. I had previously informed him that 
the full value would be paid for every head of 
cattle taken away, but we must suppose his nar- 
row perverted mind prevented him from com- 
prehending the matter; he could not imagine 
how any person would pay, when force gave 
him the power of obtaining what he required 
upon easier terms. Cutting me off, therefore, in 
my retreat, he drew me on one side, and guessed 
he had a proposition to make. I will not outrage 
the delicacy of my readers by a full detail of his 
infamous proposal ; nor, in stating my rejection of 
it with disgust, do I pretend to have been a whit 
more virtuous than my neighbours: the flame 
which had so suddenly kindled in my breast, was 



Digitized 



by Google 



186 RSCOLLKCTIONS OF 

replaced by a feeling of commiaeiation for the 
children of suck a vietch ; it could not have been 
more effectually quenched had all the uraters of the 
Potomac been dashed upon it. Can it be cre^ 
dited that the vile passion of lucre crushed eyery 
parental throb in this man^s breast, and prompted 
him to barter a lovely daughter'^s chastity in ex- 
change for his flocks and herds ? I could haye 
knocked the inhuman villain on the head ; curs- 
ing his degeneracy, I turned upon my heel, nor 
would I again trust myself within his doors to 
meet the artless smiles of the unsuspecting girl, 
but, taking up my quarters with my people in the 
baxn, I endeavoured to forget the depraved being 
who had so abruptly swept away the beau idSal 
I had pictured to myself of rural innocence and 
simplicity. 

In the morning the weather allowed of our de- 
parture ; and willingly would I have taken upon 
myself the onus of punishing the sordid wretch 
by not paying him a sous, a just retribution for 
his profligate venality ; but the Admiral'^s orders 
were rigid upon the point of payment, where no 
annoying resistance was oflTered. The firmer 
&irly gloated over his dollars as he counted them 
by tens into his bag, and offered, with the most 
cringing servility, to supply us with whatever 
quantity of cattle we might want. I should ^ve 
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boiled with joy any circumstance that could have 
abaolYed me (tgox tendering the cash to such a 
man ; but he was too sensible of his own interest 
to afford me the slightest excuse for the adoption 
of harsh measures. 

In the beginning of April we proceeded up the 
bay with part of the squadron, and took up our 
anchorage between Watt's and Tangier Ishmds, 
with the intention of erecting a fortification upon 
the latter, which would at once serve as a place 
of rendezvous for our prizes, and refuge to the 
daves who deserted to us. We soon obtained a 
better knowledge of the navigation of the Chesa- 
pecJce than the American pilots themselves; in- 
deed the .Americans were fully persuaded that 
some of their own countrymen had turned traitors 
and guided us through its intricacies. We had 
a pilot prisoner on board when we ascended the 
bay, who, on hearing whither we were bound, 
stoutly denied that there was a^y passage for a 
small vessel into the anchorage selected ; but the 
Admiral soon convinced him of the fact of there 
being plenty of water for a line-of-battle ship, and 
he then '^ vowed to Almighty God he never knew 
that it was possible, and that the Britishers were 
better pilots than themselves.'' We had an ex- 
cellent and deserving master in Mr. Thoms. 

Tlie work of cutting fascines, stakes, &c. on 
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Watf s Island, and conveying them over to Tan- 
gier, devolved upon me : the former was a fertile 
spot, about two miles and a half in length and 
one in breadth, divided into two ferms belongs 
ing to brothers. These two femilies were the 
oidy residents, but, by way of increasing their 
comforts, they never spoke to each other; a 
deadly feud had originated on the division of their 
fether^s land, and the strife was at its height when 
we arrived there. 

From this anchorage numerous excursions were 
made to the surrounding shores, which were easily 
traversed by means of the runaway negroes, who 
flocked over to us in such numbers that every 
transport which brought us provisions and naval 
supplies generally returned with a live cargo of 
blackies, their wives and children. The negroes 
who chose to enter the Black Marine corps were 
retained, and a very useful body of obedient men 
they proved themselves. So completely were the 
inhabitants aware of the power lodged in our 
hands by means of this body, that it was no un- 
common occurrence to receive messages and bou- 
quets from the young ladies on the main land, 
transmitted through the agency of our Watt'^s 
Island friends, requesting that, if we favoured their 
neighbourhood with our presence, we would for- 
bear exacting from or injuring their fathers'' pro- 
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perties. It was frequently proposed by' the Ame- 
rican military authorities to surprise our party on 
Watt'^s Island, and take us prisoners, as it was well 
known we frequently remained there all night; 
but we were ever upon the alert, and by the aid 
of certain signals from some of their own party, 
were made aware of their intentions, and their 
schemes totally miscarried. The militia-men 
whose property lay open to our attacks were easily 
persuaded to warn us of any movement on the 
part of the American forces, by a white cloth spread 
over a certain bush, the particular branch of a 
conspicuous tree lopped off, and numerous other 
devices, which were intelligible only to the initi- 
ated, but which sufficiently answered the purpose 
in view. 

I have had no very great intercourse with the 
Americans, except upon the coast, during the war, 
therefore my observations are to be considered as 
not applying to the Union at large; but I confess 
I was not imbued with any very high idea of their 
patriotism, whenever their own interest intervened 
between them and the public weal, nor did I ever 
observe, except in one or two instances, that they 
ever hesitated a moment to throw the burden off 
their own shoulders and lodge it on those of their 
nearest kin, if they could, or fancied they could, 
gam a dollar by the transfer. Nor were these in- 
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stances solitary ; they occurred unpleasantly often 
in my numerous foraging excursions.* 

A tender with a carronade on board generally 
accompanied the boats. If the vicinity of our in- 
tended landing afforded shelter or ambush for foes, & 
round shot fired into them previously to disembark- 
ing, would at once discover the true state of affairs. 
These tyros in war (the militia-men) never waited 
for a second avant courier without betraying them- 
selves. Thus assured we landed, and securing our 
flanks by throwing out pickets to the right and 
left, we advanced to the farm-house marked out 
for visitation in comparative security. The 
fatms situated upon peninsulas were preferred, as 
affording the better means of defence and safety. 
By adopting these precautions I never was sur- 
prised, and our missions were generally peaceably 
and satisfactorily accomplished; but occasionally a 
hot-headed bully would arm himself and people, 
quietly waiting our approach till we were within 

♦ " Certadnly no country was ever cursed wilb 4k> maay thLtt<m 
as we have. Block Island is glutted with supplies for the Bri- 
tish." — Nile's Register, vol. iv. page 209. 

" Two persons have been taken up, and committed to the gaol 
of Baltimore county, charged with treasonatble practices : of the 
guilt or innocence of these men we have no information, but it 
is absolutely certain, there are many traitors in this neighbour- 
hood who give the enemy regular statements of aU that tran- 
spires." — ^Vol. iv. page 159. 
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diat distance which enabled each man to make sure 
■of his bird, — ^they would then let fly a volley, and 
retreat as fitst as the legs of their horses could 
cairy th^oa. This act of treachery was punished by 
taking the stock without paying for it ; but, finding 
that this system had not the desired efltect, and that 
we lost some valuable lives by this poltroon mode 
of avenging themselves, we adopted other and 
severer measures, which speedily brought them td 
a sense of their own interest, the most powerful 
lever we met with in bringing them to reason. 
Whenever this villainous mode was resorted to> 
we not only took what we required, but, on quit- 
ting, set fire to the whole establishment of dead 
stock, by way of enlightening the proprietor upoa 
his erroneous tactics. This speedily crushed mich 
proceedings ; even the most violent democrats (de- 
mys, as they styled themselves,) came to the con- 
clusion that it was better to allow the Britishers 
to deposit their dollars on the table ; or, if the 
poor man'^s conscience was troublesome, we would 
indulge him by placing them in a cupboard, the 
key of which he would composedly turn, and 
putting it into his pocket, mutter to himself, 
" It is better than being deprived of my stock, 
and a blaze made of my habitation, for the 
Bake of having a shot at those G — d— d Bri- 
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I once landed on the eastern shore of Virginia, 
in Pokomoke Bay, for cattle, at a fanner's who, * 
from the information I had previously obtained, 
I was aware had a large stock to dispose of. The 
said fiurmer was perfectly sensible that no assist- 
ance of his military friends could avail him in 
time to prevent us from executing our intention; 
but he had observed us from afar, and had ample 
leisure to cogitate and mature his plans, in which 
he so completely succeeded that he fairly out- 
witted himself. I found the farmer quietly seated 
before his own door, with a face as long as a 
methodist parson'^s, and apparently absorbed in 
melancholy reverie. I accosted him in a most 
propitiatory tone. '' Good morning to you, far- 
mer.*" Remaining seated, he returned the salu- 
tation in a voice so sepulchral that it might have 
startled any person less decided upon the prose- 
cution of his errand than I was. 

*' I am come for some stock ; how many head 
of cattle have you ?'** 

" Me ! why, my God Almighty ! you 11 not de- 
prive me of all IVe got in this blessed world, I 
guess ?'' 

'' No, no, you shall be well paid for all I take.*" 

" You'll find they are but poor beasts, and not 
worth your taking, and you'll ruin me: I vow 
to God Fve but three,'' and at the same time he 



Digitized 



by Google 



A NAVAL LIFE. 193 

p6inted out precisely that number of half-starved 
looking animals, which fully corroborated his asser- 
tion. Knowing the character of the class I had to 
deal with, and suspecting that his evasion was merely 
to gain time, I at once brought the matter to issue 
by declaring that I was apprized of the num- 
ber of his cattle, and ready to pay him his price^ 
provided they were immediately brought forward ; 
but, if he gave me the trouble of searching for 
them, not a cent should he receive, and that I 
would take him off as a prisoner for his contu- 
macy. He was ready with a string of protes- 
tations, which I cut short by calling for his de- 
cision. Seeing me determined, and that there 
was no appeal, he took me on one side from my 
men, and informed me, in a confidential whisper, 
that I had certainly mistaken him for his brother, 
who lived not half a mile distant. He swore by 
his Maker that he himself was a poor man^ but 
that his brother Zachariah was mighty well to do 
in the world, and had at least eighty head of 
cattle, and from two to three hundred sheep. I 
began to believe that I might have been de- 
ceived as to my man, and assured him that, if 
it was so, and he would direct me where to 
find his brother'^s stock, I would promise not 
to take any of his. Thus secure of my word; 
he bargained for profound secrecy as to the.man- 

VOL. III. K 
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ner in which I obtained my information. Satis- 
fied on tHs head, he gave me a full and trae a^ 
count of the whole of his brother^s property, witk 
the correct bearings and distance to the place 
where they were concealed, terminating his treach- 
ery by stating that his brother Zachariah would call 
all the saints in heaven to witness that he was not 
the proprietor of a single homed beast, but that, if 
I followed his directions, I could not fail in disco- 
vering them. 

Armed with this intelligence I proceeded to 
brother Zac.''s mansion, and, as I had been fore- 
warned by his aflffectionate brother, he stoutly 
maintained his poverty, and swore he had not 
even one fouivfooted animal belonging to him. 
Drawing out my watch, I told him I allowed him 
twenty miiiutes to bring me as many oxen, for 
which I should pay him ; that, if he did not know 
where to find them, I would direct my men to 
their hiding-place, indicating the spot with my 
finger ; adding that, if they were not forthcoming 
at the stipulated time, I should take the whole of 
them without payment. These arguments were 
conclusive : Zachariah went in search of the cat- 
tle; I selected the given number, and a few 
sheep, desiring that they might be driven down to 
the boats, whither I invited the veracious fanner to 
accompany me for the purpose of payment. The 
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latter part of the business he appeared to think 
equivocal, but, addressing me, he exclaimed, 
" Now I calculate my tarnation brother has told 
you all about this afiair : he is just about as pretty 
considerable d— d a rogue as there is in the States, 
I guess,'' 

" He is a poor man, is he not ?"''' 

" Now, if you'll believe me, he has more than 
I have, and by the Lord of heaven, I'll tell you 
where you may find them ;" and I received a cir- 
cumstantial detail of the quantity, quality, and 
hiding-place of my first informer's stock. But 
I had pledged my word, and was bound not to 
molest the arch hypocrite, for which, I confess, I 
was heartily sorry. 

At the beach these loving sons of the same 
parents met: never shall I forget the malicious 
grin that settled upon the countenance of the one, 
and the conscience-stricken physiognomy of the 
other as I handed over the dollars. The former 
then assumed an air of triumph, the latter that of 
astonishment and disappointment. The sneaking 
scoundrel, with a face of brass, requested I would 
not take so many firom poor Zachariah, and he 
would endeavour to obtain some from his neigh- 
bours to replace them ; but poor Zac. required no 
Quch amiable interference, and loudly offered to dou- 
ble the number if I wished it. Having embarked 
k2 
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my puicliase, I bade adieu to t 
of fraternal love and affection, 
it is to be suspected, urere dul 
information that brother Zac. 1 
the unpatriotic crime of finge: 
pelf. 

Such, I am sorry to say, is a specimen of the 
greater part of the inhabitants on the shores of 
the Chesapeake and its tributary streams. '* It is 
an ill wind that blows nobody good,^ and in this 
total disorganization of the bonds that bind man to 
man, we reaped the benefit t 
to one of the belligerent ps 
and sordid feelings govern 
other. The men who mc 
claimed their patriotism an 
country's service, and a pi 
of hatred to the Britishers, ^ 
scrutiny of Argus' eyes anc 
ears, were the very men who were privately our 
best friends, and whose adherence we never doubt- 
ed so long as we could administer to their self- 
interest. I cannot therefore be supposed to enter- 
tain any very high idea of the inhabitants of the 
land of liberty, or their integrity of purpose; 
but in making this avowal it is but justice to 
declare, as I have before stated, that my expe- 
rience was circumscribed to within ten miles of 
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the shores of that finest piece of water in the 
world, the Chesapeake, and its magnificent rivers. 
Whikt busily employed in erecting the forti- 
fications on Tangier Island, the Jaseur brig went 
in chase of a large clipper schooner from Balti- 
more. The latter took shelter in York river, at 
the mouth of which the Jaseur anchored. Her 
three boats, viz. thie pinnace, cutter, and gig, 
under the command of the first lieutenant, Mr. 
Henry West, were sent to attack the enemy. 
She ran so fiir up the river that it was nearly. 
daybreak before the gig, in which was the above- 
named gaUant officer, with a crew of five men, 
(being fer a-head of the other two boats,) got 
sight of the object of his search. The Americans, 
with ten guns and well manned, had been in 
expectation of an attack all night, and were fully 
prepared to defend themselves : the guns were 
4oubly loaded with grape, canister, and lang- 
ndge ; their small arms were, as usual, charged 
with three swan-shot besides the ball ; cutlasses, 
pistols, and all the means of a desperate de- 
fence, awaited the attack of the British barges. 
The cool-headed and dashing lieutenant pidled 
gently towards her for the purpose of reconnoi- 
tring, when he discovered that her force Was far 
superior to what had been imagined on board the 
Jaseur. He was resting on his oars awaiting the 
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axrival of the other two boats, when he was hailed 
by the enemy, and instantly afterwards he heard 
the same Yoice calling down the hatchway, " The 
Britishers are coming ! on deck all hands \^ There 
is a fortunate moment in all undertakings, and- 
that moment was seized upon by Lieutenant 
Henry West ; the gig dashed alongside, and the 
brave decisive officer reaped the fruit of his gallan- 
try and judgment, by reaching her decks at the 
critical instant when the mate was ascending the 
hatchway followed by the crew. The officer suc- 
ceeded in cutting him down, and securing the 
hatchways with his dauntless little band till the 
other boats arrived, when he deliberately weighed 
his anchor, and brought his prize in safety along- 
side the Jaseur. 

The Americans had waited the whole night 
with the certainty of an attack, but, as morning 
began to break, they concluded their fears were 
premature, and retired below to rest, leaving one 
man to look out; very naturally relying upon 
ample time being given them to resume their 
arms at the first approach of danger. The gig 
glided along under the shadow of the woods, 
and, her oars being muffled, approached unheard 
and unseen till close on board. Here was a 
splendid instance of judgment, gallantry, and 
decision, by which the Grecian, upwards of two 
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hundred and fifty tons, was added to His Majes- 
ty^s navy by an officer and five men, without 
accident or loss on our side. The officer who 
was the hero of this action, was endowed with 
powers of a superior order, and must have proved 
a treasure to the service and his country, had he 
received the encouragement and notice such a 
decisive feature of his character fiilly entitled him 
to expect.* I have never seen any official ac- 
count of the affair, but its brilliancy deserved to be 
r^orded amongst the numerous boating exploits 
that have done so much credit to individuals, and 
to the profession at large. 

Among the many excursions and visits ventured 
upon while remaining off Tangier Island, was one 
to the Pungoteague river. Jonathan never could 
resist the temptation of letting fly at us whenever 
our boats got within gun-shot of their petty forts 
and stations, by which impolitic pertinacity they 
frequently exposed to us field defences so com- 
pletely masked by the wood and shrubs around 
them that we should not otherwise have disco- 
vered them. The continued loss of field-pieces, 
and destruction of their batteries, induced the Ad- 
miral to believe he had taught them wisdom and 
a discreet display of valour ; but a work they had 

• This officer, I observe, has only recently received his Com- 
mander's commissbn. 
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Burroimded with a wet ditch, in a clear spot of 
ground at the mouth of the above river, had in- 
spired them with so much confidence, that the" 
first time I passed near in one of cmr barges to 
reconnoitre, they opened out upon me. I return- 
ed to the Albion, which lay at a distance of 
twelve or fifteen miles, with intelligence of thk 
discovery, and the Admiral decided upon sending 
the boats to attack it. 

The Albion'*s and Dragon'*s boats, carrying 130 
seamen and marines, under the command of Ciq[>- 
tain Ross, proceeded the same night to the attack. 
I was the pilot upon the occasion, but, the tide 
running stronger than I had ' reckoned upon,** I 
missed my mark in the night; the day broke and 
found me unable to point out the place of our 
destination. My excellent Captain joined with my 
brother officers in rallying me upon the subject. I 
began to feel sorely vexed at the ridiculous po- 
sition in which I had placed myself; not a vestige 
of the stronghold of the enemy was to be seen ; 
all was peace and tranquillity. The sun had 
risen, and now the squibs and jokes were rained 
upon me as thick as hail by my unsparing 
brethren. 

" Jemmy, I think you were napping when you 
passed this neighbourhood yesterday ?'' 

'* I say. Master S— , what whim has led you to 
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amuse yourself and keep us out of our beds to 
follow you in this wildgoose chase of yours ?*" 

" Well, Mr. Castle-builder, where is this 
Yankee fort of your's ?'' , 

'* In the clouds, where no doubt he discovered 
it,'*' added another. 

Galled beyond endurance, I requested permis- 
sion of Captain Ross to pull ahead in the gig. 
The crew had scarcely given half-a-dozen strokes 
with the oars, when we opened a point of land 
discovering to our view the spot we were in searicL 
of; and immediately the sharp report of a great gun, 
and the splash of the shot as it struck the water 
on one side of us and bounded over our heads, 
dispelled at once the incredulity of my friends 
and their jokes into the bargain. Cannon-balls 
are not playthings, but I may truly avouch I 
hailed this avant courier of its fellows with un- 
feigned joy. I began seriously to suspect that 
we were to return whence we came, and that my 
reconnoissance was to form the acme of merri- 
ment among my fellows for the next month. 

Captain Ross made over the land party to me, 
whilst he pulled up in front. Our arrangements 
were soon made; we landed within grape distance, 
and in a short time the ditch was waded and the 
place in our possession, the enemy, as usual, flying 
in every direction. After a vain attempt to over^ 
k5 
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take the fiigitives, we retumed to the work, which 
was destroyed by Captain Ross's orders, and a six- 
pounder field-piece alone embarked. The Ame- 
ricans had several killed and wounded. Our los^ 
amounted to one fine young midshipman, Mr. 
Frazer, two seamen killed, and six wounded. The 
former was struck in the breast on the advance to 
the attack, and fell forward on his face, but, re- 
covering himself, rushed to the front when we 
were close upon the foe, where he fell exhausted. 
At the conclusion of the business I sought poor 
Frazer, whom I found by the stump of a tree 
weltering in his blood. Having staunched his 
wound, he was removed to the boat. A grape- 
shot entering his breast had penetrated the lungs 
and dropped into the cavity of the chest : he was 
perfectly sensible, but there was no hope of 
his recovery ; in two days he sank to rest. — 
He was unconscious of his danger, and revelled in 
hopes that were never to be realized ; his last 
words addressed to me were, *' Do you think, Sir, 
they will look upon my wound as a claim to pro- 
motion ?" Poor fellow ! a few minutes placed him 
above all earthly advancement. So strong even 
in suflfering and death is the hope of honourable 
promotion. 

A very fine young man, the coxswain of the 
cutter, received a shot in the thigh, which broke 
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and splintered the bone so badly as to detennine 
the surgeon to amputate the limb on his arrival 
on board. The man had conducted himself most 
nobly before he received the shot, and he dis- 
played great patience and equanimity afterwards, 
but, the enthusiasm of the moment having passed 
away, the decision of the medical staff over- 
whelmed him with anguish : he sent for me, and 
begged I would intercede and not allow the ope- 
ration to take place. Believing the surgeon had 
decided wisely, I endeavoured to combat his re- 
pugnance, but unsuccessfully ; his wishes however 
were, more effectually aided by the time our long 
pull occupied, and that lost in endeavouring to 
soothe and bring him to compliance : for when 
the preparations were made for taking off the 
limb, it was found so swollen and inflamed, that 
the operation would have endangered his life. 
Fortunately for this excellent seaman, and con- 
trary to the opinion of the surgeons, the bone 
knitted together, the splinters gradually came 
away through the aperture made by the shot, and 
the man ultimately recovered, the wounded leg 
being rather shorter than the other, but in no way 
preventing his return to his duty. It is a proof 
of the power of nature, and, if ever it should be 
my lot to be so situated, I think I should hesitate 
long before I submitted to the commands of the 
medical gentlemen. 
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I was amused by the American newspaper-ac- 
count of this afiair. Among other intelligence, I 
gleaned the pleasant information that I had been 
sent to kingdom come by no less a personage than 
the commanding officer of the American forces, 
among whose ranks, it appeared, was my ci-devant 
sans-culottes acquaintance, the commandant at 
Chessenessick, and who had not &iled to inform the 
editor of the prowess of himself and firiends. 
One of my pistols, upon which my name was en- 
graved, having been found by the stump of a tree 
covered with blood, was the circumstmice upon 
which they had founded the owner^s death; it 
doubtless fell from ray belt unperceived into the 
blood of the brave youth Frazer, whom I was 
supporting.**' ♦ 

• •• On the 29th, four or five hundred men entered Pimgoteague 
creek, on the eastern side of Virginia, and before they could be 
opposed, except by about thirty of the militia, they robbed one 
person of his bacon and poultry, killed a pig, and stripped some 
negroes of their clothing, and also pillaged the house of a poor 
man ' not able to pay ten dollars,* taking from him the only bed 
be had, and breaking his wife's spinning-wheel to pieces. But 
the magnanimous Britons paid for their petty depredations. The 
little party of militia was retreating to gain a favourable position 
without firing, but the audacity of a negro in uniform, perhaps 
a captain or colonel in His Majesty's service, provoked resent- 
ment ; leave was given, a private fired, and the negro fell, a 
general fire followed, and the enemy, by a precipitate retitat, 
probably saved himself from capture, as the 2nd regiment was 
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In a few days, however, our Watt's Island 
friends assured their countrymen of their error as 
regarded myself, and I received a proposal from 
the proprietor of my pistol, that an exchange of 
the respective captured weapons, (viz, the Ches- 
senessick commandant's silver-mounted sword 
against my pistol,) should take place. I readily 
agreed to this reasonable request ; but the gallant 
commandant, for some cogent reasons, withdrew 
from his proposition, and the sword and pistol were 
fated to remain as evidence of our mutual prowess. 

Very shortly after this affair, the inimical feel- 
ing loudly expressed by the militia heroes on the 
eastern shore of Virginia towards myself, appeared 
suddenly to resolve itself into an urbanity of 
behaviour and degree of consideration truly asto- 

rapidly coUecting to cut him off from his boats. — '' It is said 
he had eight kiUed and sixteen wounded. Our people were 
forced to abandon a smaU piece of artiUery, which however 
they spiked : this was the only loss they suffered. Swords and 
pikes, cartridge-boxes, several hundred ball-cartridges, &c, were 
found on the Jield of battle^ with much blood. The negro had 
ftmr dollars in his pocket. 

" {^ The enemy acknowledges a loss of five killed and six 
wounded, but says he killed thirty-five of the militia (being five 
more than opposed to him.)" Nile's Register, vol. vi. page 244. 

It is truly wonderful how prolific my unfortunate pistol proved 
in the hands of the Americans. Singular that it should have 
been the parent of every species of warlike weapon except its 
own immediate caste ! 
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nishing. I will not suppose there was any object 
ulterior to that ostensibly advanced in the invita- 
tion so politely sent me by the colonel-com- 
mandant of the forces stationed in that quarter, 
requesting I would honour him and his officers 
with my company at dinner on the 4th July, to 
which was added a guarantee for my safe return. 
.With the permission of the Admiral I accepted it 
as frankly as the apparently cordial manner of its 
tenour and purpose demanded ; but, a week be- 
fore the appointed feast, I received a note of 
apology from the gallant ^colonel, declining my 
company, on the plea that his superiors did not 
Itpprove of an officer of the enemy being allowed 
to land. But it originated, most probably, in the 
fear that he would be unable, amidst the bois- 
terous conviviality and patriotic toasts that might 
naturally be expected to take place on the Anni- 
versary of their Independence, to affiard me the 
protection and safety for which he had pledged 
himself. Four days later and our departure for 
the Patuxent would have rendered his note of 
apology unnecessary. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Armament uader the command of Commodore Baraey— -Chased 
by Captain Barrie — Honourable conduct — Commodore Bar- 
ney blockaded in St. Leonard's Creek — A reconnoitringparty 
surprised— Heroic conduoi <^ a Sergeant of Marines— Deser- 
tion of a Seaman — Search for the fugitive — Nocturnal intru- 
sion — Other adventures — Cowardly attempt — Its punishment 
— ^Position of the Enemy's troops reconnoitred— ^Colonel 
Platen's house and grounds— His honourable conduct — His 
daughter — Reception by the Americans of our flag of truce — 
Csq>tain Jabo unceremoniously captured— A reconnoitring 
party— Heroism of a Marine. 

The numerous captures, incursions, and assaults 
committed by the Admiral, by means of the boats, 
almost every day in the week, had at length de- 
termined the American government to adopt seri- 
ous measures for arresting the full course of such 
unpropitious operations; they unpleasantly pro- 
claimed their weakness, and their inability to afford 
the necessary degree of protection, justly expected 
by the inhabitants of every country whose go- 
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vemment ventures to decide upon a state of 
warfare. 

In order to put a stop to these evil doings, 
nay, even to sweep us out of their waters, an 
armament was to be fitted out at Baltimore, and 
placed under the conmiand of Commodore Bar- 
ney. This redoubtable armament was at once to 
declare American superiority, and work our de- 
struction. For some weeks previous to the appear- 
ance of the invincible armada, it had been cour- 
teously suggested to us, that the wisest plan we 
could pursue would be to quit the American 
waters before we received an Irishman''s warning, 
that is to say, before we were kicked out — Commo- 
dore Barney being a native of the " Gem of the 
sea.**' 

The flotilla being at length ready for service, 
proposed, as a whet to its warlike appetite, to snap 
up the Jaseur eighteen-gun brig, which was lying 
in advance of us . It consisted of the Scorpion, the 
Commodore's vessel, mounting one heavy long gun 
fitted upon a traversing carriage, and eight carron- 
ades, with nineteen gun-boats, carrying a long 
gun in the bow and another in the stem, the 
heaviest being thirty-two pounders, with a com- 
plement of sixty men — the smaller, eighteen 
pounders and forty men. So murderous and de- 
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structive were these vessels intended to prove, 
that a magazine-vessel loaded with powder ac- 
companied them. 

On the 1st of June the enemy was seen, and 
chased Captain Barrie, whose force consisted of the 
St. Lawrence schooner, of thirteen guns and fifty 
men, the Albion's two baiges and pinnace, and four 
of his own boats, down to the Dragon, who, imme- 
diately getting under weigh, chased in their turn. 
So little satisfectory did the intrepid captain's de- 
termination to close with the boats appear to the 
gallant Commodore, that he took shelter in the Par 
tuxent, and afterwards, on being pressed, within 
St. Leonard's creek in that river, where he remained 
quietly blockaded. We may suppose that his 
confidence was somewhat shaken as to the result of 
a close contact with the British boats, and that he 
had indulged in unsubstantial reveries at Baltimore. 
Several skirmishes, in which the vaunted flotilla 
got the worst of it, took place. The Loire and 
Narcissus, with the Junon and St. Lawrence, were 
left to blockade the sweepers of the Chesapeake 
Bay. 

A battery erected on the banks caused the fri- 
gates to move, but not before they had silenced 
the enemy's fire, which gave the flotilla an oppor- 
tunity of slipping out, and proceeding up the river. 
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which Captain Bame had previously visited as 
high as Lower Marlborough. 

I should here state a circumstance that occurred 
at Benedict. Shortly after the first occupation 
of that place by the British force, an American 
came over from the enemy to Captain Barrie, 
and warned him that the principal part of the 
Hquor in the stores would be found poisoned. 
He expressed himself very properly upon the ocov- 
sion remarking, that, though he was aware his com* 
munication would be stigmatised as treafionable 
by many of his countrymen, yet he conceived he 
was only fulfilling a sacred duty to his country 
in endeavouring to avert the disgrace whidi such 
a diabolical and cowardly act would inevitably 
entail upon a large and innocent portion of 
his compatriots. 

Here was an act of true and gcniiine patri- 
otism, and it is with sincere pleasure I record the 
honourable conduct of an individual, to counter- 
balance the execrable feelings that prompted his 
countrymen to adopt a mode of extermination 
totally incompatible with the acknowledged laws 
of civilized warfare, and such as the wild Indian 
would reject with horror. It might perhaps have 
been politic to have allowed these dark spots in 
American character to rest in darkness and ob- 
scurity. I unwillingly raise the veil for the pur- 
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pose of refilling the parricidal attempts that have 
been lately made to lower the naval and military 
professions of this country, and to raise that of 
the American at the expense of justice and 
truth.* 

* " From the Patuxent. 

" Commodore Barney with his flotilla remain blockaded in 
St. Leonard's Creek. * * Foiled in every attempt to 
destroy him, and suffering severely in each attack, they have 
resorted to that species of warfare that Englishmen generaUy 
succeed in so well. It is stated that they have carried off or 
destroyed between three and four thousand hogsheads of tobacco, 
which Messrs. Cockburn and Co. are shipping for Europe, 
where it bears a great price. 

"The neighbouring militia appear to have been badly provided, 
sod little disposed to protect their property. However, before 
tbis time the state of afliurs is much altered— considerable bo- 
dies of regular troops, and well-disciplined militia, artillery, 
cavalry, and infantry fully provided, have reached the scene of 
action, and we trust may punish the robbers and incendiaries. 
The enemy retained possession of Benedict, a small village, 
two or three days. A party of militia from the district of Co-* 
Ituabia dislodged them after a skirmish, in which Mr. Wise of 
Alexandria was killed by a British Serjeant, who was immediately 
shot down — six prisoners were taken." — Nile's Register, Vol vi. 
page 39. 

Colonel Decius Wadsworth, who erected and commanded the 
battery on the banks of the Patuxent, thus writes to General 
Armstrong, Secretary of War. 

" Camp near St. Leonardos, June 26th, 1814. 
"Sir, 

" We decided on attacking the enemy this morning at 
daybreak ; after two and a half or three hours* cannonading, he 
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During the period the Loire remained in the 
Patuxent, a party of seamen and marines were 
landed to reconnoitre, commanded by a lieute- 
nant. This officer, a midshipman, and sergeant 

thought proper to retreat down the river, and Commodore Bar- 
ney has taken advantage of his absence to pass his flotilla up the 
Patuxent. * • We committed a great many blunders during 
the action, or our success would probably have been more com- 
plete. I forbear to enter into minute particulars, lest I should 
cast an indirect censure on some officers, perhaps undeserved, 
for I must acknowledge, I was so much engaged at the battery, 
as to have but an indistinct knowledge of what passed else- 
where. 

** But the fact b, the infantry and light artillery decided 
upon retreating without my orders, before they had lost a 
single man killed or wounded ; and at the time too when the 
enemy were manoeuvring to the rear of our position with their 
barges* The consequence of this moving was very disadvan- 
tageous ; the men at the guns perceiving the infantry retieatiiig 
and the enemy getting into the rear, their numbers began sen-, 
sibly to diminish, and I was pretty soon left with only men 
enough to work one gun, which I was necessitated to turn to the 
rear for the sake of keeping the barges in check. Finally, the 
few men that remained were so exhausted with fatigue, we found it 
impracticable to fire any more, and the limbers and horses which 
had been ordered down the hill, having disappeared and gone I 
know not where, I found myself under the painful necessity of 
spiking the guns, to prevent their bemg used by the enemy, should 
he get possession of them. 

" I might in justice to the infantry acknowledge, they did not 
take to flight, but quitted the ground in perfect order ; after a while 
I was able to halt them and bring them back. In the mean time 
the enemy were getting under weigh and retiring down the river : 
from the precipitancy of his retreat, I infer he must have suffered 
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of marines, being at some distance from their 
I>arty, were suddenly surprised by a body of car 
vab-y coming ilpon them: the trio were on the 
high-way, when the leading files of the enemy 

considerably. From some untoward circumstances, I had it not 
in my power to observe the effect of each shot we fired, other- 
wise its destruction would be complete. 

** Commodore Barney furnished me with twenty excellent men 
ftom his flotilla to work the guns. By some mismanagement 
in loading with the hot shot, one poor fellow had his arm blown 
off, which is the only material accident we sustained. One of 
the enemy's rockets passed through an ammunition-box whicli 
had been injudiciously placed, and exploded it, which did some 
damage. Some other trifling accidents were sustained. 



" The enemy found it impossible to hit either the guns or the 
men" — [How the devil should we when the latter all ran away?] 
— " Every shot aimed by them, either fell short and struck the 
bank, or flew clear over. Towards the close of the firing, they 
adopted the method of using small charges of powder, which just 
threw his shot over the hill, probably firing from his carronades ; 
but the effect was not more decisive* To prevent the enemy taking 
alarm in the night from our movements, we were necessitated to 
halt the ammunition waggons and carts above a quarter of a 
mile from the battery, and pass all our stores ; even the bricks ' 
of which our furnace was constructed were brought that dis- 
tance by land. This fatigued the men excessively ; I felt cer- 
tain if the enemy should open upon us, even at a random fire, it 
would be impossible to get anything done for the confusion it 
would create. 

" Commodore Bame/s flotilla was at hand ready to open upon 
the enemy the moment a favourable opportunity should offer. 
He commenced firing soon after us, and drew off that of the 
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showed themselves at full gallop round the comet 
of the road close to them. A hedge and ditch 
flanked the side next the river, between which and 

enemy for a while. I have not seen him 'since the action, but 
understand he lost several killed and wounded. 

" I hope on the whole, taking into consideration our not 
being fully prepared, the excessive fatigue the men had under* 
gone, and that we have attained the object in view, which was 
the release of Commodore Barney's flotilla, the afiair will not 
reflect dishonour on our troops. 

** I have the honour to be, &c. 
" To General Armstrong, " Decius Wadsworth." 

Secretary of War." 
Brannan's Naval and Military Official Letters, page 343. 

" Sunday, June 25th, 1814— Ten a. m. 
"Sir, 

** This morning, at four a. m. a combined attack of the 
artillery, marine corps, and flotilla was made upon the enemy's 
two frigates at the mouth of the creek. After two hours' engage- 
ment, they got under weigh, and made sail down the river. 
They are now warping round Point Patience* and I am noir 
moving up the Patuxent with my flotilla. My loss is, acting 
midshipman Asquith killed, and ten others killed and wounded. 
** Mr. Blake, the bearer of this, was a volunteer in my barge. 
He will give you every other information. 

With respect, &c. 
" The Secretary of the Navy." *' Joshua Barney." 

Brannan's Naval and Military Official Letters, page 343. 

The naivete of Colonel Decius Wadsworth's correspondence 
with the Secretary of War cannot fail of being duly appreciated 
by the reader. 
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the road a meadow intervened. The lieutenant 
and midshipman cleared the hedge and ditch, and 
succeeded in gaining their boats ; but the unfortu- 
nate sergeant, impeded by the weight of his ac- 
coutrements and musket, failed in the attempt, 
and the dragoons were instantly upon him; he 
recovered his legs, and brought his piece to the 
charge. The American general who headed the 
regiment called upon him to surrender ; the un- 
daunted man replied he would neither give nor re- 
ceive quarter. The general and some of his ml^n 
advanced to cut him down, when the devoted 
fellow fired, killed one, and disabled another of 
his adversaries, and severely wounded their general 
with his bayonet. This determined and unex- 
pected attack upon the part of an individual 
in front of a whole regiment, so astounded the 
foremost of their party, that they involuntarily 
drew back. Had the sergeant now thrown his 
musket away, he would in all probability have 
succeeded in escaping ere his foes recovered from 
their panic. He once more attempted the leap, 
but the weight of his arms again caused his failure. 
Before he could recover himself he was cut 
down: one of the Americans then dismounted, 
and coolly placing his carbine to the ear of the 
brave, bleeding, and helpless sergeant, blew out 
his brains. 
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I will not descant upon this act of cruel cow- 
ardice. There is something in determined valour 
and heroic devotion that challenges the sympa- 
thies of a truly brave and generous man, be he 
friend ot foe. The chord that is struck finds a 
responsive vibration in his own breast ; and ev&a 
personal safety becomes secondary, and absorbed 
in the admiration excited by a gallant bearing. 
That secured, and his antagonist at his feet, the 
avenues of his heart are open to every pleasurable 
feeling and manly emotion. 

The deliberate slaughter of the sergeant in pre- 
sence of an American regiment forbids the pre- 
sumption that any such men formed part or parcel 
of their body. The American papers thus con- 
cluded their notice of this occurrence : '^ This 
hardy Briton died a victim to rash valour."" 

The Rear-admiral, having placed Tangier Is- 
land in a respectable state of defence, and garri- 
soned it, proceeded on the 2nd of July up the 
Chesapeake. Three vessels were captured, and 
having twice landed on the western shore of Mary- 
land, we anchored in the Patuxent on the 6th. 
The next day the marines were landed to recon- 
noitre for the purpose of finding a good spot for 
watering, and we finally took up a snug anchorage 
about a cable's length from the shore. It was 
here that one of our seamen deserted. At night 
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I was despatched with a sergeant, two marines, 
and a negro guide, in search of the fugitive. I 
knew the enemy'*s forces were encamped not five 
miles distant, and I moreover learned that a mil- 
ler's house, some miles beyond their encampment, 
was the only place likely to afford him shelter for 
several miles. From this state of things I inferred 
that he would consider himself comparatively safe 
with the enemy between us and his place of re- 
fuge, and that I should have no difficulty in 
pouncing upon him. I received the Admiral's 
order to invade the sanctity of the miller's domi- 
cile. The road lay through a dark thick wood, 
admirably adapted to elude at a moment's notice 
the prying eyes of the enemy : the negro, a ma- 
rine, and myself kept one side of the road, the 
sergeant and the remaining marine on the other. 
In this way we cautiously advanced, till, suddenly 
turning an angle of the road, we found ourselves 
close to the enemy's horse patrole. Down we 
dropped in the friendly cover of the brushwood. 
Their suspicions had evidently been awakened by 
the passing glimpse or the sudden rustling of the 
leaves ; for, as we sank perdus among them, they 
drew up abreast of our hiding-place : there were 
only three of them, and we were five, but our 
object was secrecy, and, had one of them got clear 
off, it would have been defeated, 

VOL. III. L 
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" I guess, Captam, there are strangers not fiu: 
off,*" drawled a true Yankee voice ; " I do verily 
believe I saw a man walk into the wood on the left 
there.*"' 

" I calculate you are considerably in error, Mr. 
Jacobs ; but Til hold your horse if you think any 
of the sarpents are hereabout.*" 

Mr. Jacobs, fortunately for his own life or 
freedom, was contented, after some little delay, 
to chime in with the opinion of the Captain, and 
they trotted off, leaving us a dear coast. Before 
they returned we had passed to the left, and made 
the circuit of their encampment, which was pitched 
in an open space on either side of the high road. 
We re-entered the causeway, leaving the enemy 
in the rear, and proceeded with renewed vigour 
and celerity till near midnight, when our trusty 
guide pointed out the house we were in search of 
about fifty paces to the left of the road. Lights 
were observed through the window, and we warily 
approached the dwelling : a stream of water which 
turned the mill alone broke in upon the stiUness 
of a beautiftil summer's night, as it tumbled over 
the dam, and dashed into its narrow channel. 

I reconnoitred the premises, and, placing my 
men at the only outlets through which the de- 
serter could make his escape, moimted the 
negro**s shoulder to enable me to peer into the 
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room whence the light issued, to see how mat- 
ters stood within the beleaguered fortress. It 
was a bedchamber; one female was just step- 
ping into bed, and another en chemise^ with ex- 
tinguisher in hand, apparently waiting for the 
termination of her companion's arrangements for 
the night. I prevented the light being doused 
by loudly tapping at the window, and, finding it 
unfiistened, threw it up and leaped into the 
room. I had some difficulty in assuaging the 
very natural fears of these poor women; they 
were too stupified to scream. A few minutes 
disclosed the purport of my visit, and dissipated 
their alarms. It appeared that the deserter had 
actually stopped there for the night, but fear over- 
powered fatigue, and he determined to proceed 
on towards Annapolis; a quarter of an hour 
earlier and he would have been our prisoner, 
having anticipated our visit by precisely that 
time. The premises were strictly searched, and 
I had reason to believe that the spontaneous infor- 
mation given by the affrighted women was correct. 
They were, with a female "help,"" the only occu- 
pants of the house, their husbands being busily 
occupied in soldiering and watching the Britishers 
at a proper and respectful distance, little dreaming 
their better halves were then in the "sarpent's'' 
power. 

l2 
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Having tendered my apologies for this act of 
intrusion, and completely subdued their terror, I 
quitted the miller's mansion. On our return we 
fell in with a strong party of the enemy, who, it 
appeared, had been making a reconnoissance of the 
Britishers'* position ; their numbers warned us in 
time; pursuing our former plan, they passed 
on without discovering us, and we returned on 
board in safety. I confess, inwardly I did not feel 
sorry that we had been foiled in the object of our 
excursion ; for had the traitor been caught, he would 
assuredly have been made an example of — a sad 
and revolting spectacle to British seamen. 

On the 8th the Admiral landed at St. Cle- 
ment's Bay^ with the marines of the ship and one 
hundred seamen, to reconnoitre the enemy ; but 
no resistance being offered, he returned the same 
evening, with a supply of purchased stock.* 

• " On the Patuxent. On Saturday, Admiral Cockburn, with 
twelve hundred marines and forty sailors, landed on the farm of 
John Kilgour, Esq. at the mouth of St. Clement's Bay. Mr. 
Kilgour had repaired to camp, leaving a young infant with his 
sisters (Mrs. Kilgour is lately dead). Anxious about the fate of 
his sisters and children, he obtained a furlough and returned 
home. In a few minutes after his arrival tlie enen^y debarked 
at his landing, treated him with respect, declaring they must 
have stock. They took from him twenty head of cattle, twenty- 
one sheep, much poultry, and some vegetables. During their 
stay Admiral Cockburn avouched that he should respect private 
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One day, being employed with a party of sea- 
men and marines on the right bank of the river, 
reaping a field of wheat, I observed two American 
dragoons station themselves at the end of it, and 
intently watch us. The country here was clear of 
wood, and there was no chance of surprising 
them. I several times walked towards them, but 
they immediately retreated, and as I rejoined my 
party, they again turned round and took up their 
former position. A lame negro was at length 
despatched by them to request I would allow them 
to speak to me. Believing the communication 
might relate to the field in question, which had 
been appropriated to our sickles, I did not hesi- 
tate in immediately acceding to their demand. 
I attached a white handkerchief to my sheathed 
side-arms, and accompanied by Mr. Armstrong, 
a young midshipman, I set off; but, as I ap- 
proached, they retreated. Supposing this re- 
buildings, unless fired on by the militia from them ; that he 
should take no citizen, unless found in arms. 

" He left in the room three hundred and five dollars in silver. 
Mr. Kilgour immediately informed General Stuart of these oc- 
currences. Mr. Kilgour asked permission to count the marines; 
it was granted him." — Nile's Register, vol. vii. page 60. 

Mr. Kilgour*s memory may have been accurate respecting the 
silver dollars, but he does not mention the number of dollar notes. 
One hundred marines accompanied the Rear-admiral on this 
incursion. 
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trograde movement might arise from seeing two 
of us, I ordered the yoimgster back again. Still 
they continued moving backward, and I was 
about to return to my party, when they waved 
me on. I followed till I lost sight of my own 
people, and had proceeded some distance on the 
road into which they had turned, when, suspect- 
ing no good was intended, I resolved to retrace 
my way. At this moment they drew up, dismount- 
ed, and again beckoned me to approach. My 
misgivings were dispelled, and I walked on. Had 
they allowed me to advance close to them, nothing 
could have prevented my falling into the snare 
laid for me; but, when within eighty or ninety 
yards of the spot upon which they had taken up 
their ground, they drew forth their rifles, previ- 
ously concealed in the hedge which bordered one 
side of the road, and, resting them on the saddles 
of their horses, deliberately fired at me. The 
whiz of the shot as they flew past, at once 
determined me upon the only course to be adopt- 
ed : running in upon them as fast as I could with 
my drawn sword, I prevented their reloading the 
pieces, and it had the effect of so alarming them 
that, hastily mounting their nags, they galloped 
off at full speed. I was too glad to get rid of 
them on such easy terms, and turned to pursue 
my way back again. These American heroes, 
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however, were not to be so balked of their 
prey; and having resumed their courage, they 
suddenly pulled up, turned round, drew their 
sabres, and came towards me at a hand gallop. 
Retreat was impossible ; I therefore had recourse 
to a ri4S€y and, facing round, I walked forward to 
meet th^m, at the same time waving my hand 
behind me, as if I was making a signal to some 
persons behind the hedge, and did not wish my 
motions to be obsewed. The stratagem com- 
pletely succeeded; when within a very short 
distance of me, one of them exclaimed, " There 
they are behind the hedge !^' — ^and drawing sharp 
up, they turned, and fled, without once looking 
behind them, 

I lost no time in a speedy reunion with my 
party, well pleased at my escape. The lame negro 
who had delivered the message, and who had 
witnessed the whole business, cut me off, — " Good 
goramity ! massa, wha^ two d — n coward ! two 
mame on horsyback run away from massa ! So 
elp me God ! me show you where um lib, spose 
you like." I took him at his word ; he accom- 
panied us on board. I reported the whole affair to 
the Admiral, who was highly indignant at such das- 
tardly conduct, and determined at once to punish 
them, if practicable, for their perfidy. The negro 
informed us that the two dragoons were brothers, 
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and proprietors of a large tract of land situated about 
ten miles from the beach. They belonged to a 
corps of yeomanry then embodied in the neigh- 
bourhood. At midnight I landed with fifty ma- 
rines and as many seamen, accompanied by the 
kme negro, to whom I intimated, in unequivocal 
terms, that any hesitation or treachery would 
ensure his instant death. 

We proceeded unmolested through the woods, 
till the habitation of my generous friends broke 
upon our view at the end of Sk clear space. Day 
began to dawn, and we were rapidly advancing in 
open order to surround the house, when a slave 
opening the shutters of the lower rooms discovered 
us, and immediately gave the alarm. It was too 
late to be of any avail ; our marine trumpeter had 
gained the back door just in the nick of time to 
knock down one of the bold dragoons ; and bring- 
ing the point of his bayonet to the breast of the 
other, drove him back into the passage. They 
were both in their shirts, and little less white in 
their woe-begone countenances than that very ne- 
cessary article of clothing. Their cowardly act of 
the preceding day eventually brought down its 
own punishment. Their account of the transaction 
may be inferred from the fact of its having pro- 
cured them permission to visit their home, to 
delight the maternal bosom with a description 
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of their dashing encounter against the Britishers. 
It was a superior-built and commodious mansion. 
The stock-yard was filled with the preceding 
yearns produce ; a goodly display of cattle, nu- 
merous flocks, and all the appliances of a well- 
stocked farm, bespoke people of wealth and 
substance. My intention was to have destroyed 
the whole menage and stock, as a reward for their 
villainy, little expecting to meet the offenders in 
their lair ; but the supplications of the distressed 
mother and sister for mercy disarmed my intend- 
ed vengeance. With the full conviction that their 
prayers would have been immediately granted by 
our chief, I eluded my orders, and saved the 
property fix)m the flames to which it had been 
condemned. 

On getting hold of the brothers, I inquired 
what motive could have induced them to act so 
villainously towards me on the preceding day. 
*' I vow to God it was not me,^** replied one. 
*' Nor me,^ echoed the other. Laying hold of 
the nearest fibber and drawing him to the light, 
I gazed sternly and steadily upon him for a 
minute, when he exclaimed, ''Well, if you'll 
believe me, it was only a pistol I fired at you.'" 

" No, brother Sam has told you what's as true 
as gospel ; we only just slicked off our pistols to 
warn you you had come close enough to us, for 

L 5 



Digitized 



by Google 



226 RECOLLECTIONS OF 

wc guessed you wished to surround us with your 
men behind the hedge."" 

I was disgusted with their prevarication, and 
informed them that, being neither pistol nor rifle 
ball proof, I regarded their dishonourable conduct 
as deserving of punishment, and should therefore 
take them on board as prisoners. Making them 
over to a file of marines, I mounted one of their 
nags, and returned as a field officer. We reached 
the beach without any annoyance firom the gallant 
corps of our prisoners, whose head-quarters, not 
more than half a mile distant on our left flank, 
we passed on our return. Previously to embarka- 
tion we had a race on the beach, much to the 
amusement of all hands except the disconso- 
late owners. These mistaken young men had de- 
luded themselves into the belief that to destroy a 
Britisher, particularly an officer, by any means, 
would be a feather in their cap, and they adopted 
the disgraceful method I have related, which led 
to an extension of their geographical knowledge 
by a visit " to the cursed old country of those 
British sarpents.^ 

Information was brought to the Rear-admiral 
of a number of the enemy^s troops being assembled 
higher up the river, under the command of Colonel 
Plater. He proceeded with two hundred seamen 
and marines, and landed in the neighbourhood to 
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reconnoitre their position. No resistance waa 
oflfered to our disembarkation, and we proceeded 
onwards till we came upon the ColoneFs domain. 
The house and grounds were certainly of a for 
superior description to any we had hitherto met 
with. There was an air of comfort pervading the 
tout ensemble^ approaching to elegance; it be- 
spoke something superior to the ordinary run 
of American habitations in the vicinity of the 
bay. We werR met by Colonel Plater, who, 
with the frank bearing of an honourable-minded 
man, told the Admiral that he had done his 
utmost to bring forward his regiment (militia) to 
beat him back, but that they had deserted him, 
and he surrendered himself a prisoner, feeling he 
was entirely at his mercy. This candour at once 
gained the favout and protection of Admiral Cock- 
bum, and the most rigid orders were issued, and 
sentinels placed around, to secure the premises 
from molestation or injury. The gallant Colonel 
himself remained at perfect liberty, with a promise 
that the protection then shown towards him should 
be continued. For this conduct. Colonel Plater 
was held up by the democratic portion of the re- 
publican press as something akin to a traitor. 
In fact the few who had the moral courage 
to avow the truth as regarded the conduct of 
the English, were designated as persons unworthy 
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to mix with free-born republicans, and the finger 
of scorn was invited to point them out as fit objects 
upon whom the Americans might laudably expend 
the worst passions of their nature.* We fre- 
quently visited his house afterwards, and became 
acquainted with his only daughter, an amiable, sen- 
sible young lady, whose patriotism and upright 
sentiments, if acted upon, would have shed lustre 
upon the arms of her countrymen. I had the 
vanity to fancy that I stood upon elevated ground in 
her good graces ; but the scale was feted to drop 
speedily from my eyes. A post-bag which fell into 
our hands, and which was ransacked for military 
information, discovered to my mortified senses 
that the courtesy I had received was dictated by 
policy, and it was pretty evident I was regarded 
as a wolf in sheep's clothing. Had the fair gaVs 
handwriting been recognized, it would have se- 

♦ «* Cockbura.— The Boston Sentinel, noticing the acknow- 
ledgment of a certain person of the name of Massey, of the po- 
lite treatment he received of the enemy, especially Cockbum, 
travels out of his road to say that he, (the said Cockbum,) not- 
withstanding the scurrility poured on him in the Virginian and 
Maryland papers, is a humane and liberal gentleman. The 
people of Maryland and Virginia would be very thankful if Mt. 
Aussel would prove that Cockbum Is either the one or the other. 
It is true (and we give the devil his due,) that he has latterly 
behaved much better than he did last summer ; but the wanton- 
ness of his barbarities then have gibbeted him in infamy.'' — 
Nile's Register, vol. vi. page 279. 
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cured the sanctity of her correspondence. How- 
ever much my amour propre might have been 
wounded, there were heroic and sterling principles 
manifested in the letter, which claimed our admi- 
ration and respect, although they were bitterly 
hostile to the British invaders of her country. 
The letter was resealed and forwarded to its desti- 
nation, with proper expressions of regret at its un- 
toward detention. One sentence of her letter was, 
" How shall I express to you the feelings of shame 
that consume me, when I inform you the sight of • 
a British barge alone is sufficient to put to flight 
every man in our neighbourhood ? What, what 
must be the opinions of our enemies of such con- 
duct ! I blush for my countrymen !^^ 

Another militaire^ reposing in the plenitude of 
security, pursued a diflferent line of conduct to 
that adopted by Colonel Plater, and reaped a 
different result. 

The launch, filled with empty casks, was sent 
with a flag of truce to a particular spot, where 
it was known the enemy was in some force, with a 
demand for water and stock ; for the latter, ample 
payment was to be tendered. The flag of truce, 
on reaching the shore, was met by the Colonel of 
the re^ment and several of his officers. The 
lieutenant, without quitting the boat, delivered 
his message, and, having received such a reply as 
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was to be eicpected, was about to quit the beach, 
l^hen he was not a little astonished to find himself 
addressed by one of the American officers in the 
following style. " I vow to God, if the Colonel 
was of my mind, tarnation seize me if I would not 
hang you up as a scarecrow to you Britishers. I 
guess you know pretty considerably clearly that 
you only come here to spy out the nakedness of 
the land ; but I hope our Colonel will not allow 
you to escape.**** 

This courteous proposition, coming with the 
stamp of genuine feeling from the kind-hearted 
American, was by no means flattering to the 
bearer of the flag. The boat^s crew were without 
means of resistance, the officer alone having his 
side-arms ; but it was not for him to appear dis- 
concerted, or suffer the bravado to excite any other 
feeling 'than that of contempt. Turning to the 
Colonel he coolly observed, " Pray, Sir, is this 
your usual mode of treating a flag of truce ?''"' The 
offender was slightly reprimanded by the com- 
manding officer, and a kind of apology offered, 
but the hangman kept muttering to himself, and 
looked all he had expressed. The lieutenant 
caught the patronymic of this would-be execu- 
tioner in the rebuke he received from the Colonel, 
nor did he fail to treasure it in his memory imtil 
the proper, time arrived for castigation. On his 
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return on board he inquired among the runaway 
slaves, who knew Captain Jabo ? *' Cappen Jabo, 
him my massa, Saar,'' replied a stout-looking 
young negro. The circumstance was duly report- 
ed, and the offer of the slave to lead the lieutenant 
to his master's house. Admiral Cockbum then 
ordered the insulted officer to proceed that even- 
ing with a party and attempt Captain Jabo's 
capture. 

The sun set behind a mass of heavy angry 
clouds portending a stormy night, and as the 
boats quitted the ship large drops of rain began to 
fall, giving certain intimation of wet jackets. 
Long ere they came in sight of the unconscious 
Jabo's dwelling, the wind and rain contending 
for mastery, had finally settled into torrents, de- 
luging them with their fiiry. Their house was 
situated about eight miles from the place of land- 
ing, and one from the American encampment ; it 
was immediately surrounded, and a loud knocking 
at the front door was the commencement of hosti- 
lities. The affrighted militiaman started from his 
downy couch, and throwing up the window in- 
quired in no very confident tone the reason of this 
rude sunamons. " Open the door,*" said the lieu- 
tenant in a stentorian voice. " Why, good God ! 
you are not Britishers, are you ?'' — " Yes, British 
sarpents : open the door immediately.*" As there 
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was an evident inclination to parley and evade the 
demand, the door was forced, and the luckless 
captain took refuge in his bedchamber. In the 
mean time the darkness of the night had favoured 
his project of despatching a messenger to the 
camp for assistance. The sanctity of the bed-room 
was next invaded by the ruthless lieutenant, and 
there stood the poor devil shivering in his shirt, 
shifting from one leg to the other as if he stood 
upon burning coals, aghast at this inexplicable 
intrusion. A pair of black eyes peeped most 
cautiously from between the snow-white sheets^ 
and then the head would be buried under the 
bed-clothes. '' What have we here ?'^ cried the 
lieutenant, placing his sacrilegious hands upon 
the curtains of the bridal bed. " That is my 
wife.*" The lieutenant retreated some steps. 
" Why, what in the name of God do you want 
with me on such a night as this ?'^ exclaimed the 
startled bridegroom, who had only been married 
three days. " I guess,"*' continued the captain, 
"I should not think of turning a dog out to 
expose him to the raging elements sUch a night 
as this.*" — *' I merely come,**' replied the officer, 
" to return you my grateful acknowledgements for 
your good wishes and kind intentions so unequi- 
vocally expressed in behalf of my elevation this 
morning, and to request the honour of your 
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company on board his Britannic Majesty^s ship 
Albion.*" The most humble apologies were oflfei^ 
ed, but the lieutenant turned a deaf ear to them ; 
nor did the weeping entreaties of the unhappy 
bride, who, forgetftd of every thing except her 
husband's safety, now sat up in the bed, wringing 
her hands and imploring forgiveness for his faults, 
soften his inflexibility : never was the lieutenant 
known to be so hard-hearted, but orders must be 
obeyed. Suspecting that delay was the object, he 
absolutely threatened to take off the captain sans 
culottes. This menace was decisive ; the inex- 
pressibles were slipped on, the parting embrace 
given, and away marched Captain Jabo from His 
warm bed and bonny bride in a merciless shower of 
rain and hail. The party moved off just in time ; 
the ihessenger had made such good use of his legs, 
that a troop of Yankees were close at their heels 
when they reached their boats. It is more than 
probable that the officer in command would have 
relented in favour of beauty in tears, (for, if he 
had a vulnerable point, it was sure to be probed 
by a female in distress,) and left her bridegroom 
behind; but his orders were imperative, and he 
had only to obey them. 

Poor Captain Jabo ! seldom have I witnessed 
a more striking personification of a crest-fallen 
hero than his appearance presented on the Al- 
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bion'*s quarteivdeck. Drenched with lain, pale, 
haggard, and frightened, he remained as if glued 
to the planks, at times casting furtive humiliated 
glances at the strange faces around him : he evi- 
dently expected to be twitted and reproached 
with his conduct of the preceding day. The 
haughty individual, with his blustering swagger and 
insulting language, delivered in the full pride of 
regimentals topped by a towering hat and sweep- 
ing feather, could not be recognized in the ludic- 
rous passive figure that now met our view; the 
contrast fairly overwhelmed all feelings of anger 
towards him, and the poor devil descended into 
the ward-room, where, having been supplied with 
dry clothing, he was invited to join the morning 
meal, which offered no inconsiderable temptation 
to a half-drowned and hungry man. Not a 
word was uttered in allusion to the unlucky ora- 
tion that had procured him the pleasure of our 
society ; but the restless countenance and fidgety 
movements, the rapid wandering glances of ihc 
tell-tale eyes, plainly intimated the tumult of his 
mind, and the suspicion that British politeness, 
though prominent for the moment, might be only 
preparing the way to some dismal punishment, 
retributive of the friendly intentions he had ex- 
pressed towards them. It is possible that con- 
science added innumerable little prickings to his 
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already goaded spirit, and maliciously (^pressed 
him with the idea, that he was destined to 
attain that height above his fellows, which he had 
marked out for one of his hosts. 

Captain Jabo would have been restored to the 
arms of his wife, had he not been guilty of a 
breach of faith, and forfeited his plighted word as 
soon as he fancied he could do ^o with impunity. 
This disregard of all moral obligation defeated the 
favour intended towards him, and he ploughed 
his weary way across the Atlantic, I have men- 
tioned these circumstances to show what I have 
before stated, that the inhabitants within ten miles 
of the shore, with the assistance of the negroes, 
were completely within our power. 

A reconnoissance while in the Patuxent de- 
serves to be recorded. It redounds to the credit 
and self-possession of a humble individual of a 
corps whose unexampled good conduct, under 
every circumstance of difficulty and danger, in- 
vites the highest praise and consideration of Great 
Britain No body of men can so well estimate or 
understand their invaluable services as naval men. 

The reconnoitring party had reached a spot 
where three roads met : here a marine was station- 
ed while the officer proceeded farther on. A 
cabin, deserted by its proprietors on their ap- 
proach, occupied one of the angles of the two 
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toads. In the absence of the officer, the sentry 
observed four dragoons leisurely coming along the 
road ; before they discovered him he had taken 
shelter in the cottage. Arriving at the cross roads 
they drew up and entered into conversation. 

" I reckon this is a false alarm of our neigh- 
bour ; had the Britishers taken the road he told 
us, I guess it is next to an utter impossibility 
but we must have seen them before now .?*" All 
agreed in the opinion delivered by the spokesman, 
and it was decided nem. con, that, as there were 
no enemies on foot, one should immediately ride 
back, report to the Colonel the state of the case, 
and prepare their dinner : the remaining three were 
to follow and be there by the time it was on the 
table. Off galloped the yeoman with these com- 
mands, and his companions dismounted for some 
purpose, and tying their horses up to a tree ap- 
proached the cottage. All this time the gallant 
marine was intently watching the proceedings 
of his enemies through an aperture in the cabin, 
and, seeing the messenger was out of sight, and 
the dragoons out of reach of their holsters, he 
rushed from his hiding-place with charged bay- 
onet and desired them to throw down their side 
arms, giving them to understand that the first man 
who put his hand to his sword he would instantly 
shoot, and run the others through the body. 
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The indescribable surprise and horror of the 
poor Yankees by the determined manner of the 
soldier caused unhesitating compliance, and they 
one and all unbuckled their belts and dropped 
them on the ground. He then ordered them 
into the cottage, and there, to the surprise 
and admbation of his officer and comrades, he 
was found on their return standing guard over 
his prisoners. They were marched down with 
the party, horses and all, and embarked, to the 
infinite amusement of the Admiral and the whole 
squadron. The brave fellow who accomplished 
this really decisive feat, was immediately promoted 
to a halberf. I asked one of the prisoners how 
they could allow themselves to be taken by a 
single man. " Why, do you see, he vowed to 
God Almighty he'd shoot me as dead as a door- 
nail if I only wagged my finger."*** — " And run 
me through the body," responded the second. — 
*' What could I do dismounted against an armed 
man with a musket?"' exclaimed the third. There 
was no controverting a species of sophistry so 
soothing and emollient to their own feelings ; and 
certainly I had no reason to put them out of 
conceit with conduct which had so highly raised 
one of our own men. Even our friend Captain 
Jabo was ashamed of this specimen of valour 
exhibited by his countrymen. 



Digitized 



by Google 



238 



RECOLLECTIONS OF 



CHAPTER IX. 

Increase of force— Designs agdnst the city of Washington — 
Seamen trained to small arms — Ascend the Potomac — 
Attack of St. Leonard's — Intercepted letters — General 
Stuart's three reasons— Anchor ahreast St Clement's creek 
^Conflict with the Enemy — ^Their retreat — ^Diabolical de- 
vice — Land at St. Clement's — Capture £ve schooners — As- 
cend the Machodic riTer— American mis-statements — Pro- 
ceed with the boats to Hamburgh and Chaptico— An old ac* 
quaintance — ^My American namesake — Attack on the Enemy's 
position — Narrow escape — Chase and capture of a Field-piece 
— A party of cavalry taken — Other advantages — Flight of the 
Enemy — Exhaustion of our men — Proceed to Kinsale-JTake 
possession of the batteries, and of the town — Arrival of the 
Hebnis and the Menelaus— American exaggeration — Pro- 
ceed up St. Mary's creek. 

Before we quitted the shores of the Patuxent, 
the Loire and St. Lawrence rejoined ns with four- 
teen prizes. On the 15th of July the Asia, Etna, 
Thistle, and Manly, with three troop ships, joined 
the Rear-admiral, having on board a battalion of 
marines five himdred strong, and a detachment of 
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marine artillery, bringing also the intelligence of 
twenty thousand men being en route for the Chesa- 
peake. The Rear-admiral had, from the com- 
mencement of his operations, always fixed an eye 
of peculiar interest upon Washington. It had 
been the concentrated object of his thoughts and 
actions ; every measure he adopted was more or 
less remotely connected, conceived, and carried 
into execution, as affording preliminary steps to 
the final accomplishment of the grand ultimatum 
of his exertions. 

A very gentlemanly American, who frequently 
visited the Albion in a flag of truce on official 
business from Washington, and who often en- 
joyed the hospitality of the Admirars table, was 
repeatedly told by the latter, when they could 
not agree upon particular points, " Ah, well, 
well waive it for the present, I'll settle that 
affair at Washington.'^ It was received as a joke ; 
little did the envoy imagine, as he smiled incre- 
dulously at the reply of the Admiral, delivered 
under the guise of badinage, that the determina- 
tion to accomplish the capture of the republican 
metropolis was a settled purpose in his host's 
mind. 

The scheme for executing this bold stroke of 
Dolicy, as well as for destroying the extensive 
depots of military stores that had been, and were 
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still collecting on both sides the Potomac, for the 
armament and supply of the large force demanded 
of Congress on tlie 4th July by Mr. Madison, 
was now completed ; operations on a wider scale 
were therefore determined upon, and the means 
were afforded by the troops now placed under 
his orders. 

I should have stated that, on our first arrival in 
the Chesapeake, every line-of-battle ship was or- 
dered to train one hundred seamen to small arms, 
and the frigates and sloops a proportionate number. 
We had great difficulty in bringing Jack to the 
work of soldiering, but on our landing excursions 
he soon found the utility and advantage of this 
drilling, and abandoned his natural dislike to the 
occupation. " Load and fire— charge bayonets — 
felling in two deep— marching order — and wheeling 
into line," were sufficient to render them able and 
efficient auxiliaries to the marines, and assisted 
very materially in giving the Admiral a respec- 
table force for any expedition he might wish to set 
on foot : throughout our operations in the Chesa- 
peake they did good and effective service.. 

For the purpose mentioned above, we dropped 
down the Patuxent the following day, and ascended 
the Potomac : and on the 18th we anchored off St. 
Leonard's creek, leading to the town of that name 
and the capital of St. Mary's county. Here the 
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36th regiment of the enemy was known to be 
quartered. The same night the battalion of ma- 
rines, under the command of Major Lewis, was 
^nbarked in the boats, and proceeded under the 
immediate command of the Rear-admiral to the 
attack of that place. At day light the marines 
were landed, and the boats proceeded direct for 
the town. The enemy, on discovering our inten- 
tions, immediately retreated without offering any 
resistance, leaving the town open to our entry. 
A large quantity of military stores were shipped 
and destroyed ; two schooners laden with tobacco 
and different stores were brought away, as well 
as a portion of the tobacco found in store. The 
town itself was protected, and left uninjured. 
The post-office here afforded some interesting 
intelligence, besides a fimd of amusement and 
merriment to the officers of His Majesty's squa- 
dron as long as they remained on the coast during 
the war.* 

♦ Speaking of our attack upon St. Leonard's town — ** During 
their stay, which was till about two o'clock, they behaved with 
great politeness to the ladies, respecting private property where^ 
ever the proprietors remained at home. As soon as Oeneral 
Stuart received intelligence that the enemy were landing, he 
moved with his whole force in pursuit of them. 

" To get between them and their shipping he must necessarily 
have exposed his force to a galling. fire from their shipping, and 
given their infantry the advantage of a high commanding situation. 

VOL. III. ^ M 



Digitized 



t^Google 



242 BECOLLECTION8 OP 

On the 20th, we proceeded higher up the 
Potomac, and anchored abreast St. Clemenfs 
creek on the Maryland side, and Noroiny river 
on the Virginian shore. The militia having 
assembled in a large body at Nominy ferry, situ- 
ated up the river of the same name, the Rear- 
admiral determined upon attacking them. Their 
position was excellent, and, had they defended 
it, might have cost us dearly. A farm-house in 
their front, situated on an elevated hill that com- 
manded the river, was occupied in force, and in- 
creased their advantages over us. The Admiral 
immediately ordered the attack, by directing the 
marines to ascend the steep that supported the 
enemy's flank, while the boats pushed forward 
with the seamen to the attack in front. After a 
fruitless attempt to defend the post, the enemy, 
principally cavalry, delivered their fire and fell 
back upon the main body, who proved too light 

To get in their front, so as to annoy them in their retreat, he 
must have taken a circuitous route of seven miles. Independent 
of all this, his force was much inferior to that of theirs ; be 
therefore returned to his encampment ; he has ordered out all his 
brigade,"^Nile's Register, vol. vi. page 60. 

General Stuart's three reasons for not attacking the Admiral 
must appear unanswerable in the eyes of his friends, and b(e 
doubtless received their congratulations on his decisive conduct 
in returning to his encampment and ordering out " all hit 
brisade,** 
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of heel to enable us to come up with them, aban- 
doning their cannon in the woods to our left. 
Perhaps I should, in justice, give the American 
version of the affair, viz. that " they had hidden 
it.'' Unfortunately, our flanking parties, which 
Admiral Cockbum invariably threw out to the 
right and left of the main body as we advanced, 
did not extend so far as to fall upon them : 
after making a few prisoners the chase was aban- 
doned. 

The house I have before noticed, had evidently 
been their head-quarters for the time, I was one 
of the first who entered the building. The prin- 
cipal and largest room on the ground floor ap- 
peared as if it had been the scene of a carousing 
party, from the number of glasses, bottles of 
liquor, &c. that graced the whole length of the 
table. From the heat of the morning, many, it 
is most likely, would have quenched their thirst 
by the means thus offered to parched lips and dry 
throats, but I fortunately observed that the glasses 
had not been used, and the full bottles created a 
painful suspicion that the wine and liquor might 
be poisoned, which, but for the recent transaction 
at Benedict, would not have crossed my mind. 
The horrid idea was strengthened by the discovery 
of a thick sediment at the bottom of the bottles. 
The whole of them were immediately destroyed, 
m2 
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except two, which were sent to the surgeon of the 
Albion for examination, and found to contain a 
very large quantity of arsenic. Such criminal 
devices must at once excite our pity and contempt 
for the authors and executors of them. To pro- 
claim that the iniquitous scheme had failed, and to 
mark the indignation which it excited, we con- 
signed the house to the flames, and placarded our 
reasons for so doing. 

The enemy, finding their intentions had been 
discovered, despatched a flag of truce to the 
Admiral on his return to the Albion, disavowing 
the fact. In the presence of this delegate, I was 
called upon by the Admiral to state the circum- 
stances of the case ; which being corroborated by 
the testimony of the surgeon, the stricken colonel 
was thrown upon his bade, and the interview ended 
by his declaring that, if such an atrocity had been 
committed, it was totally unauthorized by the 
responsible parties, dnd the act of some villains.* 

* " On the 20th ultimo, a party of the enemy, about twelve 
hundred, landed at Nominy on the Potomac, and marched 
apparently with a view of destroying Westmoreland Court 
House, Virginia. • • • • • 

They burned the wheat-stacks, bravely shot several horses, and 
gallantly kidnapped about one hundred and fifty negroes, &c. 
Cockbum, it seems, had put himself into a dreadful passion, be- 
cause a negro had told somebody that some spirits left on &e 
table at a Mrs. Thompson's was poisoned, for which he burnt 
the house. 
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' A large quantity of tobacco was shipped, and 
much more destroyed with the store-houses and 

"The fact appears by the statement of Colone] Parker, that 
be himself had drunk of the spirits but a few moments before the 
Bridsh came up, and that it was impossible it could have been 
poisoned. Of this the Admiral seems to have been perfectly 
satisfied, as we learn by a flag of truce that went off to procure 
the release of a citizen taken prisoner — but, as he was said to be 
taken in arms, he was not given up." Nile's Register, vol. vi. 
page 391, 

That the Admiral was not satisfied, will appear by the anxiety 
of General Hungerford in the following letter, which was sent 
off to bim in a flag of truce. It was published also in ** The Rich- 
mond Enquirer," and inserted in Nile's Register, vol. vi, 
" Sir, August 5th, 1814. 

'' Being called into command of the forces in this quarter, 
Colonel Parker reported to me the correspondence which had 
taken place between you and himself, and the proceeding con- 
nected with it. At the same time he claimed it as due to the 
command which he had held, and as due to the character of our 
people, that a court of inquiry should be instituted to investigate 
the imputation that poisoned spirit had been left in the way of 
your troops, in their attack upon Nominy, Although well 
assured, as I was, that no citizen could have perpetrated a deed so 
base-, and disdaining too a charge coming from a deserter slave, 
I have condescended to wave, for the purpose of a fair adjudica- 
tion, my confidence in the former and my distrust in the latter, 
and ordered the court which Colonel Parker solicited. A copy 
of their proceedings and decision, I have thought proper to en- 
close you. ** I am, with due consideration, 

Yours, J. P. Hungerford, 

Brigadier General commanding." 
" H. Q. Yocomico Church, August 3rd, 1814. 
** The Court, after the most mature deliberation upon the evi* 
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buildings; dnd we retired down the river. In 
this movement the enemy was again observed 
mustering: the Admiral landed to attack him, 
but he fled into the woods, giving us a parting 
volley ; and we continued our retreat with the 

dence, hesitate not to declare to the commanding General their 
decided opinion, that the charge of poisonous matter having been 
infused in any spirit left in the house at Nominy on the evening 
of ike 20th of July is utterly without foundation ; and they 
rejoice at the opportunity which this investigation has afforded 
them, to declare their abhorrence at so dishonourable an act." 

This verdict was doubtless a salvo to the wounded feelings of 
American honour, but we were not inclined to coincide with the 
gaUant General's idea of ** fair adjudication/' for this obvious 
reason : the parties accused pronounced their own judgment, 
and it was going a step beyond American calculation tp suppose 
they would commit 2kfelo de se upon their own reputation. 

Here follows additional light upon our proceedings, from the 
Alexandria Herald, July 24th : 

**• After doing all the damage they could short of burning, they 
went to the Virginian shore, burnt the dwellings of^ve widows, 
and several others on the shore, burnt every building at Nomi- 
ny ferry, and plundering the country round of every kind of 
provisions, carried off a great many negroes. The militia of 
Spottsylvania had marched eit masse to the relief of their fellow 
citizens below." 

The house burnt, it would appear, belonged to a widow named 
lliompson. The American editor has the rare art of multiply- 
ing one into five ; consequently, we find five widows candidates 
for public sympathy ;^one substantial dame and four shadows. 

** Every building at Nominy ferry" consisted of the aforesaid 
widow Thompson's house, and the out-houses belonging there- 
to, with the tobacco warehouse below it. 
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t^ptured schooners, accompanied by one hundred 
and thirty fine negroes, who had deserted to 
us. Our loss consisted of one killed and four 
grounded. 

A rest of four-and-twenty hours recruited sol- 
diers and sailors; and on the 23rd the Admi- 
ral again landed with his forces at St. Clement'^s, 
in Maryland, where the enemy, though assembled 
in force, thought it wisest to show us a clean pair 
of heels before we came within fighting distance. 
None of the inhabitants who remained by theii* 
property were molested ; but it happened that, on 
approaching one farm-house, the owner allowed 
his feelings of hostility to subdue his discretion, 
and he indulged the dangerous inclination of 
letting fly his rifle, in conjunction with those of 
his people : they then mounted their nags and 
galloped away in such a preposterous hurry, as 
to leave their weapons behind them. We be- 
stowed upon him the usual reward upon all such 
wanton proceedings. In this descent we cap- 
tured five schooners, and returned to the ship on 
the 24th. 

On the 26th we found ourselves again in Virgi- 
nia, mounting the Machodic river, while our gallant 
comrades the marines marched up on either bank, 
which would otherwise have afforded secure shelter 
for the enemy's riflemen. No impediment was 
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offered, and, the boats hayisg destroyed six 
schooners, the Admiral re-embarked the same 
evening. 

On the 28th we weighed and anchored off the 
Wicomico. Admiral Coctbum prbceeded with 
the boats to Hamburgh and Chaptico, situated at 
some distance up the river, where a consid^- 
able quantity of tobacco was taken possession of 
and despatched to the fidiips. The inhabitants 
who trusted themselves to our mercy were protect- 
ed, and as, in like instances, all the supplies afibrd- 
ed us were paid for to the full amount. After 
examining the whole of the surrounding country, 
we returned to the ships on the 31st.* 

* " The Magnanimous English t — A relation of the disgrace- 
Inl scenes that have occurred on the Patuxent and Potomac 
would fill a volume, and we hope it may be written in perpetuam 
memoriam of British honour. 

'* The Washington City Gazette says, that at Chaptico they 
actually opened a vault and stripped the dead bodies. Blasting 
as this is to Englishmen, we see no reason to disbelieve it." 
Nile*s Register, vol. vi. page 410. 

" Extract of a letter to the editor, dated from Wicomico river, 
St. Mary's county," and published in the American. 

" On the 30th the same worthy body of men landed at Chap- 
tico in this county (except a few that the Virginian militia 
killed and wounded, when they landed at Nominy on the 20ih 
and 21st). 

"In this little village they got about thirty hogsheads of 
tobacco, and no other plunder, the inhabitants having removed 
all their property out of their grasp. ♦ ♦ » ♦ 
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On the 2nd of August we dropped down and 
anchored two miles below St. Leonard'^s creek. 

They picked their stolen geese in the church, dashed the pipes of 
the church organ on the pavement, opened a family vault in the 
church-yard, broke open the coffins, stirred the bones about vt^ith 
their hands, in search of hidden treasure.^ All this in the 
presence of their worthy Admiral ! During all this havoc not a 
man was in arms within fifteen miles of them, and they worked 
until ten o'clock at night before they got the tobacco on board 
their yessels. Owing to the shallowness of the cieek that leads up 
to Chaptico warehouse, they rpUed more than half the tobacco 
one mile* General Stuart was encamped with the militia near 
sixteen miles from these freebooters. I presume he is waiting 
for a regular field action with the British. He has no confidence 
in our trees and bushes, as our militia had in the revdutionarj 
war." 

Xhis correspondence was too delectable to be discarded by the 
editors of the Government paper, and accordingly we find three 
months afterwards the following second edition inserted in its 
columns. 

*' Brutality of the Enemy. 

« November 5th, 1814. Messrs. Gales and Seaton. Having 
seen the following publication in the Alexandria Herald of the 
19th October : with horror, as capping the climax of atrocity.'' 

*' To the Editors of th^ Herald. Gentlemen, I have no recoU 
lection of having seen any account of the conduct of the enemy 
at Chaptico published in any of the public prints ; you are at 
liberty to publish the following extract of a letter to a friend 
written shortly after that affair. It is a very imperfect account, 
written in a hurry amidst the bustle of a camp, but contains 
most of the facts. My name is enclosed, which you are at 
liberty to make public, if any respectable person should deny the 
truth of the following statement. 

A Citiien of Maryland." 

M 5 
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I was despatched with a small party to reconnoitre 
a large house and store to the eastward of the 
creek, which had escaped our observation on our 
former visit. On approaching the mansion, which 
had a respectable appearance, I was met by an 
acquaintance, the mother of the yeomen whom I 
have before mentioned as having fired at me, and 

*' I passed through Chaptico shortly after the enemy left it, 
and I am sorry to say that their conduct would have disgraced 
caonibals. The house was torn to pieces : the well which 
aflforded water for the inhabitants was filled up, and what is still 
worse, the church and the ashes of the dead shared an equally 
bad or worse fate. Will you believe me when I tell you that 
the sunken graves were converted into barbecue holes ! the re- 
maining glass of the church windows broken, the communion- 
table used as a dinner-table, and then broken to pieces ! Bad as 
the above may appear, it dwindles into insignificance when com- 
pared with what follows. The vault was entered, and the remains 
of the dead disturbed. Yesj my friend, the winding-sheet-was 
torn from the body of a lady of the first respectability, and the 
whole contents of the vault entirely deranged ! The above facts 
were witnessed by hundreds as well as myself, and I am happy 
to say that but one sentiment pervaded our army. • » ♦ 
I immediately showed it to General Philip Stuart, lately com- 
manding the troops at that place, who read and declared it 
strictly true, that Cockbum was at the head of it ; that they 
also destroyed the organs ; that Judge Key's lady, who had 
been last put into the vault, was the person alluded to ; that her 
winding-sheet was torn to pieces, and her person wantonly expo- 
sed ; and that his men were exasperated to desperation by his 
conduct. You will publish this. *• Yours, &c. 

" October 19th, 1814. Robert Wright. 

" N.B. I hope every American printer will also publish 
it.— R. W." 
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whose' property I had spared from the flames at her 
intercession. I was received more cordially than I 
had any right to expect: perhaps policy dictated the 
welcome. She told me that, in consequence of her 
late disaster, she had taken up^ her residence with 
her son-in-law Captain Scott, the proprietor of the 
house and grounds around, believing that by this 

** Worse and Worse. 
** The Boston Patriot, noticing this brutal transaction, adds. 
The above facts detailed by Governor Wright were confirmed by 
General Philip Stuart, who lately commanded the American 
troops at that place, who declared the statement to be every way 
correct. But this, horrible as it was, was nothing to what 
followed. We are authorised to state that General Stuart 
informed a member of the Senate of the United States, that the 
British officers stripped young ladies entirely naked, 
and obliged them to stand before them in that condition for an 
hour and a half, when they, the British officers, at length per- 
mitted these distressed females again to clothe themselves." 

The worthy governor and gallant general, it would appear, 
were gifted with ubiquity. The foregoing literary morceaux are 
likevrise recorded in Nile's Register, vol. vii. page 136, and 
Brannan*s " Official Letters," page 449. 

In no instance did General Stuart, or His Excellency, attempt 
to meet the invaders of their country. Finding themselves 
inadequate in ability or courage to cope with the Rear-admiral 
on the field of honour, they have proved themselves pre- 
eminent in that of ridiculous vituperation. 

It is from such sources that foreign writers on America have 
too frequently drawn their conclusions, and I may add in the 
words of Governor Wright, " Will you believe me when I tell 
you" that the sons of our own soil have given materials of the 
like nature from the same fountain-head to the English public 
as facts. 
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change she would be at least secured from our 
visits ; but she added with a sigh, " It is all of 
no use, I cannot avoid you, and all I dare to hope 
is, that you will not suffer any injury to be 
offered to my son-in-law or his family.'*' I felt 
sincerely grieved for the misfortunes of the mother, 
brought upon her by the folly of her sons, and 
could I have been instrumental in returning them 
to their home, I should gladly have done it, but 
the power rested not with me. I however com- 
forted her greatly by the assurance of their con- 
tinued good health. 

I was hospitably entertained, and so far gained 
upon her confidence that the old lady told me her 
son-in-law and his friends, who belonged to the 
militia, were in the vicinity, but, fearing they might 
be made prisoners, had secreted themselves; on my 
promise, however, not to molest them, she would 
give the signal for their return. The promise was 
readily given, and the shrill whistle of a negro, 
repeated thrice, soon brought Captain Scott and 
his companions forward. My namesake, the Cap- 
tain, I recognised as having met in the neighbour- 
hood of the Patuxent ; he had also rendered me 
personal service. While lying in that river, I 
had been despatched alone with a flag of truce 
to the enemy'^s advanced posts, when I encoun- 
tered him, and was conducted to their head- 
quarters. He protected me on my return. from 
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the desperate valour of one of his coiintrymeii. 
My unarmed appearance, with the emblem of 
truce in my hand, walking in friendly converse 
with his officer, presented an opportunity suffici- 
ently inviting to authorize this fire-eater to thrust 
a loaded pistol in my face, with the amiable in- 
tention of despatching me to the other world ; 
but my conductor instantly pushed it on one 
side, with a remark that caused its being un- 
cocked and consigned to the valorous horseman^s 
holsters. I must do the mistaken man the justice 
to say that he appeared thoroughly ashamed and 
crest-fallen at the appropriate rebuke bestowed 
upon him. 

With a letter, and abundance of messages, for 
the unlucky wights our prisoners, I took my leave 
of the Captain and his comrades, who escorted me 
to our boats. On reaching the Albion she again 
got under weigh, and proceeded off the Yocomico 
river, where we anchored. At this spot the Ad- 
miral understood that the enemy was collected in 
great force : the boats were got ready, the batta- 
lion of marines and seamen embarked, an(" 
midnight we left the ships. I believe it wai 
Admiral'^s intention to have reached our dea 
tion before daylight, but the distance was 
great, and at the dawn of day we found ours 
little more than a long shot fi'om the shore. 
Admiral in his gig was far ahead of the 
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accompanied by myself in the barge, when the 
enemy opened their fire of field-pieces upon him. 
This was the signal for the boats astern to give 
way with redoubled energy. Before I could get 
alongside of the gig to ask if I should pull in at 
once and land, a second salute was discharged. 
" Certainly, S— , give way, give way.'* There 
needed no other stimulus to the excellent crew 
I commanded than the Admiral''s orders, and the 
oars bent almost double beneath their lusty 
strokes, sending the boat with rushing impetus 
through the water. The men's cutlasses had not 
been distributed, and were lying in a heap at my 
feet in the stem sheets of the barge ; I was em- 
ployed in handing them forward, when a round 
shot came in over the bow of the boat, and re- 
gularly enfiladed us, taking off the poor marine's 
head that sat facing me amidships on the after 
thwart. At that precise instant I was in the act 
of picking up one of the cutlasses, and as I raised 
my head I received in my face part of the poor 
fellow's brains. Such was my escape on this oc- 
casion. Who shall presume to affirm that every 
bullet has not its billet ? " Hurrah, my lads ! 
stretch out — hurrah ! hurrah !" was repeated by 
the crew, and an extra tug at the oars evinced 
their anxiety to come to close quarters, when 
another murderous shot deprived two of my fel* 
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lows of their limbs. '' Give way, my nobles !"" 
exclaimed the strokesman ; " d — n me, Mr. Jo- 
nathan, if I don't pay you off for this, you long- 
legged beggars ! we'll be with you in a jiffy."" 
But a spit of sand on which we grounded pre- 
vented for the moment the fulfilment of this 
threat. 

To jump overboard and launch the boat over 
was the work of only a few minutes, but the de- 
lay appeared to give fatal animation to the ene- 
my's fire and the accuracy of his aim; two more of 
my brave crew were sent to their long homes, and 
the same number- severely wounded. The other 
boats, keeping more to the left, avoided my mis- 
hap, and took off the enemy's attention from us. 
Lieutenant Lewis got the start of me, and, dashing 
in upon the foe under a heavy fire of musketry, 
scarcely allowed them time to limber up and 
scamper off with the guns into the interior. We 
were close upon their heels, and continued the 
chase, occasionally getting sight of our enei^y as 
they mounted the hills. The view halloo sent forth 
from time to time with an animating cry, gave 
fresh vigour and spirits to our nearly exhausted 
party, who began to feel the effects of carrying 
such a heavy press of sail under so broiling a sun. 
We were urged on by the hope of success, al- 
though the chase was lost sight of, and the tracks 
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of the guns alone continued to guide our course. 
We were nearly fagged to death, when our exertions 
were promised a final reward, by discovering that 
the enemy had quitted the road. Following up the 
track through the woods, we caught a glimpse of 
the Americans ; we had pursued them ten miles, 
and had regularly run the horses of the stemmost 
gun to a stand-still. The sudden general burst 
and rush forward scarcely allowed Jonathan time 
to unyoke the jaded beasts from the piece before 
we got possession of it. Lewis and myself con- 
trived to provide ammunition for the captured 
field-piece, (for Yankeedoodle had managed to 
make away with his own en route^) by taking a 
certain number of musket-cartridges from each 
man, the balls of which tied up in a handkerchief 
formed very good grape. Thus prepared we yoked 
on, and drew the gun down towards the beach. 
On regaining the high road we encountered Admiral 
Cockbum, who was moving up to our support at the 
head of the marine battalion five hundred strong. 
The commendations bestowed upon our exertions, 
and the evident satisfaction he felt at the capture^ 
more than repaid us for the severe toil we had un- 
dergone. Information had been gained that we 
were in the immediate neighbourhood of a large 
depot of military stores for the Virginia militia ; 
upon this intelligence being communicated to the 
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Admiral, * lie determined on proceeding thither, 
Mid, again feeing round, we marched off for the 
place. It was found to contain several buildings 
filled with every description of warlike stores ; as 
it was impossible to convey them away, a train of 
gunpowder was laid among those most easily ig- 
nited, and the flash of a pistol set the whole in a 
blaze. Having witnessed their complete destruc- 
tion, the Admiral again moved down towards the 
boats. We had not left the spot half-a-mile be- 
hind us when a heavy explosion took place, doubt- 
less from some large store of powder that had 
escaped our observation. 

We had proceeded nearly half way, to a spot 
wh^e the road suddenly turned and led by the 
side of a wood on our left ; the angle was formed 
by a perpendicular rock which rose about thirty 
feet high, but which gradually shelving down on the 
opposite side formed a small triangular enclosure. 
I had been sent in advance with Lieutenant - 
Lewis, and, on turning the comer of the rock, a 
party of mounted American officers were observed 
crossing the road not more than fifty yards before 
us ; they entered the enclosure I have described 
at a hand gallop, and were ascending the rock 
which commanded a full view of the road (by which 
we were advancing) to reconnoitre. We instantly 
pushed forward to the gateway by which they 
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entered, and cut off their retreat ; they were thus 
completely entrapped, for a deep descent on the 
other side hidden from our view, and some high 
and thick brushwood of which we were not aware 
at the moment, prevented all escape. They were 
called upon to surrender, but not paying attention 
to the summons, and as they were evidently en- 
deavouring to elude us, three of the marines fired, 
and brought down the general and his son, who 
was also his aid-de-camp ; the other threw himself 
off. The horses were caught, and a short hurried 
search in the brushwood that covered the brow of 
the declivity proving fruitless, we hastened back, 
to the Admiral with our captured cavalry. He 
speedily mounted the generaPs horse and com- 
menced a keen reconnoitre. To the left, beyond 
a broad plantation belt, which ran parallel with 
the road, a body of cavalry was discovered and a 
strong force of infantry drawn up in line, amount- 
ing altogether to three or four thousand men, un- 
der the command of General Taylor, whom we 
had already wounded and unhorsed : he, however, 
remained perdu among the thick underwood,* 
and I presume the next in command, not aware of 
the untoward fall of his chief, was waiting his re- 
appearance. 

• This appeared in the American papers, from the General's 
own account. 



Digitized 



by Google 



A NAVAL LIFE. 259 

The Admirars arrangements were promptly 
made : the wood was taken possession of, and our 
captured field-piece brought up and placed in a 
position under cover of the thick wood flanking 
the enemy's line. Under the friendly cover of 
this wood the main body of our troops was formed. 
The light bobs having reached their allotted post, 
the Admiral ordered the advance : at the first 
discharge of our tirailleurs, the cavalry bolted at full 
tilt helter-skelter among their comrades the infan- 
try ; the field-piece began playing upon them very 
prettily at the same time, and, deprived of their 
generaPs guidance, they wavered and staggered like 
a vessel in a weather tide way. The battalion of 
marines wheeled round the comer of the wood, and 
advancing upon the foe in treble-quick time, filled 
up the measure of their discreet resolves ; and 
they took to their heels like a herd of antelopes. 
If we had mustered but a single troop of dragoons, 
the greater part -of the enemy would have been 
made prisoners, and the whole of his artillery 
• captured, the drivers of the guns galloping oflT 
with them without even allowing their artillery- 
men time to give us their contents. There could 
not have been a more completely ridiculous rout : 
" Sauve qui peuf appeared the watch-word. 
They were indebted to their long legs and our 
previous march for escaping so easily. 
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Had the enemy's general extended his line 
through the wood and across the road, his left 
flank would have been completely protected by 
the deep ravine ; a couple of field-pieces on the 
rock would have enfiladed our advance, and with 
a little firmness nothing could have saved us from 
experiencing a heavy loss. The Admiral saw the 
advantages thus thrown away, and lost not a mo- 
ment in turning them against the enemy. By this 
means he defeated him, and opened a passage for 
himself in the face of a fearfully superior force 
without the loss of a single man killed or wounded.* 

* *• We learn that dispatches were yesterday received from 
General Hungerford, dated near Kinsale, Aug. 5, stating that 
the enemy on the Srd landed from several tenders and about 
twenty barges at Monday's P(nnt, where they were gallantly met 
by Captain Henderson of the Northumberland Militia, who dis- 
puted the ground until he had expended all his ammunition, and 
then retired with his field-piece. The enemy pursued to Cap- 
tain H.'s house, which they burned, with every other on their 
way, committing every kind of depredation. In an attack on 
Kinsale, Westmoreland County, a barge's crew of the enemy 
suffered considerably in an affair with Lieutenant Crabbe's de- 
tachment of artillery. We had an officer and one man severely 
wounded by a discharge of grape from the barge." — Nile's Re- 
gister, vol. vi. page 416. 

It is to be lamented that the dispatches here spoken of do not 
appear ever to have been made public. The large military depdt 
we destroyed is here described as Captain Henderson's house. 
Query, was Captain Henderson storekeeper of the depot ? The 
military details and achievements of the gallant General with the 
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The thennometer ranging from eighty-four to 
ninety degrees, my readers will not be surprised 
at learning that we were greatly overcome before we 
reached the beach ; numbers threw themselves on 
the groimd, declaring they were incapable of 
moving one step farther. Admiral Cockbum had 
dismounted after the flight of the enemy, and his 
aid-de-camp was fain to follow his example, al- 
though I confess I was scarcely able to keep on 
my legs. It was indispensably necessary to push 
forward for the execution of the Rear-admiral's 
schemes in perspective for that afternoon, and 
prevent the dispersed and discomfited enemy's 
troops from rallying to the defence of Kinsale. 
Addressing the brave fellows who lay stretched 
on the ground in an encouraging tone, he said, 
" What ! Englishmen tired with a fine morning's 
walk like this : here, give me your musket ; here, 
your's, my man ; your Admiral will carry them 
for you."" Making over a couple to his aid-de- 
camp, he placed one on each of his own shoulders, 
and thus doubly armed we marched down. I 
thought I must have succumbed undea* this addi- 
tional load, but it had the desired eflfect of rousing 

whole assembled militia of Virginia, Spottsylvania, &c. are left 
to the imagination of his countrymen and the world at large, 
tSie Government doubtless considering the publication of them 
as a work of supererogation. 
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the men afresh, and, headed by their chfef, we 
reached the boats without one man missing. 

After a refreshing rest of two hours, and a good 
dinner and breakfast in one, (for we had not 
broken our fast,) the Admiral proceeded with his 
forces to Kinsale. Here we found the enemy 
strongly posted upon the heights, confident in the 
security afforded by two batteries, and a block- 
house, commanding the only spot upon which we 
could land to attack them. After reconnoitring 
the position in his gig, he ordered the launches 
with their carronades, and the rocket-boats, to en^ 
deavour to drive the enemy from their fortified 
situation, while the remainder of the boats, with 
the battalion of marines in line, were a short dis- 
tance in the rear, ready to push on shore at the 
first favourable moment. The Americans seemed 
determined to stand their ground, and our chief 
began to be a little impatient at the inefficiency 
of our cannonade to dislodge them. The rockets 
were thrown rather wide of their mark, and row- 
ing alongside the rocket-boat under the superin- 
tendence of the gunner, he desired me to jump 
in and see what I could make of it. The slide 
in which they were laid contained two of these 
destructive missiles, carrying spherical shells in- 
stead of combustible matter. By great good 
luck (for they were a very uncertain weapon), 
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on the first flight I let off, one of them fell directly 
into the centre of the block -house, and the 
other alighted in one of the batteries under it. 
The Admiral, rising up in his gig, exclaimed 
" Bravo ! bravo ! well done ! capital r and in- 
stantly the enemy was perceived escaping from 
the strong-hold, tumbling over each other in 
double-quick time. " Pull close in, launches — 
pull away, — fire grape only! — forward, ma- 
rines r and waving for the remainder of the 
boats, our gallant leader headed the attack, 
and got possession of the batteries before the 
enemy could recover from the panic occasioned 
by the rockets. The moment the marines 
landed, the heights were carried, and the enemy, 
perceiving our men on even ground, gave a 
harmless volley and again retreated in the utmost 
conftision. General Hungerford being totally un- 
able to retard the flying movement ; eight of 
their dead were left on the ground. It 
was so rapid an affair, that only five Americans 
were made prisoners. The marine artillery were, 
with their howitzers and field-pieces, placed in 
position to defend the town from any sudden 
attack as night drew on, though the enemy, 
in his own opinion, had done quite enough 
to satisfy his honour for one day, and therefore 
left us perfectly undisturbed and in quiet pos- 
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session. The merchandise and stores were ship- 
ped; two old schooners and the block-house 
were burned, and the * two batteries destroyed; 
five other schooners were loaded with the spoils 
from the storehouses, and we re-embarked with 
the seamen and marines, and reached the Albion 
at two o''clock the following morning. The Loire 
suffered some loss in her boats, which were al- 
ways foremost in vying with their brethren to 
obtain the post of honour. Few can form an 
adequate idea of the immense fatigue of that 
day'*s expedition, prosecuted the greater part of 
the time under the rays of a scorching sun, per- 
formed with a cheerfulness and alacrity highly 
creditable to the men and deeply gratifying to 
their leader. The forces brought against us con- 
sisted of the whole of the Virginian militia, 
imder the command of Generals Hungerford and 
Taylor.* 

* " Cockburn was at Kinsale, and sanctioned the burning of 
about thirty houses; he is said to have had some negroes in 
British uniform. 

** On some occasions they have proceeded in considerable 
force several miles in the country ; their return is marked by 
streams of fire, houses, wheat-stacks, &c. The usual trade in 
negroes is continued, and they have also carried off several un- 
armed persons. In those late affairs we have lost only one 
man, but a good many of the incendiaries have been killed. So 
wanton are their depredations, that the Virginians will be roused 
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On the 6th we dropped down abreast of Coar 
river ; and on the 7th, before day-break, we were 
en route for the enemy's position, defended by 
a battery. After a sharp fire, they as usual 
retreated, on perceiving the Admiral's determi- 
nation to close. On this occasion the enemy's 
artillery were provided with better horses, so that 
no chance remained of overtaking them : the de- 

tu a war of extermination. Th^ are making great exertions, and 
have no party among them but one, which is manfully to oppose 
the enemy." — Nile's Register, vol. vi. page 431. 

It is a matter of surprise, if the citizens of the United States 
actually gave credence to these lamentable accounts of bar* 
barism, that they did not inquire of Generals Hungerford and 
Taylor their reasons for not putting a stop to such incursions 
with the large force under the orders of these officers* Perhaps 
it may be as well to mention here, that on every batch of slaves 
making their escape and Jtaking refuge on board our ships, the 
charge of trafficking with these poor wretches, and selling them 
for prize-money, was affixed upon the Admiral, and reiterated 
from one end of the Union to the other. The moving tales of 
horror circulated of the barbarous mode in which we tore these 
helpless victims to our love of lucre from the arms of their 
wives and families, would have formed some of the most forcible 
appeals to the tender sympathies of the Anti-slavery Society 
Ihat perhaps were ever laid before them. American sensibility 
and love of liberty were outraged by this cruel conduct towards 
their slave population. But let us " give the devil his due;" 
the American diplomatists, after the treaty of peace, with the aid 
of the Emperor of Russia, managed, by some means, to make 
John Bull pay the full value for all tlie slaves that came over to 
us during the war. 

VOL. III. N 
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struction of the battery, the capture of three 
schooners, and a quantity of tobacco, were the 
sole trophies of this day. It was the same even- 
ing, viz. August 7th, on leaving the shore, that 
the Admiral was met by Captains Edmund Pal- 
mer and Sir Peter Parker in their gigs, to 
report the arrival of their ships, the Hebrus and 
Menelaus.* 

* A very pathetic story, possibly based cm this day's qwfa- 
tions, has lately been given to the world by the o&cet noticed 
in the Introduction, then a midshipman on board the MeneUus. 
In that story, three imaginary females, described as "lovely 
beyond their sex's loveliness,*' are made to perform a very con* 
spicuous part, by no means redounding to the honour or hu- 
manity of our distinguished leader. I should rest contented 
with the public denial I have already given to the Author's 
statement of these operations in the United Service JoumaJ, 
had he not, with equal bad taste and feeling, continued his nn* 
pardonable and wilful errors in a second edition of the same 
work. To Captaun Robert Ramsay, R.N.C.B. (who always 
commanded a division of boats and men when landed under the 
Rear-admiral, in every attack that was made upon the enemy 
in the Potomac, W^ashington, and Baltimore, and whose services 
were rewarded by his promotion to post rank and an honorary 
distinction) I am indebted for recalling my mennoiy to the fol- 
lowing fact. It was about this time that a house was discovered 
with a considerable quantity of fire-arms (not fowling-pieces, or 
rifles, but honajide military muskets.) The circumstance was 
reported to Rear-admiral Cockbum, and the house would, in 
all probability, have been consigned to the flames as a military 
depot, had it not been at the same time represented as the resi- 
dence of two women, neither of whom were " lovely beyond 
their sex's loveliness." The Rear-admiral issued strict orders 
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On the 11th we again weigheTd, and proceeded 
off St. Mary's, where we brought up. Early the 
following morning, the Admiral proceeded up 
St. Mary's creek with the armed boats and 
marines, and landed in several places without 
opposition, or obtaining a glimpse of the enemy : 
the whole returned on board the same evening.* 

that the habitation should remain uninjured, and the fire-arms 
alone be destroyed. Captain Robert Ramsay was the officer who 
received, and executed, this order. 

* The author just alluded to states that in an incursion up St. 
Mary's much distress was occasioned to the poor people belong- 
ing to a factory, in consequence of its having been destroyed by our 
forces. I certainly do not recollect such an occurrence ; but, as 
the American writers were not apt to allow such an event to pass 
unnoticed, I will here add an extract from Nile's Register, 
vol. vi. page 431. Point Look-out is in the immediate vicinity of 
the said factoiy. 

** We are glad to see some hope of amendment held out in 
a letter from Point Look-out, dated August 14th, which 
says, that on the Thursday preceding, a large party [1000] 
had landed, and though Cockbum was present, that they 
passed through a considerable distance of country, nay, by a 
factory, without burning one house, quietly gathering up the 
poultry and stock, and leaving some small sums in excuse of 
payment." 

The Norfolk Herald, Virginia, states, 

" To take cattle or other stock would be consistent with the 
usage of civilized war." 

The American historians differ in opinion with the editor of 
the Norfolk Herald. — ^They stigmatise supplying ourselves with 
stock, &c. though paid for, as a *' species of unwarrantable 
plunder. 

n2 
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CHAPTER X. 

Sir Alexander' Cochrane joins company in the Tonnant— Ter- 
mination of the operations in the Potomac — Calumnies of 
the American press — Plan for the capture of Washington — 
Seizure of horses — Jack a jockey — Landlhe troops — Meeting 
of General Ross and the Kear-admiral — Attack the Enemy "s 
flotilla— Conflagration of the Scorpion and other vessels- 
Reconnoitring — The Admiral proceeds to Uj^r Marlbo- 
rough — Mission to the Commander-in-chief— My instruc- 
tions — A consultation — ^The army marches for the capital of 
the United States— Incidents in the route — Afiair at Bla- 
djensburg— Capture of Commodore Barney— -Anecdote. 

Having found some good water on St. 
George'^s Island, the squadron replenished their 
stock. On the 14th, the Commander-in-chief, 
Sir Alexander Cochrane, joined company in 
the Tonnant, accompanied by the Sea-horse, 
and two . transports. On the 15th, another 
reconnoissance was made up St. M&ry's by the 
Rear-admiral, accompanied by General Ross, but 
with the same result as the preceding visit. Here 
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ended the operations in the Potomac under the 
immediate superintendence of Rear-admiral Cock- 
bum. It is worthy of remark that, during the 
whole period of the foregoing laborious operations, 
not one seaman or marine was missing.* The 
enemy, who prided himself on his skill in bush- 
fighting, was completely foiled in this his favourite 
mode of war&re, and had the candour to confess 
it. In all our excursions, flanking parties were 
thrown into the woods, which disconcerted their 
ambushing schemes, and rendered their rifles of 
little avail. In the woods all our movements 
were regulated by the bugle, the notes of which 
appeared to have as great an effect upon the enemy 
as if a battery of cannon had been opened upon 
him ; to make use of a favourite American ex- 
pression touching the said bugles, — " they were 
mightily scaring, I guess."" 

The battalion of marines and marine artillery, 
under the judicious discipline of that excellent 
soldier Major Lewis, formed perhaps as efficient 
a corps as any belonging to His Majesty^s service. 

• Mr. Fisk, of Vermont, actually introduced a motion in the 
House of Representatives, proposing, *' That the committee on 
public lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
giving to each deseiter from the British army during the present 
war, one hundred acres of the public lands, such deserter actu- 
ally settling on the same.'^— National Intelligencer, September 
28th, 1814. 
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The genenl services of the whole of that distin- 
gaished bod j of men, under every circimistance of 
difficulty and danger, cannot be too highly appre- 
ciated. Unfortunately, the members composing 
it, have not been overstocked with interest at head- 
quarters, or we may suppose some means would 
have been devised to mitigate the disappointment 
and hardship attendant on the protracted {»o- 
motion of its meritorious officers. 

The American press teemed with accounts of 
the atrocities eonmiitted by us in the operations 
herein related; we were charged with crimes dis- 
graceftil to humanity. The National Intelli- 
gencer took the lead in these fabrications; they 
were again prqwigated by lesser scribes with con- 
siderable embelUshm^its, according to the writ^^s 
&ncy, or the strength of his inimical feelings 
towards the English nation. The calumjiy ran 
like wild-fire through the Union, until the origi- 
nal text was absolutely lost in a monstrous heap 
of absurdity, and which, increasing in its descent 
like the avalanche o£ the Alps, at length toppled 
over from its own enormity, burying in its fall the 
modicum of truth and the mass of fiction in one 
common bottom. Well might the editor of the 
National Intelligencer look aghast at the bantling 
of his heated and creative fancy. 

It was, no doubt, a part of the policy of the 
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goyemment to excite the aingry feelings of their 
countrymen, and by so doing ensure their cordial 
co-operation in raising the large forces abeady 
ordered by the President.* Such denunciations 
issuing &bm a foiled and defeated enemy, may be 
justly considered as the best criterion of his 
opinion of the activity of his adversaries, and may 
by them be fiurly regarded in the light of praise. 

The whole of these vigorous measures . were 
carried on for the express purpose of misleading 
the enemyf as to the true and ultimate point of 
attack ; harassing the troops, and destroying the 
different depots of military stores collected in 
Virginia and Maryland to clothe and aim the 
forces intended for the protection of the capital. 
By these means valuable in&rmation was gained 

• 15,000 of the 93,500 men demanded by the President were 
to be supplied by the tenth district in the vicinity of the metro- 
polis, for the protection of the capital. 

t Not as has been erroneously stated by the author before al- 
luded to, " as a species of revenge ordered to be acted upon in 
consequence of the late aggressipns having been practised by the 
Americans in the Canadas/' I have ah«ady clearly pointed 
out in page 235, that had revenge been our object, the means 
were amply afforded us of carrying it to a fearful extent. 

Vice-admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane's letter to Mr. Munro, 
threatening retaliation, was not written till the 18th of August, 
1814, and answered on the 6th of Sept. ; and, as' is well known, 
was never acted upon. The policy of forwarding such a com* 
munication may be fairly doubted. It forms the key-stone of the 
arch upon which the Americans boldly support a mass of fiction. 
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of their resources, and the character of the troops 
likely to be brought in contact with the forthco- 
ming expedition was ascertained. Independently 
of the severe loss inflicted upon the Americans by 
these proceedings, they had the effect of damping 
the spirit of the militia, and of showing them how 
completely they were in our power, by being vul- 
nerable upon any point where we chose to attack 
them. 

A plan was, I believe, submitted to the Com- 
mander-in-chief by the Rear-admiral for the cap- 
ture of Washington, notwithstanding the disap- 
pointment of the latter at finding only four, instead 
of twenty thousand men, were destined for the 
Chesapeake. The attempt was to be masked by 
an attack upon Bamey'^s flotilla, which had taken 
shelter at the head of the Patuxent river. On 
the 16th of August, Rear-admiral Malcolm arri- 
ved with the transports, on board of which the 
troops were embarked, consisting of the fourth, 
twenty-first, forty-fourth, and eighty-fifth regi- 
ments of infantry. The whole fleet immediately 
shaped their course for the Patuxent, which they 
entered on the following day, and having pro- 
ceeded within a few miles of Benedict, the whole 
force commenced disembarking at the latter town 
on the 19th. 

Rey-admiral Cockbum had directed me to 
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land on the left bank of the river, to obtain, if 
possible, a supply of horses for the officers and 
artillery. I came upon a farm, which the pro- 
prietor had abandoned, better stocked than usual 
with these useful quadrupeds, but all young, and 
apparently never broken in. They were as wild as 
deer; but, having finally succeeded in driving 
them into the farm-yard, and thence into a sta- 
ble, by the assistance of gaskets, converted into 
halters, we secured them ; but so full of fire and 
spirit were the animals that they threatened to 
overcome our endeavours in embarking them. 
Finding I was losing time, I adopted a summary 
mode of rendering them obedient. Much to the 
delight of the Jacks, I ordered them to mount the 
unruly nags, and, having taken a half hitch with 
the gasket on the lower jaws of the animals, they 
vaulted on their backs to the number of twenty. 
The farm-yard gate was then thrown open, and 
helter-skelter went the whole troop, kicking and 
flinging to get rid of their riders, who balked all 
their efibrts by the tenacity with which they clung, 
like so many cats, to their naked backs. Jabk 
cracked on all sail, and round and round the large 
enclosure they whirled at full gallop in an ecstasy 
of delight. In little less than half an hour they 
. were completely tractable, and without any diffi- 
culty I embarked the poor brutes. It is a sin- 
n5 
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gular fact, that not one of the riders was unshipped, 
though I finnly believe it was the first time they 
had ever bestrode a horse. 

On the 20th the whole of the troops were 
landed, including the battalion of marines; and 
Rear-admiral Cockbum, with the boats of the 
squadron and the smaller tenders, accompanied by 
the marines of the ships, began to ascend the 
Patuxent, keeping on the right flank of our army-* 

• The American forces are thus enumerated as ready to meet 
the attack on Washington. 

*< Without saying ^y thing that can be useful to the enemy, 
the following may be useful to our friends : — 

" The Baltimore City Brigade consists of one full regiment of 
artiUery, (besides the marine artillery, two hundred strong,) with 
from seventy to ninety pieces of cannon on travelling carriages ; 
one company of horse artillery, one regiment of cavalry, one bat- 
talion of riflemen, and five regiments of infantiy, found with adl 
needful munitions, and the greater part well disciplined. Ad- 
jacent to the city a b0dy of hardy fellows from the interior, 2000 
strong, is encamped. A camp of 3000 militia is to be im- 
mediately formed at Bladensburg. The district of Columbia has 
about 2000 men well organized -, militia, artillerymen, rifle- 
men, and infantry, and the regular force, marines, &c. at that 

place amount to men. The 36th and 2nd battalion of the 

38th United States In^try, with the force under Commodore 

Barney, strong, in the neighbourhood. Arrangements have 

been made to call out 5000 Pennsylvanians at a moment's no- 
tice, and through the indefatigable exertions of General Winder, 
who receives all possible assistance frt>m the Government, this 
force can be directly collected at any required point between the 
two places. We cannot be attacked suddenly ; we must have 
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I accompanied the Rear-admiral in my old post as 
his aid-de-camp. On the 21st we reached Lower 
Marlborough, where General Ross and the Reap- 
admiral met. After a rest of some hours the 
army was again put in motion for Nottingham, 
while the Rear-admiral pushed on with the boats 
for the same destination. Here we got sight, for 
the iSrst time, of some of the enemy's cavalry, 

sevend days' notice of a force likely to make an impression ; and 
though Mr, Madison's capital may be threatened, or the de- 
straction of Baltimore talked of, we guess they will not be burned 
at present. Besides these, the mititia of our own neighbourhood, 
of Baltimore, Harford, and Anne Arundel counties, &c. would 
swell the entire force to an amount needful for any emergency, 
and we have powder and ball, muskets, and prepared ammu- 
nition enough (if properly managed), to kill all the Englishmen 
in or coming to America." — Nile'^ Register, vol. vi. page 408. 

" General Orders. 
'* Adjutant-General's Office, Head-Quarters, Military District 
No. 10, Washington City, August20, 1813. 
" Soldiers ! the enemy threaten the capital of your country, 
and are now pressing towards it with a force which will require 
every man to do his duty, without regard to sacrifices and pri- 
vatiotis. The zeal and promptitude evinced by those in the field, 
with the reinforcements which are rapidly pressing to your aid, 
afford the fairest promise that the enemy will receive the just 
chastisement of his temerity. Besides those legally called to the 
honourable and glorious task of defending from iusult and devas- 
tation the capital of your country, hallowed by the venerated 
name of Washington, thousands, animated by the warmest zeal 
for the honour, liberty, and independence of their country, will 
voluntarily flock to its standard, and teach our haughty foe that 
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who opened out a fire upon our leading boats, but 
went off at a rapid pace on discovering the ad- 
vance of our troops. The last-named town was 
made the head-quarters for the night, and the 
tenders and boats anchored off it. As soon as 
day dawned, army and navy were in motion. On 
reaching Pig Point the marines of the squadron 
were landed, under the command of the senior 
officer, Captain Robyns, for the purpose of routing 
out any of the enemy'*s troops that might be star 
tioned on the banks for the protection of the 

freemen are never unprepared to expel from their soil the insolent 
foot of the invader. 

* ** Let no man aUow his private opinion, his prejudices, or ca- 
prices in favour of this or that particular arm or weapon of an- 
noyance, be a pretended excuse for deserting nis post, but seizing 
on those which can be furnish^ l^p, or he can command him- 
self, resolutely encounter the enemy, and prove that the bravery 
of freemen fighting for their families, their liberty, their country, 
can render every weapon formidable. 

" Let obedience and alacrity in discharge of the duties re- 
quired, however irksome or painful, prove their title to the appel- 
lation of defenders -of their country. 

** By Order of the General Commanding, 

" R. G. HiTE." 

Nile's Register, vol. vi. page 441. 

• "To the Citizens of Washington. 

*' The whole body of the militia of this district having marched 
to meet the enemy," &c. 

In giving these extracts, I merely wish to show that the enemy 
were perfectly prepared to receive us. 
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enemy'^s flotUla, some of whose mast-heads were 
seen above the Point. The river had now dwin- 
dled to a small stream. As we advanced, Commo- 
dore Baraey''s broad pendant was discovered flying 
on board the Scorpion, and the whole of the gun- 
boats in a line above her, with their ensigns and 
pendants fluttering in the breeze. Here, then, 
was^the boasted flotilla ; we had brought them to 
bay, and in a few minutes we should see what 
they were made of. The Admiral, dashing on in 
his gig, led the attack. On closing with the Com- 
modore, the silence of his guns, and a smoke is- 
suing from the sloop, at once made known what 
was to follow : the order to lie on their oars was 
immediately given to the boats, and in a few 
minutes the Scorpion, like the venomous insect 
she was named after, unable to wound her enemies, 
turned the sting of death upon herself, and ex- 
ploding, blew stars, stripes, broad pendant and 
herself, into a thousand atoms. Each of her con- 
sorts went off in a like manner, nearly in succes- 
sion, the last of which, being the magazine-vessel, 
almost cracked the drums of our ears.* It was a 

• Extract of a letter from Commodore Barney to Mr. Plea- 
sants, dated Baltimore, Oct. 30th, 1814. 

•* For it is well known, when oiders were given to blow up the 
flotilla, that the enemy were firing upon them from forty barges 
with cannon and rockets. So far from being able to get • farther 
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grand sight ; one vast column of flame appeared 
to ascend and lose itself in the clouds ; from the 
summit of the evanescent flash issued a bla<^ 
floating mass of smoke, which, quickly unfolding 
itself in curling wreaths, gradually but quickly 
obscured the heavens fix>m our view. Out of the 
seventeen vessels composing Commodore Bamey^s 
force, one alone escaped the conflagration, which 
fell into our hands. The American chief pre- 
ferred abandoning his charge, to the risk of trying 
the fortune of war at close quarters. Thirteen 
merchant vessels were found lying above the flo- 
tilla ; some were burned, and the others sent to 
Pig Point. The banks of the river abreast the 
merchant vessels were very high, and studded 
with bushes. The Rear-admiral had landed me 
from his gig for the purpose of reconnoitring ; I 
had attained the highest ridge, and was passing 
some bushes, when a shot whizzed past my ear 
from the opposite side of the bush. Nobody 
was visible, but the Admiral calling out, " He 

up the river/ as was said, the vessels were aground, and blown 
up in that situation ; and as to having time to save the baggage, so 
contrary is it to truth, that several of the men were taken priso- 
ners in the act of destroying the flotilla." — Nile's Register, vol. 
vii. page 142. 

It is weU known to every officer and man who accompanied 
the Admiral, that not a single shot or rocket was fired at the 
flotilla. This is error the first of Commodore Barney. 



Digitized 



by Google 



A NAVAL LIFB. 279 

is below you, S — , he is below you,^ I jumped 
down, and found myself within arm's-length of 
an American seaman. His second hostile at- 
tempt upon me was defeated by my securing his 
sword-ann. Seeing him completely in my power. 
Admiral Cockbum called out, ^^ Do not hurt him, 
S — , do not hurt him ;'' and the fellow himself 
loosing the grasp of his weapon and calling for 
quarter at the same time, he was saved from ac- 
quaintance with an excellent piece of cold steel. 

I delivered him over to the coxswain of the 
gig, who had jumped overboard quick as lightning 
to my succour, and arrived by my side just as I 
had disarmed my adversary. The coxswain, con- 
ceiving that firing at me through the hedge was 
by no means according to the laws of fiiir play, 
displayed his anger by laying hold of his pri- 
soner, and, flinging him to the bottom of the slope, 
exclaimed, " I 'U learn you, you beggar, to fire 
at my officer.^ It now appeared that several 
of the crew were stationed along the bank, who 
opened out a fire on the Rear-admiral's gig; 
in a few minutes, however, we made them all pri- 
soners. 

Having secured all the prizes off Pig Point to 
load them with part of the immense stores of 
tobacco found there, the Admiral, early in the 
morning of the 23rd, landed at Mount Calvert, 
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and proceeded to Upper Marlborough to meet 
Major-general Ross. I accompanied him, and 
being mounted upon good horses, we soon reached 
head-quarters, where measures were decided upon 
for immediately attacking Washington. I was 
despatched to the Commander-in-chief with the 
news of the fiotilla^s destruction, and the intended 
descent upon the capital. I had also to request 
that supplies might be ready to meet us on 
our retreat by either of the roads that might 
eventually be fixed upon. Rear-admiral Cock- 
bum directed me to hasten back with all possible 
speed to Upper Marlborough, where a rear-guard 
would be left till my return, and with them I was 
to proceed on to the ground on which the army 
intended to bivouac for the night. The Rear- 
admiral'*s gig conveyed me with rapidity to Sir 
Alexander Cochrane, whom I found on board one 
of the advanced frigates. The captain of the 
fleet was with him in the cabin when I delivered 
the information and message with which I was 
charged. 

A long discussion ensued : the junior oflScer, 
appearing to think the attempt was too rash, 
stated his opinion to that effect; and finally 
JBin order was penned for the Rear-admiral, (in- 
tended of course as a guidance to General Ross 
also,) and handed over to me with directions to 



Digitized 



by Google 



A NAVAL LIFE. 281 

proceed without a moinent^s loss of time to head- 
quarters. 

Before I took my departure, I was desired 
by the Commander-in-chief to open the letter, 
tear off the blank half-sheet, and make my- 
self master of its contents; so that in case of 
falling in with any enemy, before I could reach 
Upper Marlborough, (not an improbable event, 
as I had to traverse some distance by inyself,) and 
any chance existed of being made a prisoner, I 
was to devour it, or do anything to secure it from 
fiJling into the hands of the enemy ; but that, 
should I destroy it under any such impression, 
and still effect a junction with Rear-admiral 
Cockbum, I was so to note its purport as to be 
enabled to communicate the contents to him. I 
carefully perused and reperused the despatch, and 
retaining only the written part, of the sheet, I 
quitted the Commander-in-chief. The orders 
contained in that letter were to the following 
effect : — That under all circumstances the Rear- 
admiral had already effected more than England 
could have expected with the small force under 
his orders ; that he was on no account to proceed 
one mile farther, but, upon the receipt of that 
order, the army was immediately to return to Be- 
nedict to re-embark ; that the ulterior and princi- 
pal objects of the expedition would be risked by 
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an attempt upon the capital with such inadequate 
means ; — and concluded with a reiteration of the 
orders to return inunediately. 

It was late before I reached Marlborough, and 
the conmianding officer of the rear-guard immedi- 
ately set forward. It was very dark, and we had 
some difficulty in finding our way ; before we had 
proceeded far, we fell in with some of the enemy's 
cavalry, who however galloped off without mak- 
ing any attempt to molest us. I was right glad 
when the bivouac fires of our fiiends appeared in 
sight, having for some time previous strongly 
suspected that we were not in the right Toad. The 
army had taken up a position on rather elevated 
ground, in the centre of which, in a shepherd''s 
hut, the General and Admiral had fixed their 
quarters. I did not reach the spot till two 
o'clock in the morning ; I found both of them 
stretched out on their cloaks, enjoying the rest 
which the severe fatigues of the preceding day 
must have rendered so grateful. My arrival broke 
in upon their slumbers, and I delivered my 
open packet to the Admiral ; he read it, and hand^ 
ed it over to General Boss. 

It is not surprising that the latter, who had 
been so lately accustomed to the regular warfare 
carried on in the Peninsula, should have fdt diffi- 
dent in having with so small a force advanced thus 
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far into an enemy's country, or that that diffi- 
dence should be increased upon the receipt of such 
a document as I have detailed. Having perused 
it, he remarked that there was now no other 
alternative than to return. " No,^ replied the 
Admiral, " we cannot do that ; we are too 6r 
advanced to think of a retreat : let us take a turn 
outside, and talk the matter over.'' Both officers 
left the hut. The general's aid-de-camp, the 
quarter-mastei^general, and myself, were at a short 
distance, and could not avoid occasionally hearing 
what passed as they walked to and iro in earnest 
conversation. " If we proceed," said our energe- 
tic commander, " I'll pledge every thing that is 
dear to me as an officer that we shall succeed. 
If we return without striking a blow, it will be 
worse than a defeat-^it will bring a stain upon our 
arms. I know their force— the militia, however 
great their numbers, will not — cannot stand 
against your disciplined troops. It is too late," 
continued the Admiral — " we ought not to have 
advanced — there is now no choice left us. We 
must go on." * 

The consultation lasted till the eastern sky be- 

• The Admiral's advice was ably seconded by Lieutenant 
Evans, (the present Member for Westminster,) the acting 
Qnarter-master-general, an officer whose skill and gallantry were 
powerfully displayed throughout the V^ashington business, and 
subsequent battle at Baltimore. 
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came tinged with the blush of day. The General 
had been apparently much excited, and at this 
moment, striking his hzni against his forehead, he 
exclaimed, " Well, be it so, we will proceed.*" 
Calling his suite to him he quickly gave his 
orders, which they as quickly conveyed to the 
different commanding officers, while I rode off 
with the Admiral's to the n^val brigade. By 
some means a report had flown throughout our 
little army that a retrograde movement was in 
contemplation, and a proportionate sense of disap- 
pointment had crept through its ranks. They 
were standing to their arms when the orders to 
move forward arrived. A low murmuring burst 
of enthusiasm involuntarily escaped from the lips 
of the officers and men, sufficiently indicative of 
the spirit that animated the hearts of the gallant 
band. In less than five minutes the whole army 
were in full march for the capital of the United 
States. 

In our progress, the two senior officers, with 
their suites, were more than once fired at by 
ambushed riflemen. Three or four of these gen- 
tlemen were suddenly discovered above us on a 
high bank, secured by a paling. The acting 
quarter-master-general, who was at a short distance 
in the rear, was the first to observe them, mount- 
ed the bank by the slope leading up to their 
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hiding-place, clapped his spurs into the flanks of 
his charger, and gallantly taking the pales, leaped 
into the thick of them the moment they had fired 
upon us : they instantly threw away their rifles 
and scampered into the brushwood adjoining, 
I think it highly probable that this decisive step 
prevented that deadly aim they would have 
deliberately taken, had they not seen the officer 
in full career approaching them. 

The oppressive heat of th? day was severely 
felt by the men ; they were however refreshed by 
a considerable halt, and about noon we arrived at 
the heights above Bladensburg, from which the 
whole American army were discovered drawn up 
strongly posted in two lines on the opposite side 
of the river, and their artillery so placed as to en- 
filade the bridge which we were obliged to cross 
before we could come to close quarters with them. 
The road led directly through their position from 
the bridge. In addition to the heavy artillery on 
the upper height, a block-house and field-pieces 
on the lower range defended the passage across. 
The enemy had tried the range of their guns, 
had been practising for some hours the previous 
day, and with some justice believed themselves 
secure against any attack. I accompanied the ad- 
vance to the foot of the bridge, where we halted. 
The whole of the American artillery now opened 
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out upon the advanced guard, and caused a fearful 
destruction among our brave fellows ; the survivors 
were instantly ordered to fall back behind the ad- 
joining houses out of the line of fire. This move- 
ment was no soon» perceived by the enemy than 
a deafening round of cheers ran along their lines. 
A gallant soldier of the 85th, a Scotchman, whose 
arm had been shattered by a round-shot, and 
which was still dangling by a fibre to the stump, 
was seating himseli on the steps of a house as the 
clamorous shout was rending the air: he coolly 
exclaimed, ^' Dinna halloo, my fine lads, you^re 
no' yet out of the wood : wait a wee bit, wait ^ wee, 
wie your skirling.'' I cannot forget the poor suf- 
ferer, and deeply regret that I have nev6r seen or 
heard of him since. 

Few minutes elapsed before the 85th regiment 
and the flank companies, headed by Colonel 
Thornton, moved up and wheeling round ap- 
peared on the bridge. This was the signal for 
recommencing with their great guns, accompanied 
by roars of musketry; round, grape, and small 
shot came like a hail-storm. The Colonel dashed 
forward, followed by his gallant regiment, in a 
manner that elicited enthusiastic applause from 
the General and his companion the Rear-admiral, 
who crossed at the same time. The intrepid 
Colonel was within a few paces of the field- 
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pieces and block-house, when his horse was 
knocked from under him by a round shot. As 
the noble animal sank to the ground, his gallant 
rider alighted upon the road, and drawing his 
sabre, still kept the advance, leading on his men 
in a style of devoted and chivalrous bravery that 
may be equalled but never surpassed. The field- 
pieces and block-house were instantly taken pos- 
session of, and the 85th continued their sweeping 
career. Arrived on the crest of the first hill, 
the fire of the whole of the enemy'*s artillery, di- 
rected to this spot, made sad ravages among our 
soldiers. Colonel Thornton was one of the first 
to fell severely .wounded ; he was removed to the 
side of the road, when a shower of grape added 
to his sufferings; his jacket was literally torn 
with shot, nor do I think on inspection it would 
have been deemed possible for the wearer to 
have survived such a shower. Lieutenant-colonel 
Wood, on assuming the command of the regiment, 
was almost immediately badly wounded. 

The road thus enfiladed, the General directed 
the troops* to move off to the right and left 
through the woods, and advance under their friend- 

* By the American account, as given in Wijkinson's Me- 
moirs, it ap|)ears that the force opposed to Colonel Brookes's 
brigade (consisting of seven hundred and fifty men) amounted 
to four thousand, and sixteen pieces of artillery. 
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ly. cover towards the enemy's position. Our 
men, as they came up, consisting of the 44th 
and the flank companies of the 4th and 21st, were 
despatched to the right and left. The enemy's 
first line soon gave way at the point of the British 
bayonet, and retired in great confusion on their 
second ; the action became general throughout the 
line. The Rear-admiral had kept the road and 
ascended the second height, and there he remained 
mounted on his white charger, his conspicuous 
gold-laced hat and epaulettes fully exposed within 
one hundred and thirty or forty yards of his 
foes, directing the fire of some rockets of the 
marine artillery, who had made their way to this 
advanced position. I was standing beside him 
(for Jonathan had, I guess, very discourteously 
unnorsed me by one of his round-shot on mount- 
ing the first hill) ; the fire was so heavy that I 
could not avoid saying, " I trust. Sir, you will 
not unnecessarily expose yourself, for, however 
much the enemy may suffer, they will regard your 
death as ample compensation.'** I made this re- 
mark in the hope that it would have induced him 
to move half a dozen steps to the right, where he 
would have been in some degree protected by a 
small stone quarry or excavation in the side of 
the road, which situation would have been equally 
efficient for his purpose. " Poh ! poh ! non- 
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sense !'' was the only reply, whilst he was eagerly 
watching a couple of rockets that were on th6 
point of being discharged by Lieutenant Lau- 
rence, of the marine artillery, assisted by Mr. J. 
McDariiel, of the Tonnant. The fiery missiles 
went directly into the enemy^s ranks, creating a 
fearfiil gap, and a much more fearful panic in the 
immediate vicinity — " Capital !" he exclaimed, 
'* excellent !**' and at the same moment Mr. Mc 
Daniel fell severely wounded. The gallant young . 
man was soothed by the praises of his Admiral, 
and an assurance that he should be promoted for 
his good conduct : he recovered, and received his 
commission immediately. While speaking to the 
wounded master^s mate, and giving directions for 
his removal, a musket-shot passed between the 
AdmiraPs leg and the flap of his saddle, cutting 
the stirrup leather in two, without doing any in- 
jury to him or the horse. He dismounted, and 
I was endeavouring to lash the broken parts to- 
gether with a piece of twine, assisted by a marine, 
when a round-shot came over the saddle and 
dismissed my assistant to the other world. 

Our gallant fellows had now got on the flanks 
of the enemy, and advancing in front at the 
same time with the bayonet, a general rout 
took place, the enemy abandoning great part of 
their artillery, every one appearing to think 

VOL. III. O 
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only of his own safety. As our troops advanced, 
so did the Admiral. I was about rejoining my 
chief, after conveying some orders to the marine 
artillery with the rockets, when I stumbled upon 
an American officer among the bushes, close to 
their principal battery. He was severely wounded 
in the leg, and requested me to remain by him, 
announcing himself as Commodore Barney. I as- 
sured him that he had nothing to fear in his state 
. from our people, as. he himself* was, no doubt, 
aware. He related to me the following anecdote 
on the spot. A corporal of the 85th was the first 
who came upon him, to whom he offered his 
watch and a welUined purse, if he would agree to 
the same request he had just made to me: the 
noble fellow refiised both, saying, his wounded 
situation was a sufficient protection from his 
countrymen, and that he might remain easy on 
that score ; for himself, as long as firing was 
going on in front, he could not remain in the rear: 
and he left his fallen foe in admiration of his dis- 
interested conduct. Great pains were taken by 
the Rear-admiral to find out this worthy son of 
Mars, but ineffectually; the probability is, that 
he fell in the ardour of pursuit. I left the 
Commodore, informing him that I would report 
his condition to the Admiral, who would doubt- 
less visit him. In a few minutes I conducted 
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the latter and General Ross to the wounded 
oflScer, who, on perceiving the Admiral, began the 
conversation : " Well, Admiral, you have got 
hold of me at last."" — " Do not let us speak on 
that subject. Commodore ; I regret to see you 
in this state. I hope you are not seriously 
hurt."*^ — " Quite enough to prevent my giving you 
any trouble for some time."" A conversation now 
took place : it seemed as if the wounded prisoner 
and the captured officers around him doubted 
the sanity of their auditory nerves, as the Admiral 
proceeded to tender the Commodore his liberty 
on parole, with the selection of any of his officers 
upon the same terms, to see him safely conveyed 
to the abode he might fix upon. The offer was 
delivered in a manner at once so soothing to his 
pride, and grateful to his feelings, that he thank- 
fully accepted the conditions. The arrival of an 
English surgeon finished the interview, and com- 
mitting him to- his care, the Admiral and General 
took their leave. The Commodore evidently had 
expected that his adversary would have gloried 
over his reversed fortunes, but he knew him 
not. It made a deep impression on his mind, 
and induced him, on his recovery, to proceed 
in a flag of truce down the Chesapeake, for 
the purpose of returning his thanks in person 
to Rear-admiral Cockbum. The Albion was 
o2 
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absent at the time, and he made his appear- 
ance on board the Dragon ; he expressed his 
disappointment to Captain Barrie in these words 
— " It was not you I wished to see, Captain 
Barrie, but that gallant and noble fellow your 
Admiral, Cockbum.*" 

When the officers selected to accompany Com- 
modore Barney had, with himself, pledged their 
parole, he entered more freely into conversation 
with the Admiral. Among other questions the 
latter inquired what force had been opposed to 
us; to which he replied, from the number that 
had joined that morning, he supposed there could 
not have been less than ten thousand men, adding^ 
" If I had had five hundred such brave fellows as 
yours in this position, I could have defied ten thou- 
sand of the best troops in the world.*"* It seems 

* " In a short time I observed a British soldier, and had him 
called, and directed him to seek an officer ; in a few minutes 
an officer came, and on learning who I was, brought General 
Ross and Admiral Cockbnm to me. These officers behaved to 
me with the most marked attention, respect, and politeness, had 
a surgeon brought and my wound dressed immediately. After 
a few minutes' conversation, the General informed me (after 
paying me a handsome compliment,) that I was paroled, and at 
liberty to proceed to Bladensburg or Washington. • • • 
During the stay of the enemy at Bladensburg, I received eveiy 
marked attention possible from the officers of the army and 
navy," Extract from Commodore Joshua Bam^'s official let- 
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that the President, " whose martial appearance 
gladdened every countenance and encouraged every 
heart,''* was on the field at the commencement of 
the action, but on the first shot had hastened back 
to Washington, doubtless to hurry on the prepara- 
tions for feasting his victorious generals, to whom 
he had somewhat prematurely given invitations.")" 

ter to the Honourable William Jones, Secretary of the Navy.— 
Brannan's Official Letters, page 407. 

* Wilkinson's Memorandum, vol. i. page 766. 

t An American writer, in speaking of Mr. Madison on the 
field of battle, says — 

" Not all the allurements of fame, not all tte obligations of 
duty, nor the solemn invocations of honour, could excite a spark 
of courage: •••••••• 

and at the very first shot the trembling coward with a faltering 
voice exclaimed, " Come, General Armstrong, come. Colonel 
Munro, let us go, and leave it to the commanding General." 
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CHAPTER XL 

Number of our troops — A Haltr— March towards Washington 
. resumed — Approach to that City — General Ross sounds a 
parley — Assailed by a volley from three hundred men — De- 
struction of the Capitol— Capture of Washington — ^The Pre- 
sident's palace — Demolition of the office of the National 
Intelligencer — ^Ladies of Wa^ngton^Interchange of civi- 
lities—Destruction of the War Office, and of the Govern- 
ment Rope-walk — A serious accident — A tornado— Take 
possession of Fort Washington — Capitulation. 

The whole of the troops under the com- 
mand of General Ross in this expedition amoimt- 
ed to about four thousand men, including the 
naval brigade, marines, and marine artillery ; but 
the number actually engaged on our side did not 
exceed fifteen hundred men. Their excessive 
fatigue, arising from the intense heat of the 
day, a march of twelve miles previously to the 
action, and the want of cavaby, prevented the cap- 
ture of many prisoners ; so rapid was the flight of 
the enemy, that we only succeeded in nabbing 
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one hundred and thirty or forty of the runaways. 
The American seamen commanded by Commo- 
dore Barney appeared to have been the only men 
who stood their -ground; some of them were 
bayoneted at their guns which fell into our 
hands. Our inci^acity to pursue enabled the 
enemy to carry off thirteen or fourteen of the 
lighter ordnance, leaving ten heavy pieces on the 
field. The opinion of a naval officer upon 
military tactics may perhaps be considered as 
de trop^ nevertheless I was struck with the for- 
midable appearance of the enemy^s position, and 
could not avoid agreeing internally with Com- 
modore Barney, that a band of determined 
men, in such a position, might have successfully 
defied the small force opposed to them. The 
Americans were strongly posted on command- 
ing heights, in two lines (by Commodore Bar- 
ney^s account) ten thousand strong, possessing 
twenty-three pieces of ordnance, from six to 
eighteen poimders, the whole of them so placed as 
to enfilade the bridge and road by which we had 
to pass to the onset. This menacing position 
was stormed and taken by fifteen hundred men, 
unaided by artillery and destitute of cavalry! 

" The seamen with the guns were, to their 
great mortification, with the rear division during 
this short but decisive action ; those, however. 
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attached to the rocket brigade, under first Lieu- 
tenant Laurence, of the marine artillery, and 
Mr. McDaniel of the Tonnant, were in the 
battle. None other of the naval department 
were fortunate enough to come up in time to 
take their share in this battle, but Captain 
Palmer of the Hebrus, and his aid-de-camp 
Mr. Wakefield, midshipman."^ * Our loss 
amounted to two hundred and fifty-four killed 
and wounded, the greater part of which was 
caused by the enemy'*s artillery ."f 

The battle over, and the field clear of Ame- 
ricans, the army made a long halt for rest and 
refreshment. During this period two or three 
American horsemen approached, apparently to re- 

* Sir George Cockbum's dispatch, dated Aug. 27, 1814. 

t General Winder's (the American Commander-in-chief at 
Bladensburg,) official letter is not the clearest of all public do- 
cuments ; he modestly observes, " The contest was not as obsti- 
nately msdntained as could have been desired, but was by parts 
of the troops sustained with great spirit, and with prodigious 
effect ; and had the whole of our force been equally firm, I am in- 
duced to believe the enemy would have been repulsed, notwith- 
standing the disadvantages under which we fought." 

As General Winder denominates the commanding heights 
occupied by his troops, amounting to more than double the 
whole number of his adversaries, disadvantageous, svpported by 
twenty-three pieces of heavy artillery enfilading the bridge, by 
which alone his position could be attacked, it is a pity he has 
not defined what really, in his estimation, does constitute a good 
position. 
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connoitre our proceedings. They were raw hands, 
and allowed themselves to be driven into a fieldy 
from which they could only escape by boldly leap- 
ing the hedge : this feat their nags declined, (or, 
what is more likely, their riders were not an fait 
in that sporting accomplishment,) and dismount- 
ing they scrambled over, leaving their cavalry 
behind them. Lieutenant Evans secured them, 
and, kindly making over one of them to me, I 
was again comfortably mounted. 

When the troops were sufficiently recovered 
from their fatigue, the wounded carried into Bla- 
densburg, and our fallen comrades consigned to an 
honourable grave, we again moved forward towards 
Washington. About a mile from the scene of 
action the road was bounded by a thick wood, on 
the skirts of which three or four American sol- 
diers appeared planted as outposts. They with- 
drew on our approach, and the light troops enter- 
ing the wood to protect our right flank, we passed 
it without discovering anjrthing of the enemy. 
The road then turned slightly to the left, and 
_ passing the turnpike, (an unusual si^ht, I believe, 
in the land of liberty,) a clear open road led to 
the capital, which now rose before us in the twi- 
light of the evening. 

Ere we arrived at the immediate suburbs of 
Washington it was dark. General Ross had 
o 5 
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repeatedly sounded a parley, but, no attrition 
having been paid to the summons, it was con* 
eluded that the enemy had given up all fiirther 
resistance, and abandoned their capital to its &te. 
The General, Admiral, and their staff, accompa- 
nied by a small guard, rode therefore into the 
city, the two former, with Lieutenant Evans, in 
the front. Captain Smith, Captain Mc Dougall, 
and myself, close behind them, and the soldiers 
composing the guard on each side. We were just 
on the point of entering the open space where the 
Capitol stood, and abreast of a large house on^^ur 
left, (I believe an hotel,) and Mr. Grallatin^s, on 
our right, when we were assailed by a volley from 
three himdred men who had sheltered themselves 
in the Capitol, and a cross fire from the houses on 
either side of us. The GeneraFs horse* was lull- 
ed on the spot, and several of the guard that ac- 
companied us. After this wanton display of irri- 
tating hostility, the Americans cheered, and re- 
treated down the Capitol hill into the principal 
avenue leading towards the President's palace, 
the head-quarters of the enemy. And here I 
must be allowed to point out the unjust obser- 
vations of a brother officer, who, in treating on 
this subject, has thrown a shade over our pro- 

* This noble animal had carried his master during the whole 
of the Peninsular War, 
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ceedings at this particular juncture, which has no 
foundation in &ct ; it has already been animad- 
verted upon by a very able writer upon naval 
affidrs.* He remarks that he had at first believed 
it to be the splenetic effusion of an American 
writer ; and such a conclusion was just in its con- 
struction. Captain Brenton states, "A little 
musketry from one of the houses in the town, 
which killed the General's horse, was all the re- 
sistance they met with : this was quickly silenced, 
the house burnt, and the people within it put to 
death.'' The world is left to infer from this pas- 
sage that the Americans had been cruelly mas- 
sacred upon their own hearths. It is to be re- 
' gretted that Captain Brenton did not make himself 
master of the fiwit, before he hazarded such a 
stigma upon his country. I denominate " a little 
musketry" to have been a heavy fire from our 
front, and' a tolerably smart cross one from the 
houses on the right and left. I was the officer 
ordered by Rear- Admiral Cockbum to break 
into the houses, which were barricaded at the 
bottom. It was effected with some little diffi- 
culty, and I do most positively assert that not 
a single individual of the enemy was put to death 
in the houses to the right, nor am I aware of 
any one having suffered at the hotel ; in short, I 
* James's Naval History, vol. vi. page 451. 
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cannot offer more conclusive evidence in support of 
my assertion than, that we found no one to put to 
death. The Americans, finding our passage in- 
evitable, made their escape at the back of the 
premises before our entry. Had they continued 
the defence, it is probable they would have met 
the fate of war: but a surrender would have 
ensured their lives, as securely as Captain Brenton 
may consider his to be in his own drawing-room. 
The houses were, however, consigned to the 
flames ; they had been appropriated to the uses 
of war, and it is not to be supposed that they 
could be allowed to become again the source of 
annoyance and destruction to our men. The 
Capitol received the fate for which its late pro- 
prietors had thoughtlessly reserved it, by convert- 
ing it into a place of arms : it was an unfinished 
but beautifiilly arranged building; the interior 
accommodations were upon a scale of grandeur 
and magnificence little suited to pure republican, 
simplicity. We might rather have been led to 
suspect that the nation, whose councils were held 
beneath its roof, was somewhat infected with an 
unseemly bias for monarchical splendour. Each of 
the -senators and representatives had a handsome 
desk appropriated to his use, arranged in a semicir- 
cular order around the presidential chair, over which 
was placed a handsome clock, surmounted by a 
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gilt eagle with extended wings and ruffled crest, 
looking towards tlie skies, emblematical, it 'is to 
be presumed, of the rising greatness of the young 
nation. Its Amereal* pile was lighted up as the 
clock imder it told the hour of ten. 

It has been my lot often to hear the destruction 
of the Capitol branded as a Goth-like act, and as 
warring with the arts and sciences; but I must do 
these persons the justice to confess that they were 
ignorant of the true state of the case. If a build- 
ing is converted into a place of offence or defence, 
it loses its original character, and meiges into 
that of a fort, and as such is liable to the laws 
and usages of war. It is folly to talk of this or 
that barbarism in such cases ; war itself is bar- 
barous, and though the issue may be re^tted, the 
conduct adopted by the Americans, in disr^rd- 
ing the various parleys sounded by the General 
before our entrance, and the fire of concealed 
enemies, were the causes of the destruction of 
their Capitol and public buildings. Common 
sense should have led the authorities to sue for 
fevourable terms for the city, instead of en- 
sconcing a few hundred militiamen behind walls to 
impede our progress. Washington was, by such 
conduct, as completely at our mercy- as any city 
taken by storm, and I believe the wiser and re- 
flecting part of the Americans were grateful that 
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destruction fell on the public buildings alone, and 
those houses converted into places of offence. 
The American writers have, generally speaking, 
d(me us more justice on this point than some of 
our own blue jackets who have written upon the 
subject. These incautious writers had certainly 
no ocular authority to guide them, and it is ever 
dangerous to guarantee as truth the vulgar and 
popular reports of events, which are too frequently 
founded upon error, prejudice, or envy. The 
position of the Capitol was elevated ; the fiery 
beacon must have shed a sadly brilliant light tipon 
the American habitations for miles around. 

The flames floated away in masses, which alight- 
ing upon the houses to leeward, set them in a 
blaze likewise. The Americans had been no less 
active in the work of destruction : they set fire to 
the Navy-yard ; the Essex, a large frigate of sixty 
guns, measuring sixteen hundred tons, ready for 
launching; the Argus, a sloop of war of six 
hundred tons, all ready for sea.* The wooden 
bridge across the Potomac, on the Virginian 
side, over which the greater part of the enemy's 
troops had retreated, was likewise destroyed ; in 

• The above two vessels were named after those that had been 
captured by the Phoebe, Captain Hilyer, and Pelican, Captain 
Maples. It is rather singular that they both should have so soon 
shared the fate of their predecessors. 
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feet, they anticipated pur wishes, and by some of 
their acts saved us time, and an infinity of trouble. 
After the destruction of the Capitol, a party was 
ordered to take possession of the fort at Greenleaf 
Point. The Admiral and General Ross then 
descended the Capitol hill, with about one hun- 
dred and fifty men, and entered the heart of the 
city, by the Pensylvanian avenue. This was a fine 
and spacious causeway with a road on each side, 
for equestrians, outside of which were two broad 
pathways for the accommodation of the more 
humble pedestrian ; the whole was beautifully 
planted with a row of trees separating them from 
each other* The President's palace, a handsome 
stone building, so lately the head-quarters of the 
en^emy, stood at the extremity of the avenue, 
and was evacuated by the guard of soldiers, with 
their two field-pieces, only a few minutes before 
we made ourselves masters of the place. We 
found the cloth laid for the expected victorious 
generals, and all the appliances and means to form 
a feast worthy the resolute champions of republican 
freedom. A large store of super- excellent Madeira 
and other costly wines stood cooling in ice in one 
comer of the spacious dining-room ; the patriotic 
efforts of these heroes were deemed deserving of 
the generous libations to be that night poured on 
the altar of American glory. Deceitful calcula- 
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tions t — Where breathed the staunch-hearted citi- 
zen that would have dared to hint the possibility 
of '* British sarpents"** gliding their wily bodies 
into the sacred retareat, and appropriating to them- 
selves the consecrated viands? Such, however, 
was the damning &ct. Fagged nearly to death, 
dusty, feverish, and thirsty, in my extremity I ab- 
solutely blessed them for their erring providence. 
Never was nectar more grateful to the palates of 
the gods, than the crystal goblet of Madeira and 
water I quaffed off* at Mr. Madison'*s expense. I 
was recruited in an instant. The beautiftd apart- 
ments were hastily visited ; passing through the 
Presidents dressing-room, (which from its disorder- 
ed state, opened drawers, and half-filled portman- 
teaus, must have been abandoned in the midst of 
packing up,) the snowy clean linen tempted me to 
take the liberty of making a very feir exchange ; 
I accordingly doffed my inner garment, and thrust 
my imworthy person into a shirt belonging to no 
less a personage than the chief magistrate of the 
United States : the operation equalled in luxury 
and benefit the draught in the banqueting-room. 

On the walls hung a small portrait of the Presi- 
dent'^s lady. Surrounded by the aristocracy of the 
republican court, and in the presence of the foreign 
ministers, she had only a few days before, in all the 
pride of security, trampled upon the British ensign. 
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prematurely spread under the chair of state by the 
heroes of the " Bladensburg races.^ Little did 
the lady President, or her martial lord, dream that 
the flag thus indignantly treated would anon tri- 
umphantly wave over the walls that witnessed 
the wanton insult, or so soon be blackened 
by retributive justice. — The Treasury was next 
visited, but the specie had been safely conveyed 
away. The building was fired before the discovery 
of a strong iron door, that resisted all the efforts 
inade to break it open. It was presumed to be the 
stronghold and deposit of all the valuables. The 
window was forced in, and the first officer who 
descended into the apartment, gave information 
that it contained several weighty boxes. The 
flames had driven our men from the passage which 
communicated with the apartment. Great was the 
bustle attendant on handing through the window 
the supposed chests of treasure ; our anxiety to 
extricate them from the flames ceased on finding 
that the contents would by no means compensate 
us for our exertions and possible suffocation, and 
they were left to their fiite. The Secretary of 
State'^s office shared the fete of the Treasury. 

It was near midnight, when, in passing a hand- 
some row of houses, we observed one standing a 
little aback and apart from the rest: some good 
friend of the Editor of the "National Intelligencer'' 
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pointed it out to the Admiral, as the office of the 
American government paper. It had ever taken the 
lead, and given the key-note to the republican press, 
in vilifying England and the English. The editor 
was reported to be an Irish renegade. Its jGeite was 
decreed, and a few minutes would have seen it a 
prey to the devouring element — when a party of 
ladies, inhabitants of the adjoining houses, came 
forward to meet the Admiral (whom they only 
knew as a superior officer) to entreat that he 
would spare the building, as its destruction would 
endanger their property. The order was immedi- 
ately countermanded; but a lieutenant and a 
party of blue jackets volimteered to pull the 
house down, and in less than two hours it was 
razed to the ground. The reams of paper, files 
of gazettes foreign and domestic, and all the in- 
flammable materials, had been previously conveyed 
to some distance in the rear, and a bonfire made 
of them. The types and the whole paraphernalia 
of the printing establishment then underwent the 
ceremony of an auto dafS^ a fitting purification of 
the instruments of corruption and falsehood ema- 
nating from a traitorous proprietor. 

The demolition was effected by removing the 
window-frames, and then passing a stout rope 
round that part of the walls which separated the 
windows from each other; "a long pull, and a 
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strong pull, and a pull altogether,'^ dragged them 
forward, and the whole superincumbent weight 
came tumbling down, and presented a mass of 
rains in the time I have described. 

It may certainly be considered as highly com- 
plimentary to the British name, that the majority 
of the ladies remained in their habitations, not- 
withstanding the alarum bell (alias the press) had 
pealed forth its warning note, and rang its most 
dolorous changes upon the savage barbarity of 
our acts and manners : we must suppose the fsiir 
sex turned a deaf ear to these idle clamours, or 
they would scarcely have dared English vengeance 
and brutality. But a mystery, yet unsolved, in- 
volves the motives that induced fathers, husbands, 
and brothers, to leave their wives, daughters, and 
sisters, to the guardianship and mercy of men 
whose bearing and actions they had so wantonly 
blackened. 

The success of the fair petitioners emboldened 
others to advance, and in a few minutes the 
Admiral was surrounded by a host of lovely 
women, who certainly outshone their countrymen 
in generalship on the capture of their metropolis. 
The kind affable manner in which he calmed 
their fears, his lively conversation and gentleman- 
ly demeanour, soon won upon their better feel- 
ings, and insensibly chased away from their minds 
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foes, captured city, defeat, and disgrace. Tliis 
singular reunion of the victors and the families 
of the vanquished, took place in the Pennsylvania 
avenue, close to the scene, and while the destruc^ 
tion of the Intelligencer office was going on. It 
was only dissolved by one of the ladies inviting 
the Admiral to enter her dwelling and partake of 
the refreshments prepared for him ; he accepted 
the welcome offer, and, courteously wishing the 
&ir strangers good night, begged that they would 
retire to their pillows in confidence and peace. 
I was about to follow my chief, but my steps 
were arrested by a gently urged request that I 
would favour them with the name of the delight* 
ful officer who had just quitted them. '^ Why, 
that is the vile monster, Cock — ^bum,'^ * was my 
reply. A half-uttered shriek of terror escaped 
from the lips of some of them, as the dreaded 
name tingled on their ears. The annoimcement 
was electrifying. Altogether impossible;— it 
could not be ; — I was amusing myself at their 
e}q)ense. My plighted word at last convinced 
them of the astounding fact that they had abso- 
lutely stood in the presence of, and amicably 
conversed with, that most venomous of all " Bri- 
rish sarpents,'^ and for whose head a reward of 
one thousand dollars had been publicly offered. 

* The Americans always pronounced the name as two long 
distinct syllables. 
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Such was the state of American prejudice at that 
period. Gfreatly refreshed by the good cheer 
offered to us by the hospitable lady, the Admiral 
returned to the head-quarters established on the 
Capitol hill.* 

* " The fight being now done, the United States infantry 
and cavalry, and other troops, not being engaged, a strange rout 
and absolute confusion ensued. There seemed to be no rallying 
point given to the men, and they generally fled as many ways 
as there were individuals of them. 

"A small party of the enemy, with Admiral Cockbnm, and 
General Ross, entered the city. The male population was chief- 
ly in arms among the fugitives, and many of the women and 
children left it. The Navy yard, with all its shipping and stores, 
including the new frigate and sloop of war, was fired, blown up, 
or destroyed, by our own people. The Capitol and President's 
house, with all the public offices except the Post-office, [which 
they thought a private building,] with several private buildings, 
were fired by the enemy. Cockbum personally went to have the 
office of the National Intelligencer burnt, but was prevailed upon 
by some ladies of the adjoining houses to abandon his design. 
However, a parcel of his people entered and destroyed everything 
in it. Mr. Gallatin's house was burnt ; some person having 
fired on General Ross from the windows, by which his horse 
was killed. They had buried some of the killed in the morning, 
but left many lying on the field, and also nearly one hundred 
wounded at Bladensburg, with thirty men to take care of them. 
Among the former were two colonels, and one major ; the last 
died soon after. They took ofl* as many wounded as forty-nine 
h«rses could drag in waggons, carts, and carriages. Colonel 
Thornton was killed on the bridge while gallantly leading on 
his men, and a Major Wood fell near the same spot. Colonel 
Ragan [of Stansbury brigade] who was taken prisoner, saw 
nineteen wounded British officers in one room at Bladensburg. 
They also lost many men by fatigue, /or they were drove to the 
charge by the swords of their officers, g aping for breath. Twelve 
were buried in one field that had not a wound. It appears pro* 
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The following morning, the War Office, situated 
on the verge of George-town,* which had escaped 
the previous night's conflagration, was visited and 
destroyed by a naval lieutenant, and a snudl 

bable they may have lost from three to five hundred men by 
desertion. Those that have come in agree in saying, that, if oar 
people could have broken their line, the great body would have 
dispersed. Many stragglers have been since taken up ; had our 
cavalry followed them, it is the opinion that at least five hun- 
dred [more] prisoners might have been made ; four or five private 
persons took twenty 'One oftheni before breakfast on the morn- 
ing of the 26th, and might have taken many more, if they had had 
the means to secure them. What the amount of their killed and 
wounded really is, we never shall know ; but it was not less than 
five-hundred, ours not more than eighty or ninety, of whom the 
particulars shall be inserted hereafter. They made from fifty to 
one hundred prisoners, whom they treated well and parolled. 
The President, vnth the Secretaries of War and of the Navy, were 
in the camp the evening before the engagement, but finding the 
force collected smaller than they expected, they returned to the 
city to make some needful arrangements. All the public papers 
with the specie of the banks, &c. were removed. Mrs. Madison 
left her home but a little while before the enemy entered Wash- 
ington. General Winder collected some part of his late forces 
near Montgomery Court House, and arrived at Baltimore on 
Saturday last, [August 27th.] Our volunteers had previously 
come in exhausted and worn out They suffered excessively for 
want of rest and refreshment. The force that really opposed the 
British, did not exceedfifteen hundred men," — Nile's Register, 
vol vi. page 443. 

The reader will form his own opinion from the previous extracts 
I bave inserted, detailing the amount of the force ready to op- 
pose us. The editor has only reversed the order of things. The 
American accounts before and after a battle lost by them, differ 
strangely in numericals. 

• A continuation of Washington to the westward. 
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party of seamen. During the preparations for its 
destruction, several Americans collected around 
the spot. The small party of blue-jackets were 
removed from any immediate assistance, and it 
would have been an easy task on the part of the 
enemy to have secured them as prisoners ; and 
in fact the suspicious movements and whisperings 
among them, led the commanding officer to des- 
patch a message very quietly to the Admiral, with 
a request for a reinforcement. Captain Palmer 
of the Hebrus, with a sufficient force, soon hove 
in sight. If Jonathan ever had any intention of 
nabbing us, it was frustrated by this unexpected 
movement ; their effi)rts, however, might easily, 
and ought to have been powerftilly seconded by 
the large force posted on the heights above 
George-town, and within hail of the scene of ac- 
tion. The War Office, whence had issued edicts so 
pregnant with hate and ire to the British nation, 
then experienced the annihilation which it had 
vainly fulminated against the enemies which 
the Americans themselves had created : the re- 
cords and -copies of those edicts ftimishing ma* 
terials for enlightening them upon the short- 
sighted policy of their proceedings. 

The beautiful Goveinment Rope-walk, with its 
adjoining ample stores of cordage, hemp, and tar, 
filled to the roofe, was next visited by a party 
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under my orders. Having spread quantities of 
the unwrought material along the centre of the 
roofed walk, and knocking out the heads of some 
dozens of tar-barrels, their contents were spread over 
the train. The whole was speedily in a state of igni- 
tion ; black dense volumes of smoke rolled over 
the captured city, obscuring the heavens from the 
view of its inhabitants. The fire ran so rapidly 
along the extensive range of buildings, (five or 
six hundred yards in length,) that the whole was 
a blaze of fire in less space than half an hour. 
The red flames flashing forth from the lower part 
of the mass of heavy vapour, gave it the appear- 
ance of a Tartarus upon earth. It was quickly 
reduced to a heap of smouldering ruins. During 
the day a deputation arrived from Alexandria, 
tendering its submission. 

A serious accident occurred on the morning of 
the 25th to a party employed at Greenleaf Point, 
in destroying the arms and ammunition in the fort. 
A large quantity of powder was found, and, in 
order to effect its destruction with safety, it was 
thrown down a well of tolerable depth, though 
not ftiU of water, near the magazine. So many 
barrels of powder had been deposited in it, that 
the casks and loose powdensoon rested above the 
water line ; it was unfortunately not reported by 
the workmen to the officer superintending the 
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duty, and they continued rolling cask after cask 
down the abyss. An awful explosion took place, 
caused, it is supposed, by the sparks of fire emitted 
by the striking of the barrels in their descent 
against the stony sides of the well.* This me- 
lancholy catastrophe killed twelve and wounded 
upwards of thirty men : many of the latter were so 
dreadfiilly mutilated that instant death would 
have been a blessing to them. 

About noon one of the severest squalls, or more 
properly speaking tornadoes, which I ever witness- 
ed, passed over Washington ; trees were uprooted, 
plantations destroyed, and houses blown down, 
the conflict of winds setting at nought the indus- 
try and power of man. The tiles flew about in 
showers over our heads ; it was found impossible 
to stem the whirlwind ; and all those who were 
exposed to its fury were obliged to lie flat on the 
ground, as the sole means of resisting the sweep- 
ing efiects of the tremendous blast. An oflScer 
on horseback turning the comer of a street en- 
countered the hurricane, and both man and horse 
were dashed to the pavement in an instant. It 
WB8 of brief duration, or the devastation to Wash- 

* Another report states that it occurred from one of the work- 
men thoughtlessly throwing the end of a lighted cigar down the 
well. But it is most improbable that any officer would allow 
cigars to be smoked upon such an occasion. 

VOL. III. P 
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ington would have proved of fer greater magni- 
tude than the mischief committed by the English. 
On our retreat to Benedict the pioneers were 
constantly at work cutting and clearing away the 
trees that had fallen across our road ; the enemy 
could not have devised a surer mode of retarding 
our retrograde movements. 

The expedition which had been despatched up 
the Potomac under Captain Sir James Gordon, 
consisting of the Seahorse and Euryalus frigates, 
one sloop, and four bombs, were overtaken by the 
^ame tornado in passing the flats of Maryland. 
Captain Napier of the Euryalus, on perceiving its 
approach, clewed up every sail, and came to an 
anchor; notwithstanding these precautions she 
lost her bowsprit, the head of her foremast, and all 
her topmasts. The energy and zeal of Captain 
Napier, backed by a well-disciplined crew, enabled 
him to repair this serious disaster, and in twelve 
hours after the accident the Euryalus was seen 
under weigh again, ascending the river. The 
difficulties arising from an unknown and most 
intricate navigation, defended by several strong 
works hastily thrown up to conmiand the pas- 
sage, can only be appreciated by persons ac- 
quainted with the severe fatigues sustained by 
every officer and man in the squadron: exer- 
tions which led to as brilliant an achievement 
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(considering the small force under Sir James 
Gordon'^s orders) as grace the annals of our naval 
history. A pretty correct estimate may be formed 
of the fatigue encountered, when I state that 
during twenty-three days (the period of the expe- 
dition) the hammocks were only piped down twice. 
Previously to the squadron arriving off Fort Wash- 
ington, it had warped upwards of fifty miles; 
every ship was at least twenty times aground! 
Fort Washington was attacked on the 27th of 
August, and taken possession of on the 28th; — ^the 
populous town of Alexandria was thus laid open 
to the enterprising Commodore, before which 
place he arrived on the following day. The terms 
granted to the deputation sent off with a flag of 
truce were honourable to the British arms and 
humiliating to the enemy; "twenty-one sail of 
prizes, many of which, having been sunk by the 
enemy, had been weighed, masted, hove down, 
caulked, rigged, and loaded, all within three days,^** 
were the fruits of this coup de main.^ 

* ** The degrading terms dictated by the commander of the 
British squadron below Alexandria to the civil authority of that 
town, connected with the offer of the townsmen, before the 
squadron had even reached the fort, to surrender without reust- 
ance, and their singular mission to Admiral Cockburn whilst he 
was in this city, have everywhere excited astonishment and 
indignation.'^ — National Intelligencer, September 1st, 1814. 

p 2 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Enemy's squadron under Commodore Rodgers — Captain Porter 
— Sir James Gordon's gallant conduct — An American run- 
away — Loss inflicted by us on the enemy — " Scaring" an- 
nouncement — Quit Washington — Halt at Bladensburg" 
Resume our retreat — Reach Benedict — Disappointed in my 
hope of carrying home the despatches — ^Again enter the 
Chesapeake — ^Abandonment of further operations — Determi- 
nation to attack Baltimore — The troops march towards that 
town — Death of General Ross — The engagement— Visit to 
the field of battle — Move on again towards Baltimore- 
Arrive near the town — Express to the Commander-in-chief 
— ^His answer — A Council of War — A retreat determined on 
—Our retrograde march — ^False alarm — Mortifying result. 

In consequence of our retreat from Washing- 
ton, the enemy was enabled to collect the whole 
of his forces, comprising several naval detachments 
from the men-of-war lying at Philadelphia, Balti- 
more, and Norfolk, conomanded by the redoubtable 
Commodore Rodgers ; these forces were directed 
against Sir James'^s little squadron. Batteries were 
erected .along the banks of the rivers in order to 
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" punish the base incendiaries.*" The American 
newspaper-editors feasted their readers for some 
days with the anticipated destruction of the Bri- 
tidi squadron.* '* It is impossible the ships can 
pass such formidable batteries, commanded by 
oux naval heroes, and manned by our invincible 
£«amen. "We ''U teach them how to draw up terms 
of capitulation.''"!" 

• James's Naval History, vol. vi. page 457. 

t As Captain Porter v»ras one of these ** naval heroes," I here 
introduce an article in honour of " American heroism." 

" Could every instance of individual heroism which has oc- 
curred during the present war, be collected and recorded, they 
would form a subject of proud satisfaction for the contemplation 
of the American patriot, and transmit a page to posterity unsur- 
passed by the brightest annals of Grecian and Roman glory. 
Every gallant deed of our ocean warriors, from the most skilful 
commander down to the rudest and humblest tar, adds alike to 
the lustre of our national character, and equally demands our 
admiration and lasting remembrance. But in the action between 
the Phoebe and Essex, how many of our brave seamen sunk as it 
were in a blaze of glory, whose individual names must be for 
ever shrouded in darkness ! To redeem them fix>m this fate, and 
hold them up as examples for the emulation of their countiymen 
in arms, would be a pleasing task. Though they fell in their 
country's cause, far from their kindred and homes, yet their re- 
latives and friends would then, while mourning their death, feel a 
bright consolation in their transiticni to perpetual fame. 

" From a friend who took part in the engagement we have re- 
ceived the following anecdotes, exemplary of that fearless and 
patriotic spirit which animated the whole crew of the Essex, and 
which has characterised our hardy sailors in all their combats 
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Fire-vessels were sent down the stream in ad- 
dition to the formidable measures adopted to bar 
the passage. Commodore Rodgers, it appears, 
superintended these fire-vessels in person, but 
turned tail as soon as the Devastation''s boats 
shoved off to meet him. Notwithstanding these 
accumulated means of offence and defence, and 
the premature announcement of the American 
newspapers as to the impossibility of effecting 
his retreat, Sir James Gordon overcame all the 
difficulties opposed to him, silencing all the dif- 

with the tyrants of the seas. To the memory of the brave 
feUows mentioned therein, their publicity is due ; and we doubt 
not many more instances of chivalrous heroism resulting from a 
noble love of country, might be obtained and recorded to the 
lasting honour of the American name. 

" John Ripley, after losing a leg, said, * Farewell, boys, I can 
be of no use to you,* and hopped out of the bow port. 

" John Alison received a cannon-ball (eighteen-pounder) 
through the body ; in the agony of death he exclaimed, * Never 
mind, shipmates, 1 die in defence of free trade and sailors 
r— i — g — h — t — 8,* and expired with the word rights quiv^ing 
on his lips. 

** After the engagement, Benjamin Hazer having dressed 
himself in a clean shirt and jerkin, addressed his remaining 
messmates, and telling them he never would submit to be a 
prisoner to the English, threw himself into the sea." Nile's 
Register, vol. vi. page 420. 

Bravo, Jonathan ! Eecellente f There is no oombating with 
the American power of speech and patriotism, which resists 
the potent influence of an eighteen-pounder. 
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ferent batteries, and succeeded in conducting his 
gallant squadron and his prizes in safety to the 
Commander-in-chief.* Sir James Gordon, sup- 
rounded by diflBculties and a hostile force, accom- 
plished in nine days a feat which took an Ame- 
rican frigate without her guns, and navigated by 
the best pilot, six weeks to perform.f 

• An Interesting narrative of the Naval operations in the Po- 
tomac is published in the United Service Journal in the April 
number, 1833. 

t Captain Porter, in his official letter to the Secretary of the 
Navy, dated September 7th, 1814, makes it appear that he had 
to contend against one hundred and seventy-three guns with 
only three eighteen-pounders, two twelve-pounders, six nine- 
pounders, and two four-pounders. Th^. whole amount of Sir 
James Gordon's force consisted of two frigates, three bombs, 
one rocket ship, a brig, and a small tender, carrying altogether 
about one hundred and fifty pieces of ordnance. Now the veriest 
clodpole is aware, that to bring both broadsides of a vessel to 
bear on one object, is just as possible as the meeting of two parallel 
lines. It is therefore clear, had the opportunity offered, it would 
have been impracticable to have opened out more than seventy- 
five pieces upon the battery commanded by Commodore Porter. 
He has only added ninety-eight to the greatest number opposed to 
him ; a mere bagatelle in the scale of truth. The official state- 
ment concludes thus : — " The number we had killed and 
wounded on this occasion I cannot exactly ascertain ; I am 
induced to believe, however, it does not exceed thirty. * * • 

" His damage [the British] can never be known by us ; some 
of his ships were much crippled, and I should suppose his loss 
considerable. I have understood that in order to bring their guns 
to bear on the battery, they cut away the upper part of their 
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We return to the captured metropolis. It 
happened that an American wsa brought to 
head-quarters for the purpose of being inteffo- 
gated on some points by the General, and was 
placed imder the surveillance of the sentry sta- 
tioned at the door. Two of the general'^s suite, 
arriving inmiediately afterwards, left their horses 
tied up to the railings before the house. The 
American, tired of cooling his heels, determined to 
gallop off with one of the Britisher's cattle. Be- 
sides the sentry, two or three military officers and 
myself were present in conversation. As the sentry 
turned, Jonathan disengaged the bridle of one of 
the horses from the railing, threw himself into the 
saddle, and set off at full gallop— we were imable to 
stop him, so dexterous and quick were his move- 
ments. The sentry let fly his musket, but missed 
his man. Captain Smith leaped on the back of 

ports, and took the inner tracks from the gun-carriages. When 
they had passed down, I sent a torpedo after them ; it was heard 
to explode about nine at night, but I have not learned the efiect 
it produced/' 

Our old friend General Hungerford, in his official letter upon 
the same occasion, states, *' About this time. Commodore Porter, 
as I understood, finding our little battery inefficient to impede 
the progress of the vessels, after having long gallantly defeoded 
it, and considering a longer contention with such superiority of 
metal a wanton sacrifice of blood, ordered the battery to be 
evacuated, and his men to retire, which they did." — ^Brannan's 
Official Letters, page 409. 
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the remaining charger, and set off in chase: a 
short but hard run brought him on the runaway''8 
quarter, and, rising in his stirrups, he was in the 
act of making a cut with his sabre at the man, 
(who obstinately reftised to pull up,) when his 
horse eame down with him; and immediately 
afterwards the fugitive and his steed were also 
rolling on the ground. Captain Smith escaped 
with some severe scratches, but the poor Yankee 
paid dearly for his bold attempt ; his thigh was 
broken by the fall. The two horses were con- 
ducted back by Captain Smith, who immediately 
despatched surgical and other aid to the sufferer. 
It was an impudent attempt, but merited better 
fortune than attended it. 

The loss inflicted upon the enemy by our in- 
road into the heart of their country with so small 
a force, touched the Americans sorely in iriind 
and pocket. Two . hundred and six pieces of 
heavy cannon, from thirty-two-pounders to six- 
pounders, including mortars and howitzers, twen- 
ty-seven other pieces destroyed by Sir James 
Gordon, five hundred and forty barrels of gun- 
powder, one hundred thousand round of musket- 
ball cartridges, and a large quantity of ammunition 
ready made up, were the effects of our march 
upon Washington. The Essex sixty-gun frigate, 
and the Argus sloop of war ready for sea, the 
p5 
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flotilla under Commodore Bamey, with the whole 
naval arsenal filled with stores to an immense 
amount, were destroyed, as I have already stated, 
by the enemy himself. The actual public loss, 
it was supposed, amounted to no less than from 
two to three millions of dollars.* It was a severe 
blow to their pride, and at one time, it appeared, 
the idea was entertained of abandoning Washing- 
ton as the capital altogether. 

The following "scaring'' announcement from 
the editor of a southern paper to his readers, will 
tend to give an idea of their sentiments upon the 
occasion. It formed, of course, the leading article 
of the gazette, and, by way of attracting a double 
share of attention and sympathy, it was headed 
in extra large type, by the ominous words, 
" Horror ! Horror ! Horror ! — How shall we 
depict to our readers without our cheeks being 
tinged with the blush of shame and confusion, 
when we inform them the spot bearing the hal- 
lowed name of the deliverer of his country, has 
been polluted by the footsteps of British myrmi- 
dons ! All — ^all is lost ; the army is dispersed, 
the Capitol in flames, &c. &c. — Nought can obli- 
terate or wash away the indelible stain but British 
blood." It is some years since I read the fore- 

* The American official estimate makes it amount to not 
more than 1,624,280 dollars. 
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going, — the remainder of the literary morceau has 
escaped mj memory. The generally inflated and 
bombastic style adopted by the public press of 
America, shone forth in this instance in all its 
glory. The whole article formed an eloquent 
specimen of American editorship.* 

♦ " The loss of the enemy in his incursion to the metropolis be- 
fore he regained his ships, probably exceeded a thousand men. 
He lost at least two hundred killed in the battle and by explosion, 
and three or four hundred wounded. Many died of fatigue, and 
a number were taken prisoners by the cavalry hanging on his 
rear, and not a few deserted.*'— Nile's Register, vol. vi. p. 446. 

*' The Patent Office, in which were contained the rarest spe- 
cimens of the arts of the country, was not in the slightest degree 
injured."— Sketches of the War. 

" Private property was scrupulously respected by the enemy 
during his stay in the city, with the exception of two or three 
bouses burned, because guns were fired from them on the 
enemy. The office of the National Intelligencer, besides these, 
was the sole exception. Cockburn, the incendiary hero of Hamp- 
ton, presided at the demolition of its material parts." — National 
Intelligencer, August 30th. 

" When we remarked in our paper of yesterday that private 
property had in general been scrupulously respected by the 
eneoB^ during his late incursion, we spoke what we believed 
from a hasty survey, and perhaps without sufficient inquiry. 
Greater respect was certainly paid to private property than has 
usually been exhibited by the enemy in his marauding parties* 
No houses were half as much plundered by the enemy, as by the 
knavish wretches about the town who profited of the general dis- 
tress." — National Intelligencer, August 3lst. 

" The enemy did not bury their dead, except those in the im- 
mediate vicinity -of their camp. The rest, in number near two 



Digitized 



by Google 



324 BECOLLSCTIONS 07 

The object of the expedition having been fully 
accomplished, preparations were made for our re- 
turn to Benedict. At eight o'clock in the even- 
ing of the 25th we quitted Washington, leaving 
the bivouac fires burning, and in an hour and a 
half reached the field of the preceding day's battle. 
At Bladensburg a long halt was made, and the 
necessary steps taken for transporting such of the 
wounded as were capable of bearing removal. One 
coach, several gigs, and about a dozen waggons 
and carts, were provided for this purpose. A 

hundred f were buried by a committee of our own citizens sent out 
for the purpose." — Ibid. 

" We again caution our readers against giving too much 
credit to all the rumours which are widely and industriously cir- 
culated. In relation to the battle of Bladensburg, justice how- 
ever requires us to say, that much dissatisfaction prevailed among 
the troops who were engaged, at having been led so soon and so 
far from the feld of action,'' — Ibid, and Nile's Register, vol. 
vi. page 446. 

" We may soon avenge the disgraceful affair at Washington. 
Disgraceful it certainly is, though its effects on the nation, ex- 
cept in the loss of its stores, shipping, and buildings, is nothing. 
Washington city, as a mere ci^, was of no importance in the 
great scale of things." — Nile's Register, vol. vi. page 448. 

The generality of the American accounts estimate our loss at 
four hundred men in the batUe of Bladensburg. Mr. Thomp- 
son, the historian, insists upon its having amounted to one thou- 
sand ; he states the whole British force as six thousand — Dr. 
Smith at four thousand — and Mr. O'Connor at five thousand. 
1 notice th^r different accounts here, as I shall have to refer to 
the same authorities in my notes upon Baltimore. 
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number of the men badly womided, and the in- 
trepid Colonels Thornton and Wood, of the 85th, 
WCTe left under the care of our own surgeons and 
the English agent for the exchange of prisoners^ 
who fortunately resided on the spot. The suf- 
ferers who were to accompany the army being 
placed in their respective vehicles, and two days' 
provisions being delivered to the troops, we again 
moved forward. The retreat continued all night, 
and its exceeding darkness occasioned the head of 
the column to be frequently at fault, and our pro- 
gress considerably delayed. At eight the follow- 
ing morning we halted for five or six hours. No 
bed of down could have proved half so luxurious 
as the green sward on which I stretched myself: 
in less than five minutes I was wrapped in forget- 
fulness. A heavy shower disturbed my slumbers, 
only to be renewed with double zest under the 
friendly shelter of an ammunition-waggon. We 
arrived at Nottingham on the 27th, and reached 
Benedict on the 29th, having been absent from 
that town exactly nine days. Our leisurely re- 
treat was immolested by the enemy ; not one of 
his men showed themselves throughout the march. 
It was supposed that the Commander-in-chief 
would have given the Rear-admiral the nomination 
of the officer to carry home the despatches, in which 
case I am aware the honour would have fallen 
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upon me ; but, from some misunderstanding be- 
tween the Commander-in-cbief and Captain Wain- 
wright, bis flag-captain, wbo bad accompanied the 
expedition, the latter was appointed to that duty. 
He very kindly came on board the Albion to 
condole with me upon my disappointment, at the 
same time observing, '* He was sensible he was 
taking the bread out of my mouth ;" but circum- 
stances over which he had no control did not 
give him any choice ! And thus were my well- 
founded expectations of so enviable a duty swept 
away. The appointment, to a commander or 
lieutenant, would have ensured him a step in 
the ladder of promotion ; to Captain Wain- 
wright it was rather a disadvantage, for it de- 
prived him of the command of the Tonnant, with- 
out any adequate remuneration. 

The day after our return, the whole of the 
troops were safely re-embarked. ^ The Rear-ad- 
miral's long-cherished ideas and plans had been 
acted upon, the blow had been struck, and his 
wishes triumphantly fulfilled, with a force so 
small as to reflect additional honour and credit 
upon the troops employed in its execution. It 
was the Rear-admiraPs ardent desire that our 
success should be followed up by an immediate 
attack upon Baltimore, not thirty-five miles dis- 
tant from Washington, while the panic of our 
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visit to the capital was yet strong upon the minds 
of the enemy. This idea was, I believe, ably 
seconded by the acting Quarter-Master-General, 
Lieutenant Evans ; but the risk was deemed too 
great, and the favourable moment was suffered to 
pass unheeded.* 

* The following is extracted from the National Intelligencer, 
the Government paper^ after the receipt of General Ross's dis- 
patch detailing the operations against Washington : it ought to 
be coupled with the one I have already given under the head of 
" American Heroism,*' page 318, and Captain Porter's official 
letter, page 319. 

*' Capture of Washington. 
" We have occupied a large portion of this day's paper with the 
enemy's official accounts of his enterprise against this city in Au- 
gust last. 

'* It has been remarked, and we believe truly, that if the 
official reports of British officers for the last thirty years could be 
collected, they would exceed in falsehood the fables of Munchausen 
and Gulliver. We must confess we never had any confidence 
in the correctness of their statements, particularly those respect- 
ing their conflicts in Europe during the late war ; and their re- 
ports of the various actions which have occurred since hostilities 
commenced with us, must have removed from the mind of every 
man any doubt of their systematic duplicity. But the papers 
now published stand pre-eminent for their disregard to truth. 
That particularly which relates to the capture of this city, as it 
refers to facts, of which we have a better knowledge, strikes us 
more forcibly with its false assertions. Those who had the mis- 
fortune to witness the scene at Bladensburg on the 24th of Au- 
gust, will scarcely be able to recognize a single fact truly stated 
by the enemy. The story about capturing two hundred pieces 
of cannon at the Navy Yard is perfectly ridiculous ; such a num- 
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On the 31st the squadron comnienced their re- 
trograde movement down the Patuxent. On the 
2nd of September we cleared the river and again 

ber of pieces, it is true, lay on the ground in the yard, and any 
casual visitor who has looked at them might with the same pro- 
priety talk of having captured them." 

With this trifling diflerence : a casual visitor might look upon 
them ; whereas we destroyed them* The editor of the above 
paper was a British subject. 

The Alexandria Herald stotes, " The official account of Ge- 
neral Koss is now before the public, and in introducing it to our 
readers we shall notice but a few particulars, as we find it to be 
as correct in detail as was expected, except in the exaggeration 
of the numbers opposed to him. • • • • 

But what most astonishes us is the unblushing manner in which 
he announces the destruction of the public buildings, including 
the President's palace, and proves that what we were willing 
heretofore to ascribe to the ferocious character of Cockbum, was 
his own deliberate act, and that he justly merited the subsequent 
fate that awaited him at Baltimore, which is a striking example 
of the singular chastisement inflicted by Divine vengeance upon 
the principal perpetrator of an act that must be vieveed by all 
nations with abhorrence who cultivate civilization, or the im- 
provement of the arts and sciences, and desti-oys that character 
of a soldier which the energy of his enterprize would otherwise 
have entitled him to as an honour to his profession. 

" The account of their loss is thus headed, ' A Ibt of the 
killed, wounded, and missing.* In the estimate, however, over 
which this is placed, there appear but two descriptions of loss, to 
vrit, killed and wounded. — Now, what has become of the missing 1 
Were there none, or was the number so great that they feared to 
let it be known 1 It is well known their greatest loss was in 
deserters." 
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emtered upon the broad bosom of the Chesapeake. 
Further operations in this quarter appeared to be 
abandoned, as Rear-admiral Codibum received 

Commodore Barney, in his letter to the editor of the Govern- 
ment paper, the National Intelligencer, says, — 

'* Let us for a moment make a comparison of the forces — Forty- 
seven sail of the line, frigates, bombs, sloops-of-war, tenders, 
and transports, having on board an army, as they said, of nine 
thousand veteran troops, the crews of the ships eight thousand 
more, a total of seventeen thousand men, to co-operate against 
fourteen open row-boats, (not gun-boats,) and one tender, having 
crews amounting in the whole to five hundred and three men." 

Commodore Barney here appears to have completely forgotten 
ould Ireland, to robe himself in the national costume of his 
adopted country. This impartial commentator upon General 
Ross's despatch continues, — 

" The General goes on to state how his troops advanced, and 
% the irresistible attack of the bayonet the enemy got into con- 
fusion and fled. It would have been more to the honour of the 
General if he had told that his men never had it in their power 
to use the bayonet but once, and then declined it. * * 

So far from using the bayonet, they fled before our men, who 
pursued them, the sailors crying out to board them ; nor did the 
enemy rally until they got into a ravine covered with woods, 
leaving their officers in our power. ♦ ♦ ♦ » 

The General says the artillery under Commodore Barney, * ten 
pieces, were taken.' The fact is, I never had but five pieces." 

In the noble Commodore's official letter to the Secretary of the 
Navy, detailing the battle of Bladensburg, written three months 
before the foregoing letter to the editor of the Government paper, 
these feats of American heroism, and the capture of the British 
officers, are altogether omitted. In that letter it appears the 
Commodore arrived upon the ground '* in a trot,*' after the battle 
began. " We 
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his orders to proceed to Bermuda. The marine 
artillery and colonial marines, who had been em- 
barked on board the Albion, were discharged into 

"We took our position on the rising ground, put the pieces 
in battery, posted the marines under Captain Miller, and the 
flotilla men, who were to act as infantry, under their own officers, 
on my right, to support the pieces, and waited the approach of 
the enemy. During this period the engagement continued, and 
the enemy advancing, our own army retreating before them, 
apparently in much disorder. At length the enemy made his 
appearance on the main road in force, and in front of my battery, 
and on seeing us made a halt. I reserved our fire. In a few 
minutes the enemy again advanced, when I ordered an eighteen- 
pounder to be fired, which completely cleared the road. Shortly 
after, a second and third attempt was made by the enemy to come 
forward, but all were destroyed. They then crossed over into 
an open field, and attempted to flank our right ; he was thei^p 
met by three twelve- pounders, the marines under Captain Miller, 
and my men acting as infantry, and again was totally cut up. 
By this time not a vestige of the American army remained, 
except a body of five or six hundred men posted on a height on 
my right, from whom I expected much support, from their fine 
situation. ##♦••» 

'* The enemy, who had been kept in check by our fire for nearly 
half an hour, now began to outflank us on the right ; our guns 
were turned that way. He pushed up the hill about two or 
three hundred towards the corps of Americans stationed as 
above described, who, to my great mortification, made no re- 
sistance, giving a fire or two, and retired. In this situation we 
had the whole army of the enemy to contend with. Our am- 
munition was expended, and unfortunately the drivers of my 
ammunition waggons had gone off in the general panic." — 
Brannan's Official Letters, page 406. 
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the Ramillies, Captain Sir Thomas Hardy, who, 
it was supposed, would remain senior officer in the 
bey. All our spare stores were to be distributed 
to the troopers and other vessels destined to re- 
main, while we received in return as many of the 
prize goods as could be stowed away for convey- 
ance to Bermuda. 

On the 4th of September we proceeded down the 
Chesapeake ; the prevalence of light airs retarded 
our progress. We parted company with the Com- 
mander-in-chief on the 7th, but had not gained 
eight or ten miles ahead of the squadron before 
he made the signal for the Rear-admiral : upon 
the return of the latter to the Albion we were 
again retracing our track up the Chesapeake. 
Sir Alexander Cochrane had altered his plans, and 
determined upon attacking Baltimore ; unfortu- 
nately the lapse of eighteen days gave the enemy 
an opportunity of perfecting their defences and 
collecting a large body of troops from the sur- 
rounding country. Recovered from tLe panic 
excited by our entry into their capital, they left 
no means untried of preparing a vigorous resist- 
ance to any attack that might be made upon 
them. Had the resolution of attacking Baltimore 
been adopted immediately after our success at 
Washington, there existed a well-grounded hope 
that it would have fallen an easy conquest to our 
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arms ; but now we had to take the ^^ bull by tlM 
hoiDfi^ instead of pursuing a beaten enemy. The 
calms and light airs prevented our reaching the 
Petq)sco before the 11th of September. The adr 
vantages this unfortunate delay gave to the enemy 
were incalculable. I would not have it supposed 
from the foregoing remarks, that I wish to impute 
blame to the late distinguished officer who held 
the chief command. He unquestionably acted 
upon what appeared to him at the mcxnent the 
most judicious policy. It is at all tin^s presump- 
tuous in a junior office to arraign the conduct of 
a respected commander-in-chief; ignc^ant of the 
grounds upon which Tie acted, it were neither just 
nor wise to pursue the subject fiEurther. 

It is easy to pronounce judgment at the con- 
dusion of a game of chess, when the moves of the 
opponents have passed in review before you; 
the bystanders can then with facility point out the 
erroneous move that led to the defeat of one of 
the parties. 

The whole of the troops on the morning of the 
12th Septemb^, were thrown on shore near North 
Point, forming one side of the entrance into the 
Petapsco.* The force, including five or six hun- 

♦ " The entire force collected for the defence of Baltimore, 
and stationed in the forts, batteries, and gun-vessels, was less 
than fifteen thousand. The British force was not much less.'* — 
N lie's Register, vol. vii. page 201. 
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dred seamen and marines, the (former trained to 
small arms,) amounted to little m(»re than three 
thousand men, who, as soon a^s they were formed, 
marched forward on the road to Baltimore, while 
the frigates, bomhs, and smaller craft, moved up 
towards Fort McHenry, at the entrance of Bal- 
timore Bay, or basin. The heat, as the sun rose in 
the heavens, was overpowering ; our men were 
greatly affected by it, and falling out of the ranks, 
Uirew themselves upon the ground fairly exhausted. 
At a small distance from the place of disembarka- 
tion, we came upon an unfinished intrenchment, 
and very soon afterwards upon the cavalry patroles 
of the enemy, consisting of young Baltimore volun- 
teers : they were made prisoners in a manner that 
showed they were not much accustomed to war- 
foe. A few miles farther on, and at some dis- 
tance from the head of the column, the General, 
ReajvadmHal, with their staff and an advanced 
guard of fifty or sixty men, were in the road lead- 
ing through a thick wood, when we unexpectedly 
came upon a body of four hundred American rifle- 
men and artillery, forming the advanced guard of 
the enemy's forces, strongly posted on both sides of 
the road. They immediately opened out a sharp 
fire ; it was returned by our men rushing upon the 
foe, who quickly fled to the right and left through the 
woods, leaving several of their men killed, wound- 
ed, and prisoners. As usual, the two senior oifi- 
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cers were the foremost of the advanced party when 
the skirmish commenced. General Ross, finding 
the enemy so strong in number, turned round, and 
addressing the Admiral, said, " I'll bring up the 
column f while in the act of speaking, a ball 
passed through his arm, entered his chest, and, as 
his horse was carrying him to the rear, he fell. 
The Rear-admiral was quickly by his side, who 
thus states the melancholy event in his despatch : 
" But it is with the most heartfelt sorrow I have 
to add, that in this short and desultory skirmish, 
my gallant and highly valued friend, the Major- 
general, received a musket-ball through his arm 
into his breast, which proved fatal to him on his 
way to the water-side for re-embarkation. 

" Our country. Sir, has lost one of its best and 
bravest soldiers, and those who knew him as I 
did, a friend most honoured and beloved. And 
I trust, Sir, I may be forgiven for considering it 
a sacred duty I owe to him to mention here, that 
whilst his wounds were binding up, and we were 
placing him on the bearer which was to carry him 
off the field, he assured me that the wounds he had 
received in the performance of his duty to his 
country, caused him not a pang ; but he felt alone 
anxiety for a wife and family dearer to him than 
his life, whom, in the event of the fatal termina- 
tion he foresaw, he recomniended to the protection 
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and notice of his Majesty's government and the 
country.'*'' ♦ 

• In the extracts offered to the public from Nile's Register 
and other American sources, we have hitherto found matter of 
surprize and amusement ; but the allusion to the death of General 
Ross in the following paragraph,. and the inscription intended 
to be placed upon a monument to perpetuate the desecration of 
his memoiy to posterity, assume a graver character, and invoke 
a feeling of pity, allied to disgust, towards the men who could 
indite without fear, read without shame, and record without com- 
punction, an inscription so impious in its dictation, and so false 
in its construction. 

** General Ross. — The man has paid the debt he owed to in- 
sulted humanity, and I say it in sincerity and truth : peace to his 
ashes ! I would forgive the actor, but not the action, and on this 
principle proposed about three months since, that a subscription 
should be opened to build up a monument near the spot where he 
fell, to be composed of huge rough rocks bolted together with 
great clumps of iron, on which in letters of solid brass should 
appear an inscription, after the following manner : 

By the just dispensation of Almighty God, 

near this spot was slain, 

Sept. 12, 1814, 

The Leader of a Host of Barbarians, 

who 

destroyed the Capitol of the United States, at 

Washington, Aug. 24, 1814, 

and devoted 

the Populous City of Baltimore 

to 

Rape, Robbery, and Conflagration. 

Peace to his spirit — but execration to his deeds ! 

** Thus I would suffer the memory of the man to die, bi 

gi?e his crime to the latest posterity." " 0^ ^ 
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It is gratifying to state, that the dying recom- 
mendation was attended to ; the estate of Bladens- 
burg will be a proud memorial to the descendants 
of the gallant soldier. The column opened its 
ranks to allow the bearer to pass to the rear. He 
had requested to be covered, that he might not 
be recognized by the troops, but the precaution 
was unnecessary ; the sad and mournful glances of 
the men as he passed by, betrayed their know- 
ledge of the fatal truth, and the estimation in 
which he was held by the army. It was a cata- 
strophe to be expected ; the Admiral and General 
were unsparing in their persons upon such occasions. 

The command of the army now devolved 
upon Colonel Brooke, of the 44th regiment, 
who, closing with the advance, pushed forward. 
The enemy's forces, consisting of seven thousand 
men, were now discovered in an open space, and 
drawn up to oppose us : on perceiving the ad- 
vance of our troops, they filed off into a wood 
on their right, and drew up behind a stout pa- 
ling, where they appeared determined to wait our 

** 0^ As a plan of a monument to the memory of Ross, some- 
what like the preceding, has appeared in an eastern paper long 
since this was firstwritten out, it is due to myself to state the fact, 
lest I might be charged with plagiarism that I am guiltless of. 
It is very possible for two persons to fall upon the same ideas, 
as in this case happened." — Nile's Register, Supplement to vol. 
vii. page 167. 
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attack. As we debouched upon the open ground 
the enemy had just quitted, a sharp cannonade 
commenced from their field-pieces, which was 
replied to, with severe effect, by our artillery. 
Our troops, on quitting the road, turned off to the 
right, and formed in line in front of the enemy. 
While the artillery were amusing thanselves on 
both sides, the men were ordered to lie down and 
take what refreshments their havresacks and can- 
teens afforded. This delay was to allow time to 
the detachment sent to turn the enemy**s left 
flank. Previously to the commencement of the 
attack, the Rear-admiral, who was well known 
to the enemy from his white horse and gold-laced 
hat, rode along the line from left to right, at a 
foot pace. The instant he was perceived, the 
fire of the enemy**s guns seemed to follow him 
the whole length of the line ; the shot might 
be seen grazing before, behind, imder, and pass- 
ing over his horse. I several times heard the 
troops, as he approached in front of them, jokingly 
exclaim, ^' Look out, my lads, here is the Admiral 
coming, you'll have it directly." The seamen 
trained to small arms formed the centre of the 
British line, and the Admiral, not having any ftir- 
ther occasion for my services at the moment near 
his person, kindly gave me the command of the 
Albion'^s men. The light troops first advanced in 

VOL. III. Q 
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open order, creeping along the ground under shel- 
ter of the smallest shrub or mound, which brought 
on a partial fire of musketry from the enemy. 
Our luncheon ended, we were impatient for the 
moment of action, for there is nothing so galling 
as being under fire without the power of returning 
it. The welcome note of the bugle sounded the 
advance, and the whole body started forward in 
steady quick time. While the Americans were 
ensconced in the wood behind a fence, resting 
their arms on the palings, and taking a deliberate 
aim, we had to move forward over an open space 
of five or six hundred yards, exposed to their fire. 
A roar of musketry opened out ; it fell like a hail- 
storm around us ; not a shot was returned till we 
were within twenty yards of the enemy, when 
they received a terrific discharge— our gallant 
troops rushing on, scaled the palings. The Ame- 
ricans could not stand cold steel, and they fled in 
every direction. The fire of the British troops now 
became deadly on the flying foe, and would have 
told tenfold more severely but for the shelter af- 
forded them by the trees ; one of their guns fell 
into the hands of the blue jackets. It now became 
a regular chase ; numbers of the Americans were 
taken prisoners ; fearfiil of continuing their retreat, 
they skreened themselves behind the larger trees 
from our fire, stuck up like sentries. The alarm 
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and consteraation of some of these gentry were truly 
ludicrous. These sheltered heroes were not per- 
ceived till we were immediately on board of them; 
the sword was frequently upraised to deal the 
deadly blow, when they would throw away their 
muskets, drop upon their knees, and call out at 
the full pitch of their voices, " Quarter ! quarter ! 
quarter !**'' This was afterwards explained ; it had 
been impressed upon their minds by their chiefs, 
that they would not receive any quarter from the 
'* Britishers."" We however popped upon one 
fellow, who, doubtless impressed with this erro- 
neous idea, had determined to sell his life as 
dearly as possible. I observed him levelling his 
rifle, and called upon him to surrender. We were 
not half a dozen paces apart, but, instead of com- 
plying with my command, he fired, the ball grazed 
my left side, cutting my flannel waistcoat, and 
unfortunately entered the breast of a fine young 
man close behind me, named Edmondson, the 
clerk of the Melpomene, who was attached to the 
Albion's party. The American then threw away 
his rifle and took to his heels, but he had pro- 
ceeded a very few paces before he was stretched 
on the earth by the fire of two of my men. 

Mr. Edmondson was hurried to the tomb by 
the sabre cut of a naval Lieutenant, who, seeiug 
him on the ground, and taking him for a skulker, 
q2 
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inflicted a severe wound upon the unhappy young 
man. It was a lamentable error, and must ever 
entail severe and secret sufferings upon the too 
precipitate officer. 

While the main body of our troops advanced in 
front, the detachment sent to the right came up on 
the enemy's left and turned their flank. It was 
a second edition of the " Bladensburg Races."" 
Here again we felt the loss of cavalry, and the 
effect of our previous fetiguing march ; we were 
unable to pursue, and the scattered forces ef- 
fected their escape, with a comparatively trifling 
loss in prisoners. The road to Baltimore might 
be tracked by the blood of the wounded men. 
Finding the pursuit unavailing, the bugle sound- 
ed the halt, and the whole army bivouacked at a 
short distance beyond the field of battle. Several 
soldiers were employed in filling their canteens, 
and Admiral Cockbum in watering his horse, at a 
pool of clean water supplied by a stream gushing 
from a high rock thickly covered with trees and 
underwood, when a volley of musketry was poured 
dov^n upon us from above, killing and wounding 
several of the men. The volley was doubtless in- 
tended for the Admiral's peculiar benefit ; he how- 
ever escaped unhurt, but his horse's shoulder was 
deeply grazed by a ball. The skulkers effected 
their escape. The loss on our side in this action 
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was severe, amounting in the whole to forty-six 
killed and three hundred wounded. The Albion**s 
party had four killed and fifteen wounded. An 
excellent petty officer, named Billett, who acted 
as Serjeant to the small-arm men, was knocked 
down by two shot : though moving on at a quick 
rate, the brave fellow recovered himself, and run- 
ning forward retook his station by my side, 
determined, as he said, to pay off ths score on 
Yankeedoodle, when he received another shot 
which again laid him low. Evening closed in, 
spreading its sable mantle over the dead, the 
wounded, and the dying. By the Rear-admiral's 
direction I returned to the field of battle to look 
after Captain Robyns of the marines, and the 
wounded, and to perform the last sad rites to the 
remains of our fallen companions, but more parti- 
cularly to those who had so lately been under my 
orders. 

A field of battle is a sickening sight when the 
fever of the blood has cooled, and the enthusiasm 
of desperate strife subsided into calm reflection. 
I found my old messmate Robyns snugly housed 
in a shepherd's cot, and my acting segeant Billett 
near a small bush, under which he had taken 
shelter, stiff with the clotted gore that had issued 
fi*om his wounds, but in tolerable spirits. He was 
quickly removed to the meeting-house, and made 
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as comfortable as circumstances would pennit. I 
was fortunate in finding all the sufferers, and 
the slain were consigned to a hastily made grav^. 
Our own coimtrymen being provided for, the 
wounded Americans claimed our care : they were 
found in twos, threes, and sixes together; they 
shared with our own people the aid of the medical 
men, and all the attention it was in our power to 
bestow upon their sufferings. The meeting-house, 
a place of worship, the only building near the 
scene of battle, was converted into a temporary 
refuge for friends and foes. The temple of God 
■—of peace and goodwill towards men — vibrated 
with the groans of the wounded and the dying. 
The accents of human woe floated upon the ear, 
and told a melancholy tale of the ebbing tide of 
human life.* 

* Our forces are thus estimated in Nile's Register, vol. vii. 
page 23. 

*' The force that landed consisted of nine thousand men, viz. 
five thousand soldiers, two thousand marines, and two thousand 
sailors. The first under General Ross, the latter commanded 
by the famous Admiral Cockbum." 

After enumerating the dififerent regiments composing their 
force against us in the battle of the 12th, it is stated, " All the 
rest were city troops, and the whole, including Captain Mont- 
gomery's company of artillery, with six four-pounders, amounted 
to about three thousand two hundred men." At the latter part 
of the same account, page 25 : "To return to the field engage- 
ment : the force of the enemy in the battle may have amounted 
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At daylight on the 13th the army moved on 
towards Baltimore, and before noon we arrived 
within two miles of the defences thrown up around 
the town. In the mean time the bombs were bu- 
sily employed in bombarding Fort McHenry. 
Captain Napier in the evening, with a detachment 

to four thousand men. They were fine-looking fellows, but 
seemed very unwilling to meet the 'Yankee bullets ;* their dodg- 
ing from the cannon and stooping before the musketiy, has 
already been noticed. The prisoners and deserters say, that for 
the time the affair lasted and the men engaged, they never re- 
ceived so destructive a fire. Their whole loss may be safely 
estimated at, from five to seven hundred men.*' 

It has been very aptly observed by Mr. James, upon this sub- 
ject, in his Military Occurrences : " Nor is it pretended that 
any reinforcement of British troops subsequently arrived in the 
Chesapeake." " Yet every one of our three historians," (Dr. 
Smith, Mr. Thompson, and Mr. O'Connor,) "instead of deduct 
ing his own estimate of our loss, adds two or three thousand men 
to his own estimate of our force at Bladensburg and Washing* 
tan. For instance. Dr. Smith, who stated our force at Bladens- 
burg at four thousand, states without assigning any reason for 
the augmentation, that we brought to Baltimore five thousand 
troops : Mr Thompson makes his six thousand' regulars, sailons, 
and marines, eight thousand soldiers, sailors, and marines : and 
Mr. O'Connor his five thousand, between eight and nine thou- 
sand men." The British troops that landed, under the command 
of General Ross, at North Point, consisted of detachments of 
royal and marine artillery ; the remnants of the 1st battalion of 
the 4th, 21st, and 44th regiments ; and the 85th regiment ; the 
1st and 2nd colonial marines ; detachments of marines from the 
ship ; and a body of six hundred seamen, the whole amounting 
to three thousand two hundred and seventy rank and file. 
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of boats, made a feint upon the defences on the 
riveivside.* The Rear-admiral, in company with 
General Brooke, reconnoitred the lines, and I 
was despatched to the Commander-in-chief to 
state the supposed amount of the American forces, 
fifteen or twenty thousand militia, and the de- 
termination of the Rear-admiral and General to 
attack the enemy at one o'clock in the morning, 
and to request that he would at that hour make 
a diversion on the sea front. On reaching the 
beach Sir Thomas Hardy gave me a passage off to 
the Admiral. After some time spent in discuss- 
ing the matter of which I was the bearer, an 
open letter was delivered to me by the Comman- 
der-in-chief, under circimistances precisely similar 
to those already related after the destruction of 
ConMnodore Barney's flotilla. That letter con- 
tained an order to the Rear-admiral, in the fol- 
lowing words, " You are on no account to attack 
the enemy, unless positively certain of success.*" 
I reached the head-quarters about five or six 
o'clock in the afternoon, at the moment the Rear- 

* In speaking of Captain Napier's feint with the boats, Mr. 
O'Connor, the historian, states they were so warmly attacked, 
that " the screams of their wounded could be heard in the 
midst of a roar of arms, that made the houses in the city shake 
for nearly an hour and an half." — Mirabile dicta ! 

The real fact is, that only one boat was struck, and ojte mm 
in her was mortally wounded. 
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admiral and General were returning firom a recon- 
Btrftring party. The former in high spirits thus 
addressed me^ " Well^ S— , have you delivered 
my message to the Commander-in-«hief ? We 
have had ati excellent view of their defences; 
before two o^clock to-moirow morning all that 
you now see (pointing out the lines on the Chin* 
copink hills) wiU be ours. What force is to assist 
us on the waterside P^' 

In tendering the open letter of Sir Alexwider 
Cochrane I observed, " I trust, sir, the contents 
of this despatch will not frustrate your^s and the 
GeuCTaFs plans.*" 

The perusal of the letter dispelled the animated 
smile of confidence from his brow, and he hand- 
ed it to General Brooke ; it was evident that 
there was a break-down. The Rear-admiral was 
still for proceeding in the execution of the ar- 
rangement for storming the works ; but the Gene- 
ral did not deem himself authorised in so doing, 
after the communication of the Commander-in- 
chief. It ended in a council of wjtf being sum- 
moned by General R-ooke, to which the Admiral 
was invited, but whidi he instantly declined. 

The deliberations lasted till midnight, when 
the majority of the assembled officers decided 
upon a retreat ; and at half-past one in the morn- 
ing of the 14th of September, we commenced our 
q5 
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retrograde movemeni. Six or seven miles from 
the position we had quitted, we bivouacked for 
the night. The field of battle of the 12th was 
passed, and nimibers of the American bodies, en- 
tirely stripped, were still lying scattered about, 
presenting a horrid, disgusting spectacle. During 
the march, the rear of the column were emerging 
from a wood into an open space, when the report 
of the enemy being close upon our heels caused 
the troops to wheel into line on each side of the 
high road, and form the order of battle. The 
spirits and enthusiasm of the men were immedi- 
ately rekindled. *' What ! you are not satis- 
fied, Jonathan, am't you !^' " You want another 
dose !" '^ Come along then, you beggars ! we 
are all ready for you V might be heard issuing 
from the ranks, as the veterans of the Peninsula 
were handling and preparing their arms. It was 
a false alarm, and the column moved on to the 
ground which it was to occupy for the night. On 
the 15th the whole returned to North Point, and 
embarked in the course of the afternoon, without 
seeing a man of the enemy, or having received 
an iota of annoyance on our slow return to the 
boats.* 

* The public despatches, and every army and navy officer pre- 
sent will corroborate my statement. They cannot fail of being 
amused di the desperate heroism of Serjeant Killer, whose 
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It was a mortifying result after the brilliaat 
success of the 12th ; and we felt it to be doubly 
vexatious on acquiring the knowledge that, had 
the proposed attack been persevered in, it would 
have prospered, commissioners having been actu- 
ally appointed on the part of the enemy to treat 
for the safety of the town. But it is a sad subject, 
and I will no longer dwell on unpleasant reminis- 
cences.* 

astonbhing feat of arms called forth the applause of General 
Winder, as wiU be seen from the following extract of an order 
promulgated by the American Commander-in-chief, at the head 
of his troops, September 18th, 1814. 

'* The bold and intrepid charge that Seijeant Killer, of Cap- 
tain Bird's company, made upon the rear guard of the retreating 
enemy with but three dragoons, in which he dispersed a guard 
of eighteen fusileers, taking six of them prisoners, in despite of 
their fire and shot of a four-pounder within half canister dis- 
tance, which made three discharges at him, deserves the highest 
approbation ; and the skill and dexterity with which he accom- 
plished this bold achievement, proves he will be competent to a 
more considerable command, to which the justice of his govern- 
ment will no doubt advance him. 

•* Robert G. Hite, Assist. Adj, Gen." 
Nile's Register, vol. vii. page 30. 

* It appears that our retreat has been considered so glorious 
to the American arms, that a " Battle monument" has been 
erected by the Baltimoreans to commemorate the event. It is 
to be hoped that Sergeant Killer's brilliant exploit is duly re- 
corded upon it. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Quit the Chesapeake for Bennada — Funeral of the late Sir Peter 
Parker — Moments of bitterness in an officer's life— Again 
enter the Capes of Virginia — A snare— Our rocket-boat— 
Jonathan's dismay — Recapture an English merchant-vess^ — 
Twl of an hurricane — A wreck — Chase a large ship— Reach 
Cumberland Island^Take possession of St. Mary's — Arrival 
off the station — My promotion— Quit St. Mary's — Flags of 
truce— Young ladies — A pretended deserter — Reward of his 
perfidy — Peace between Great Britain and the United States 
— Offer to take charge of the Countess of Harcourt, India- 
man — Departure from Cumberland Island — A severe gale 
— Appalling situation — Get safe to anchor— Arrival at Ber- 
muda — An anxious chase — My success — ^Passage home in 
the Endymion — Conclusion. 

Pour days after we had retired from Balti- 
more, the Commander-in-chief sailed for Halifax ; 
and on the 26th, in company with the Hebrus, 
we quitted the Chesapeake for Bermuda, where 
we arrived on the 6th of October. On the 14th of 
the same month, all the officers of the squadron 



Digitized 



by Google 



A NAVAL LIFE. 



d49 



attended the funeral of the late Sir Peter Parker, 
who had fallen in an attack upon a very superior 
force, at a place called Moor-fields. It was 
a moumfdl array; the minute guns boomed 
the note of death far and wide over the bosom of 
the sea, proclaiming to its inmost depths the loss 
of her chivalrous and gallant son. Sir Petei* 
Parker died in the pride of health, honour, and 
command ; his body was placed in a temporary 
tomb at St. George's, from which it was after- 
wasrds removed to England. 

At Bermuda the answer to the despatches from 
Washington was received. From a conversation 
held with the Commander-in-chief relative to the 
ifisappointment I had experienced at not being 
nominated the bearer of the despatches to Eng- 
land, I was certainly led to expect my promotion. 
I confess I deeply felt the slight when I found 
two officers promoted on the occasion of the battle 
of Bladensbuig, who were not within fifty miles of 
the scene of action ! The Rear-admiral condoled 
with me on the annihilation of my dearest hopes, 
and silenced my entreaties to return home by 
saying he had work in perspective for me, which 
shotJd ensure the completion of my wishes. 
There are moments of bitterness in an officer's 
life, when his feelings are probed to the quick, 
and which are neither to be mastered by pa- 
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triotism nor reason, until time has seared the 
wound. The north-west breezes and the sea spray 
washed away the legion of blue devils that had 
infested my waking and sleeping visions while in 
a state of inactivity. 

On the 30th of November we again entered the 
Capes of Virginia, and the same afternoon pro- 
ceeded up the Chesapeake. Here the forces were 
collected: meanwhile I was despatched for stock 
in the neighbourhood of the Rappahannock river. 
A farm-house, situated at the fiirther border of 
a fine circular piece of water, (and directly oppo- 
site to the mouth or entrance, which was scarcely 
pistol-shot across,) attracted my attention. The 
civility of the Americans, and non-resistance to 
our foraging parties for some months, had thrown 
me off my guard, and I entered this cul de sac 
without taking the precautions necessary to be 
adopted in such cases. My mission was accom- 
plished to? the satisfiiction of buyer and seller : 
the latter appeared unusually accommodating ; he 
was lavish in his civilities and communications, 
and would have kept me in conversation ad infi- 
nitum^ had I not broken the thread of his artfiil 
yam by hurrying the embarkation of the stock, 
and pushing off to return to the Albion. On 
approaching the outlet my eyes were quickly 
opened to the extent of the snare planned for 
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our destruction. We found both points occu- 
pied in strong force by the enemy's militia. 
Had they maintained their ground, our passage 
would have been completely barred. Fortunately, 
on these excursions we were generally accom- 
panied by a rocket-boat ; and, directing the 
launch to advance and open her fire upon one 
of the points, the rocket-boat was ordered to 
attack the other : the remaining boats kept close 
in their rear. 

At this moment the enemy showed a bold 
front, and thickly lined the shrubs and imderwood 
on the edge of the water with their riflemen, by 
which means they might have picked off every 
man, had the boats attempted the passage ; but 
the first rocket discharged passed through the 
body of the commanding officer's horse, shattered 
the unfortunate rider's legs, and, flying into the 
ranks, spread consternation by its terrific roar, and 
still more terrible effects. The whole body im- 
mediately broke, and scampered off as if his Sa- 
tanic majesty had been at their heels. Their bre- 
thren on the opposite shore, observing the effects 
of the rocket, evacuated their position at the 
second discharge of the launch, and left us a clear 
passage* We were not slow in taking advantage 
of Jonathan's dismay, and pushed through the 
narrows without injury. 
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The colonial marines from Tangier Island bav^ 
ing been embarked, the Rear-admiral leaving di^ 
rections for the Dragon and troop-ships to follow, 
we left the Chesapeake in company with the 
Causo schooner, and Anna Maria and Messeng^ 
tenders, the latter a prize packet sloop, fitted up 
under the command of Mr. Thome, master''s 
mate. We remained at anchor five or six leagues 
to the south-east of Cape Henry till the 18th of 
December, when we were joined by the Hebrus 
frigate, and then made sail to the southward. Three 
days afterwards we recaptured an English mer- 
chant vessel. A succession of severe gales retarded 
our progress sadly. 

About three hundred miles to the eastward of 
Chariestown, we fell in with the tail of a hurri- 
cane. The ship, without a stitch of sail set, was 
nearly laid on her beam ends, the lee quarter- 
deck guns were immersed in the water, and, as 
she rose again, all the hammocks in the lee quar- 
ter-deck netting (those in the wake of the main 
rigging excepted) Were washed overboard. We 
could scarcely see twice our length, from the 
wreaths of spray swept from the surface of the 
sea by the tremendous violence of the wind : the 
sound of the human voice was lost amidst the 
roar and din of elements. It was fortunately not 
of long duration. The Albion behaved most 
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nobly; her lower deck remained perfectly dry 
the whole period of the gale — a fact which speaks 
volumes for the admirable manner in which she 
had been put out of hand by Sir Robert Seppings 
on his new plan of building. On the dispersion 
of the gale, not one of our consorts was to be 
seen : great fears were entertained for the safety 
of the Messenger, from the circimistanee of her 
being heavily masted. A few days, however, re- 
lieved our apprehensions ; the Devastation bomb 
had fiJlen in with and taken the tender under her 
protection. 

In the first week of the new year, 1815, the 
Messenger was fated (notwithstanding she had 
survived the hurricane) to be despatched to 
Davy'^s locker. We were steering about two 
points free at the commencement of a gale, with 
thick weather from the northward, when, thanks 
to the sharp look-out of one of the most indefetiga- 
ble and best signal-officers in His Majesty'*s navy, 
the Messenger^s mast was discovered to go over the 
side. She was little more than a mile on our wea- 
ther quarter ; had not Lieutenant Robe's quick 
eye caught her at that identical moment, her crew 
would in all probability have met with a watery 
grave. The Albion immediately wore and brought 
to the wind, with her maintopsail to the mast. 
The sloop'^s mast, in going over the side, crushed 
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her decks in to leeward, and tore them up to 
windward, opening a fair passage to the heavy 
sea that broke over her as she lay broadside on to 
the angry surge. Mr. Thome very expeditiously 
succeeded in cutting away the wreck, and in ship- 
ping a small spar down her fore-peak, upon which 
he hoisted a boat sail, and got her round before 
the wind. The Albion's quarter-boat was lower- 
ed down in slifety, and I pushed off to answer the 
signal of distress that had been thrown out. She 
brought-to close to windward of us ; but the wind 
and sea had already risen to such a height that 
it was only by the utmost exertions of the crew 
that we were enabled to reach the wreck : by the 
time we got alongside, the vessel was half full of 
water. Not a moment was to be lost, night was 
fast approaching. I succeeded in extricating the 
officer and crew from their perilous situation, but 
not an article belonging to them could be saved. 
Scarcely had we gained in distance twice her own 
length, before a heavy sea broke in upon her as 
she rolled to windward, and the Messenger went 
to the bottom. It was really an anxious and ex- 
citing moment; the boat was fearfully crowded, 
and lay deep in the water. The Albion was drift- 
ing fast to leeward, and it would require all the 
strength of the oars double banked, to get under 
her lee ere the sable curtain of night should be 
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drawn around us, and shut her wholly out from 
view. No sound of joy or congratulation was 
heard to issue from the lips of the rescued crew ; 
they were hushed by a full consciousness of the 
perils that still surrounded us. At one moment 
the boat was borne high upon the swelling wave, 
the next she was sinking into the watery vale, 
encircled by the foaming billows that curled their 
angry heads and broke in hissing mood aroimd, 
threatening to silence our hopes and fears for ever. 
It was not so decreed ; we arrived in safety along- 
side the Albion. But death was not to be thus 
defrauded of his prey ; the dart was aimed, and 
the act that placed the Messenger's crew in safety, 
proved the destruction of an excellent seaman 
named Nelson, who perished beneath the Albion''s 
counter. This melancholy termination to exer- 
tions deserving a happier fate, was caused by one 
of the quarter davits giving way while hoisting up 
the boat; she was dashed to pieces, the sea 
engulphing her remains and the poor fellow 
together. 

Off Charlestown we chased a large ship, which 
proved to be an English captured East Indiaman ; 
finding it impossible to get clear of us, the enemy 
ran her on the bar upon which the sea was break- 
ing with tremendous fury. The Americans im- 
mediately deserted her in their boats. The 
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shoalness of the water, the heavy ground-srreD, 
and strong breeze, rendered it impracticable on our 
part to send any boat to her : she quickly went to 
pieces, and the whole of the unfortunate Lascars 
belonging to her perished. 

We did not reach Cumberland Island untD the 
14th of January. This was the spot to which 
Sir Alexander Cochrane had despatched his 
second in command to create a diversion in his 
favour, while he proceeded with the great bulk of 
the army and navy against New Orleans. The 
melancholy details of that operation are too well 
known to require any notice from one who was not 
present on that disastrous occasion. 

Here we found all the squadron assembled. 
Captain Somerville of the Rota, had landed a 
detachment of the 2nd West India regiment and 
marines, for the purpose of taking possession of 
Cumberland Island, and making an attack upon 
the Fort of Point Petre, commanding the entrance 
to St. Mary's river. On the day of our arrival 
it was attacked by Captain Barrie ; the garrison 
abandoned it, discharging their guns, and leaving 
a train to their magazine, which fortunately the 
captors cut off and extinguished. 

The Rear-admiral immediately landed, and pro- 
ceeded to take possession of St. Mary'^s, the fron- 
tier town of Georgia. No resistance whatever was 
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made, and the shipping in the river and stores in 
the town were taken possession of without a shot 
being fired. The Countess of Harcourt India- 
man, of eight hundred tons, which had been cap- 
tured by the enemy and taken up the river, was 
brought down and loaded with cotton, as well as 
all the other prize shipping. While we remained 
in possession of St. Mary's, the cold was so in- 
tense, that the water in my bed-room was frozen 
solid in one night, and this within seven degrees 
of the tropic. 

I had been absent twq days in the boats, visit- 
ing the neighbouring islands, when I returned to 
St. Mary's in time to sit down to the Admiral's 
dinner, at which all the Captains of the squadron 
were assembled. The arrival of the Statira was 
announced, and soon afterwards her Captain made 
his appearance, bringing with him despatches for 
the Admiral. Mr. Glover, the Secretary, disco- 
vered among the packet of letters one for me ; and 
sending it to the bottom of the table, observed, 
" There, Master Jemmy, I hope that will please 
you." It was a letter from the Admiralty, *' On 
service." Without noticing the address, I broke 
the seal, and found my almost abandoned hopes 
fulfilled. Their lordships had promoted me to 
the rank of Commander. My first impulse was 
to rise and place the letter in my Admiral's hands, 
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remarking with nearly overpowered feelings, " For 
this, Sir, I feel solely indebted to you."" Having 
read the short but pleasing communication, he ob- 
served, " I shall have a pretty apology to make 
on your account— come, take your sdat.'^ Turn- 
ing to his company, he requested they would fill 
a bumper ; and then, in a manner that forbids 
repetition, made known my promotion, by pro- 
posing the health of Captain S — . That moment 
was one of the happiest of my life. In the course 
of the evening I questioned Mr. Glover as to the 
meaning of the "pretty apology'** alluded to by 
the Admiral. He showed me Admiral Cock- 
bum'^s reply to their Lordships, on learning that I 
was not promoted for Washington. That reply is 
engraven on my heart; and in presenting it to 
public notice, I feel that if I may incur the charge 
of egotism, I shall at the same time invoke a just 
sentiment of esteem for the man who can consci- 
entiously and fearlessly discharge his duty to his 
country, and to those who may have the good for- 
tune to be placed under his command. After ex- 
pressing his disappointment upon the subject, he 
continued, " If I have not the power of rewarding 
those officers by whose means I have been enabled 
to carry my plans into execution, I must beg leave 
to resign a situation so painful to my feelings."^ 
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There are many men living who have felt the full 
benefit of these feelings. 

We soon after quitted St. Mary s, having first 
destroyed Point Petre Fort, and transported all 
its artillery to Cumberland Island. Here an in- 
trenched camp was formed around one of the 
largest houses in Georgia, in which the Admiral 
took up his head-quarters. The house was built 
by the famous republican. General Green, and 
was at the time inhabited by his daughter and 
her husband, Mr. Shaw, a Scotch gentleman. 
Before it was taken possession of by the English 
forces, a large party of young ladies had assembled 
on a visit to Mrs. Shaw. Their parents were dis- 
mayed at the news of our descent, and many of 
them made their appearance in a flag of truce, for 
the purpose of rescuing their treasures from the 
grasp of the enemy : their embassy met with all 
the success they desired. But, on an interview 
with the dear objects of their aflTections, they were 
aghast and utterly confounded at having a request 
preferred by the young ladies to rem.iin where they 
were for the full period of their intended visit. 
It was agreed to ; and the flags of truce returned 
with the satisfied parents and fiiends of the cap- 
tured fair ones. The Admiral was too gallant to 
encroach upon their accommodations, and there- 
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fore erected a marquee for his bed-room. During 
the day he had his room, and the whole party 
joined his table, which he kept up on his usual 
liberal scale. In the evening we all met in the 
drawing-room, and the time passed most agreeably; 
but at night the proprietor and our fair hostess, 
with her amiable guests, retained sole possession 
of the mansion. 

Two or three days after our settlement at 
Cumberland Island, an American seaman came 
over to us in the pretended character of a de- 
serter. He assumed to give information of his 
countrymen^s movements, but in a manner so 
imsatisfactory, as not to gain the slightest credit. 
He was the tool, it is to be feared, of some dege- 
nerate conclave. In the middle of the night he ap- 
proached the Admiral's tent with the intention of 
entering it, when he was stopped by the sentinel. 
He now acted the part of a tipsy man, and in- 
sisted upon speaking to the Admiral ; the alter- 
cation brought the segeant of the guard to the 
spot, who ordered him off. Finding the mask he 
had assumed of no avail, and despairing of attain- 
ing his end by fair means, he resorted to other 
measures, and endeavoured to force an entry. 
Pushing the Serjeant on one side, he attempted 
to rush by the sentinel, but the latter was too 
quick; he brought his piece to the charge, the 
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deserter knocked it on one side, and a struggle en- 
sued. The Serjeant settled the business ; the de- 
serter received the reward of his perfidy and folly 
by being bayoneted on the spot. On searching 
the body, he was found to be armed with loaded 
pocket pistols, and a short stiletto concealed in 
his breast. His intention cannot be doubted, but 
it fills the mind with pity and contempt for the 
degenerate beings who could urge on another to 
the commission of a deed of such fearful import 
as that of assassination. 

We remained in Cumberland Island in the 
expectation of a reinforcement of troops, on the 
arrival of which it was the Rear-admiral's inten- 
tion to attack Savannah ; but ere they made their 
appearance, Peace had been concluded between 
Great Britain and the United States.* 

I had. been appointed to the command of a 

♦ " There is no way in which money could be so usefully 
spent as to have the accounts of our victories [translated into 
different languages] spread through the civilized world. The 
pitiful affair of Washington was circulated on the Continent 
by the British. Let the people hear the other side. It would 
produce an irresistible current in our favour, and its effects felt 
for ages, and contribute to the future peace and safety of the 
United States — National honour is national strength" — Nile's 
Register, vol. vii, page 170. 

I perfectly agree with this transatlantic writer, that " National 
honour is national strength," but to consolidate the latter the 
first must be based on the pedestal of truth. 
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sloop of war on the station from home, bnt by 
some accident the Commander-in-chief had for- 
gotten to forward my appointment, or to inform 
me of it, ajid I therefore remained in ignorance of 
the fiict. Since the receipt of the usual official 
letter annoimcing my advancement, I had been 
serving as a volunteer; but now that there was 
an end to all further hostilities, I offered to take 
chaige of the Countess of Harcourt Indiaman, 
and conduct her to Bermuda. She was a heavy 
teak-built ship, and, on passing the bar, had 
knocked off her rudder and broken all the pintles. 
As the passage to Bermuda was short, it was 
supposed those found on the wreck of a four- 
hundred ton ship lying on the beach, would^ serve 
our purpose, and they were transferred to the 
rudder of the Indiaman. With a cargo of a 
hundred and twenty runaway slaves^ several 
wounded men, and a crew of twenty seamen, 
I took my departure from Cumberland Island, 
under convoy of his Majesty'*s brig Dotterel of 
eighteen guns, and in company with several other 
prizes. All went on prosperously till within a 
hundred miles of our destination, when a severe 
gale sprang up from the westward. 

We hove-to on the statboard tack for the 
night, forty miles to windward of the island, under 
a close-reefed main topsail, and storm staysails. 
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At midnight when preparing to put her head off 
the shore by " wearing ship," away went all the 
pintles of the rudder, the tiller alone holding it, 
for rudder pendants we had none. The heavy 
manner in which it was thrown up and struck 
against the counter, led me to fear more se- 
rious mischief: our first efforts, therefore, were 
directed to get rid of it, and we succeeded ; our 
next to secure the rudder port, through which the 
sea rushed at every dip she made by the stem. ' 

This danger provided against, came the appal- 
ling review of our situation. The gale increased ; 
twenty miles off lay a reef of rocks, upon which we 
were fast drifting. From the light cargo of cotton, 
the vessel was high out of the water, and all our 
endeavours to get her upon the opposite tack, only 
accelerated our approach to the reef. Without a 
spare spar or a carpenter^s tool of any description 
—I adopted the only resource in my power. 
The cable was got up and faked along the deck ; 
these being firmly lashed together, formed an ob- 
long square ; pigs of iron, attached to the lower 
part, and a top-gallant mast lashed along the upper, 
gave it the form of a river-bargees rudder. Being 
thus speedily prepared, it was launched overboard, 
properly guyed from both quarters, and secured 
by hawsers close to the stem post ; still we could 
not get her round. Signal guns of distress were 
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fired every five minutes ; I felt we were making 
rapid strides towards eternity. I began to think 
my fate a hard one, when the wind suddenly 
chopped round from the south-west to north-west, 
and all danger for the moment vanished. Morn- 
ing broke upon us with thick weather and nothing 
in sight. At noon it cleared up, and the Dotterel 
was discovered from the mast-head, twelve or 
fourteen miles oflf*. We attracted her attention 
to the signal of distress by the booming of our 
guns: at two o'^clock she passed within hail of 
us. The Lieutenant, her acting commander, was 
an old officer, long past the hey-day of life: 
he fancied no boat could live in such a sea, and 
therefore declined sending one on board. We had 
a little two-oared jolly, which was got out, and 
with two men I succeeded in boarding the Dot- 
terel, when I pointed out to her acting Captain the 
necessity of remaining by us to aflford the requisite 
assistance as soon as the weather should moderate. 
He obstinately refiised compliance with this sug- 
gestion, stating that his orders were positive to make 
the best of his way to Bermuda. He proposed 
to take my people out and abandon the vessel, 
or leave me to my fate. Finding I could gain 
nothing, and that the lives of so many men were 
in jeopardy, I did not deem myself authorized to 
balance the responsibility against the preservation 
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of the ship and cargo : I therefore reluctantly 
agreed to his proposal. With some diiSSculty and 
great danger we succeeded in removing the 
wounded men and negroes: furling all her sails 
but the mizen topsail and mizen staysail, the 
Countess of Harcourt was left to her fete. By 
some unaccountable means the Dotterel passed 
the Island of Bermuda in the night, and the 
acting captain, rather too tenacious of receiving 
advice, stood away to the eastward. Fortunately 
we fell in at noon the following day with Captain 
Pateshall, in the Jaseur, who pointed out the 
error of our way, and following his course, we got 
safe to an anchor at Bermuda the next morn- 
ing. Here we had the satis&ction of seeing the 
American frigate President lying alongside her 
captor the Endymion, repairing their damages.* 

* In this action there was only one cause of regret, which was 

Tery generally felt throughout the British navy, viz. that any 

other English ship should have been in sight during the contest. 

The force of the two frigates were as follows. 

Endymion. PretidenU 

r 241bs. 28 

" Broadside guns| ^^^^^^ g^^ 

Crew, men only, 319 465 

Tons 1277 1533." 

The Endymion was one of the largest of our frigates, and the 
only one that carried long twenty-four pounders qb her main-deck, 
[until the Newcastle and others of that class were built to cope 
with the Americans]. The chase commenced at daylight ; at 

b3 
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Immediately on my arrival I applied to Com-r 
modore Evans for assistance to recover the aban- 
doned prize, but he was unable to afford me any. 
Two or three men-of-war which were off the island 

two P.M. the President opened her fire upon the Endymion, who 
waa far ahead of the rest of the squadron ; half an hour later. 
Captain Hope returned the fire from his bow-chasers with gaUing 
efiect Eveiy manoeuvre on the part of the enemy was skilfully 
defeated by the admirable manner in which the Endymion was 
worked. Soon after five p.u. she was enabled to get within half- 
point blank-shot on the President's quarter, which position she 
maintained for twenty minutes, when the enemy bore up, and 
bringing the Endymion on her beam, a close action commenced. 
The precision of the latter's fire made fearful havoc on the hull of 
the President. After a running fight of two hours and a half, 
the American frigate showed a light, and ceased firing*: the En- 
dymion*s sails being literally cut to ribands, commenced bending 
OJthers. Her opponent, taking advantage of this respite, crowded 
all sail, standing to the eastward. In a very short time, the £n- 
d3TOion, with new sails, was again in chase, but the delay enabled 
the Pomone and Tenedos to get the start of her ; the former 
sheering up alongside the enemy, fired her starboard broadside, 
doing little or no damage, when the President immediately short- 
ened sail, and hailed that she had surrendered, showing a light 
at the same time. The Pomone, not hearing the hail, fired a 
second ineffectual broadside. The Endymion and Tenedos at 
this moment came up ; the former having only two disabled 
boats, those belonging to the latter took possession, as did also 
the Pomone's. The Endymion's principal damage has been 
stated ; her loss consisted of 

Endymion, PretidtnL 

Killed 11 35 

Wounded ....14 70 
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started in search of her, and several small vessels 
were fitted out by private individuals, and expe- 
ditiously despatched to look out for the stray 
vessel, each anxiously hoping to get hold of her. 

The President's hull was perfectly riddled, and six of her guns 
rendered useless, with six feet water in her hold. " The numher 
of prisoners delivered to the agent at Bermuda was four hundred 
and thirty-four; add to these, besides the thirty-five acknowledged 
by the President's officers to have been killed, six or seven too 
badly wounded to be removed, and we have four hundred and 
seventy-five as the President's complement, just two less than 
were named in her watch-bill. Yet Commodore Decatur and 
two of his officers swore before the Surrogate that the President 
had about four hundred and fifty, but certainly not four hun- 
dred and sixty men, when the action commenced. * * 
The President's ship's company were a remarkably stout set of 
men, and a great many British deserters were discovered among 
them ; but as the news of the Peace very soon arrived, the men 
were not molested." 

" On the 17th Jan. (two days after the action,) in a violent 
storm from the eastward, the Endymion lost her bowsprit, and 
her fore and mainmasts. The ship was also obliged to throw 
overboard the whole of her quarter-deck and forecastle guns. 

" As soon as the gale of wind had dismasted and otherwise dis- 
abled the Endymion, so as to leave an inference that the shot of 
the President had mainly contributed to reduce her to that state. 
Commodore Decatur wrote his official letter. In a very few 
days after his arrival at Bermuda, the communicativeness of one 
of his officers made him regret that he had dispatched the letter. 
Mr. Bowie, the President's schoolmaster, when deposing before 
the Surrogate relative to the capture of the ship, says, " When 
the Endymion dropped astern, we v^ere confident of escaping. 
Shortly after, discovering two ships coming up (Pomone and 
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Before starting all applied to me for the exact 
position in which we had quitted her. From the 
change of wind and weather that took place after 
leaving her, I conceived it very probable that the 
Countess might drift within sight of the island. 
I therefore walked up to the signal post, and 
warned the men to keep a sharp look-out for her, 
giving such a description of her appearance as 
would ensure her recognition, and requesting to 
be informed if such a vessel hove in sight- 
On the following morning, half an hour after 
daylight, I was roused from my slumbers by the 
signal-man's information, that a ship answering 

Tenedos), Commodore Decatur ordered all hands below to 
take care of their bags. One of the ships commenced firing, and 
Commodore Decatur called out, ' We have surrendered,' and 
gave this deponent the trumpet to hail and say they had sur- 
rendered. The Pomone*s fire did damage to the rigging, but 
neither killed nor wounded any person. The President did not 
return the Pomone's fire, but hoisted a light in the mizen rigging 
as a sign of submission.'' Again, *' When the two ships were 
coming up, a light was hoisted in the mizen rigging of the Pre- 
sident, as this deponent conceived at the time, as an ensign or 
flag, but, as he afterwards had reason to believe, as a «gn that 
they had surrendered ; for this deponent observed to the Com- 
modore, that as long as that light was hoisted, the ships would 
fire ; upon which Commodore Decatur ordered it to be taken 
down.'' To counteract the mischievous tendency of Mr. Bowie's 
averment about the harmless fire of the Pomone, Commodore 
Decatur wrote from New York a supplementary letter, com- 
mencing, " I omitted to state that a considerable number of 
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the description I had given of the Countess of 
Harcourt, was seen from the heights. I hurried 
up the hill, one glimpse through the telescope was 
sufficient to .send me at fiill tilt down again to St. 
George's, when, jumping into the first boat, I 
pushed off, and in two minutes I was on board the 
Anna Maria tender, desiring the middy to slip 
liis cables. The sails were hoisted in a trice, and 
the little clipper was walking out of the harbour 
before the news was known in St. George''s. 
When I quitted the signal-post, I had desired 
the man in charge of the station to point out the 
bearings of the prize by compass signal, when I 
got in the ofBng. On clearing the harbour no- 

my killed and wounded was from the fire of the Pomone." The 
one shot that entered on the larboard side might, to be sure, 
have killed and wounded a few men, but then says, or rather 
swears, Mr. Bowie, " The men were all just then down below, 
taking care of their bags." Oh ! Mr. Bowie, Mr. Bowie, you 
were but half an American ; and no wonder we do not find your 
name among the officers belonging to the United States* Navy, 
in April 1816. — James's Naval History, vol. vi. page 634. 

In the long extracts I have given, respecting our frigate actions 
with the Americans, I have been prompted by the desire to clear 
away the mist with which the latter have endeavoured to enve- 
lope these encounters. It is due to the navy, and to the na- 
tional pride of Englishmen, that the truth should be widely cir- 
culated ; they will afford foreigners and the sceptical or deceived 
part of my countrymen an opportunity of forming a correct opi- 
nion, and re-modelling a judgment rashly hazarded, and confi- 
dently re-echoed within the waUs of St. Stephen's. 
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thing could be seen from the schooner^s mast- 
head, nor did I expect it ; but the signal-post 
attending to my directions, shewed the promised 
signal, and we shaped our course accordingly. 

Two hours passed before we got sight of the 
chase, and at the same time we discovered a man- 
of-war brig evidently speeding upon the same 
errand. From our relative positions and rate of 
sailing, it became a toss-up who would reach her 
first. I was in a perfect fever of anxiety ; for, had 
the brig's men got on board before us, she would 
have been a prize in toto to them ; whereas, if 
I reached her, she would revert to her original 
captors. My share in her was not greater than 
that of an. able seaman, being a volunteer at the 
time of her capture : her value as regarded me 
personally, was literally nothing; but had the 
stake been wholly mine, I could not have experi- 
enced more anxiety to recover her. Every stitch 
of canvass was clapped on the schooner, but the brig 
(H. M. S. Harlequin) evidently gained upon us. 
As we neared the goal of our wishes, my anxiety 
became intensely painful. The Harlequin's boat 
was observed already manned on her quarter, 
ready to lower down and take possession. It was 
a neck-and-neck affair ; the Harlequin had hove- 
to close under the lee of the Countess of Harcourt, 
her boat was down and pulling on board, when I 
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lan the Anna Maria alongside to windward, and, 
as she nearly scraped the side of the prize, leaped 
on the gangway steps, and was on board ready to 
receive the Harlequin's oflGicer as he ascended the 
side to leeward. She was precisely now in the 
same state, as to proprietorship, as at the moment 
of abandonment ;, but with the crew of the Anna 
Maria alone it would have been doubtful whether 
I should have succeeded in getting her into port. 
With the cordial and friendly aid of Captain 
Kempthome she was safely conducted into St. 
George'^s, to whom I felt it due to hand over a 
written document, which entitled him to a salvage 
of ship and cargo. Having thus satisfactorily 
recovered my charge and fulfilled my trust, I 
delivered her over to the agent. 

The following day I took advantage of Captain 
Kopec's friendly offer of a passage home in the 
Endymion. Accompanied by her prize the Pre- 
sident, we took our departure for England, and I 
bade a long farewell to the cedar groves of " the 
still vexed Bermoothes."*' 

Patient Reader, fare thee well ! — We have sailed 
together over trackless seas — ^we have roamed 
together over far distant lands. If amidst such 
companionship we have steered our course in 
amity — ^if in the mystic community of kindred 
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thought or feeling I have caused either a sigh, a 

tear, or a smile, pardon the two first, and reward 

me for the latter by following me yet farther down 

the stream of life — ^if— 

£*er again my battered bark shall brave 
The lashing of the literary wave. 

How often doth the reckless sailor escape the 
perils of mighty ocean^^s din — the greedy monsters 
of the deep — the cannon''s roar — the battle fight — 
the fire — the wreck, to be finally stranded on his 
native land — to feel he hath grappled with the 
omnipotent works of a mighty God, only to fell 
a prey to the grasping clutches and devouring 
passions of his fellow men ! 

It were easier to breast the billowy surge, to 
top the mountain wave, to dive into the * vasty 
deep,* than to steer an even course amidst the pit- 
falls, snares, and tortuous windings that intersect 
-the smiling surface of that hallowed spot — 
Our Fatherland. — Shall I go on ? No. 

It were not mete to tell the tale 

Of bankrupt hopes — ^A stricken sail, 

Tossed upon a raging sea, 

That finds no port beneath her lee. 

THE END. 
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